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A Soaking Winter Can Cause
Problems For Evergreen Trees
By Jim Passwaters
Vegetative Environmental Buffers Coordinator
We all hoped 2020 was behind us, but I think
it followed us into 2021 in at least one
respect: challenging weather. This has been
an extremely wet winter. Some of us had
snow, and most just plain old rain.
Most evergreen trees do not like “wet feet,” especially during cold
months. A few years ago, we started seeing older, large
arborvitaes suddenly turn orangish brown and die. I hadn’t seen
this before, and I wasn’t sure what caused this. I took plenty of
photos and visited my local forester. They immediately identified
the culprit: root rot.
Arborvitae is probably the most frequently planted tree around
chicken farms. It’s also a very popular tree in urban areas.
However, we now know that these trees do not like wintering in
wet soils.
One way to determine if the tree has root rot is to dig into the
roots and find a root that is at least as big around as a pencil.
Squeeze the root; if it feels like mush, you have root rot. With this
year’s cold, damp weather, I expect that we will be seeing some
of these trees succumb to root rot. Unfortunately, there isn’t much
that can be done to stop it. The best procedure is to pull the tree
out and remove so the rot doesn’t spread to other trees. A good
article on the is found at www.thespruce.com/treat-and-preventroot-rot-4768757.
What species of trees will survive under these conditions? I tend
to look at nature to see what grows in wet areas. Unfortunately,
Continued on page 2
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A Soaking Winter Can Cause
Problems For Evergreen Trees
Continued from page 1
there are not many evergreens that work well.
Atlantic white cedar is one candidate, but
sourcing these may be difficult. Another is
loblolly pine, a common enough evergreen
here on Delmarva. These are typically planted
to be harvested but will do well in wet
conditions. American arborvitae, American
holly, inkberry, and sweet bay magnolias work
as well.
Another issue with saturated soil is trees
blowing over. Many times you will find that
large trees in saturated soils can topple. March
and April in our location tends to be rather
windy. I have seen plenty of large trees laying
on the ground. It is sometimes possible to restand the trees and secure them with stake
and rope. This may be easier said than done,
though, depending on the size of the tree.
Grant supports plantings near Delaware’s
Inland Bays
On a different topic, DCA was approved to
help implement a $25,000 grant to plants
trees, shrubs, grass buffers and pollinator plots
in the Inland Bays Watershed. These don’t
necessarily need to be adjacent to the poultry
houses, like a traditional vegetative
environmental buffer. These can be field
borders, areas that you don’t want to mow,
edges of driveways, and more.
If you are a dues-paying DCA member at the
$150 level or higher and are interested in
making use of this grant opportunity, give me a
call at 302-236-0470 or write me at
passwaters@dcachicken.com to schedule a
meeting.
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Pointing to dead branches due to root rot.
Courtesy of Oregon State University
Extension.

Link Your Email
to Your Membership
This spring, DCA has emailed DCA members
in different regions of Delmarva when
opportunities for growers, their employees, or
essential workers for allied businesses to get
the COVID-19 vaccine presented themselves.
We had days, at most, to get this information
to members who could use it, so using postal
mail was not an option. But for members who
have not given us an email address, there was
no way for us to effectively contact them in
time.
If you don’t routinely receive emails from DCA
– our Chicken Chatter e-newsletter on
Wednesdays, or messages from executive
director Holly Porter and member relations
manager Maureen Duffy – that means we
don’t know what email address to use to reach
you. Send us a note to dca@dcachicken.com
and we’ll add you to the list of plugged-in DCA
members we can reach that way.

Time to Celebrate at Our Booster BBQ
By Holly Porter
Executive Director
After a year of quarantines,
isolation and remote
working and learning, we
all have to be ready to
celebrate a glimpse of the
possible end to this
pandemic, right? We’re
sure of it, and that’s why DCA is planning a
Booster BBQ on June 18, 2021.
As you know, last year we had to cancel our
traditional Booster Banquet, usually held in
April at the Wicomico Youth and Civic Center
in Salisbury, Maryland. We recognize that
event is a key membership benefit – for every
$150 in dues you receive one ticket to the
banquet. This is only one of a very few times
this event has been cancelled in its 60+ year
tradition.

