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In 1923, in Ocean View, Delaware, a
housewife discovered that there was a
strong consumer market for tender
young chickens. Subsequently, a highly
specialized broiler industry — broilers
are chickens raised solely for meat —

developed on the Delmarva Peninsula
that provided American consumers with
a nutritious white meat at a reasonable
price.

During its seventy-five years of exis-
tence, the broiler industry significantly
changed the nature of agriculture and
clearly improved the economic prospects
of rural people on the Delmarva
Peninsula and, subsequently, in other
regions of America. Moreover, the broiler
industry’s success revolutionized Amer-
ican eating habits by making chicken
rather than beef or pork the nation's
favorite meat.

Delmarva’s Chicken Industry: 75 Years of
Progress explains how and why the
Peninsula became the pioneer in the
production of meat-type chickens and
why it continues to be a world leader in
the production of broilers today. Above
all, it is the story of men and women
innovatively interacting with each other
and with their physical environment as
they bring modern science and technol-
ogy, and old fashioned common sense
and hard work to bear on the task of
growing, processing, and marketing the
highest quality chickens at the lowest
possible cost.
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