We recognize that this pandemic is not over
yet, and we strongly encourage everyone to
keep following the state and federal guidance
that has been shared for months – wear your
mask, social distance and wash your hands
often. However, the planning committee and
staff are extremely excited about the months to
come and our ability to come together and
celebrate being part of this Delmarva chicken
community.
Want to make sure that you’ll be invited to the
Booster BBQ? Then be certain you’ve
renewed your DCA membership for 2021 at a
minimum level of $150. You can ask your flock
supervisor for details or call Maureen Duffy,
member relations coordinator, at 302-841-8203
to be sure you remain a DCA member. And
remember to save that date: June 18!

As we looked to 2021, we had wanted to hold
the Booster Banquet again. After such a
challenging year for many of our members,
DCA wanted to be sure to celebrate the
#chickensteppedup community that is our
membership, especially our grower-members.
However, with the slow pace of getting
vaccines out and our firm need to have an
event that is COVID-19 safe, the Board of
Directors decided that an indoor event in April
wouldn’t be prudent. So instead, we’re
planning an outdoor event – but covered from
the elements –for early summer.
We are pleased to be working with the
Delaware State Fairgrounds, where the staff
already have experience in holding events
during the pandemic like the Delaware State
Fair itself, holiday craft shows, concerts, and
so on). In addition to great food, vendors,
awards and entertainment, we will be planning
for the safest celebration possible based on
local or state rules or guidelines in place at the
time.
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CFAP Finally Opens to Chicken Growers
The work of Delmarva Chicken Association,
National Chicken Council and numerous other
ag-aligned groups bore fruit in January when
the U.S. Department of Agriculture said it
would expand eligibility for the Coronavirus
Food Assistance Program (CFAP) to include
contract chicken growers who were, until that
point, ineligible for aid under the program.
And in late February, USDA said farmers,
including contract chicken growers, will have
more time to complete applications for CFAP
aid, removing a previously announced Feb. 26
deadline for applications.
"The review of the Coronavirus Food
Assistance Program (CFAP) is ongoing and
we anticipate a decision in the weeks ahead,"
USDA said in a Feb. 25 statement. "Payments
under the CFAP 2 signup that ended
December have not been impacted in any way.
The deadline of February 26 has been
eliminated and USDA’s Farm Service Agency
will continue to accept applications during the
evaluation period. Interested applicants will
have at least an additional 30 days to sign up
after any decision is announced."
On the first day of the Biden-Harris
administration, USDA suspended the
processing of payments under the Coronavirus
Food Assistance Program - Additional
Assistance and halted implementation in order
to evaluate the program. An eligibility change
in mid-January opened CFAP to contract
chicken growers for the first time – something
the National Chicken Council, Delmarva
Chicken Association, and other poultry
stakeholders had advocated for since mid2020, when CFAP was first announced.
"A number of stakeholders have reached out
to identify gaps in the previous rounds of
assistance and USDA welcomes this input
during the evaluation period," the new USDA
statement said. "USDA is listening and
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gathering feedback in order to provide help to
as many producers as possible without
focusing on one group or geography at the
expense of another." DCA was one of the
stakeholders that had direct conversations with
USDA about these gaps.
Producers who need to submit a CFAP
application or producers who need to modify
an existing one can do so by contacting their
local USDA Service Center. (DCA sent
members a list of each Delmarva county’s
USDA Service Center phone number in
Chicken Chatter, our weekly email newsletter.
IF you don’t yet get Chicken Chatter each
Wednesday in your inbox, it’s likely because
we don’t know your email address; share it
with us at dca@dcachicken.com to start
seeing each issue.) New applicants can also
obtain one-on-one support with applications by
calling 877-508-8364.
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Your DCA Membership Keeps You in the Loop
By Maureen Duffy
Member Relations Manager
Chicken growers across
Delmarva know that in the
70 years since our
organization formed, we
have been connecting
chicken growers, chicken
companies, grain farmers,
allied businesses, and academic institutions in
our chicken community.
We continue to reinforce our mission and
vision and keep our industry vital on Delmarva.
DCA strives to be the Delmarva chicken
industry’s voice as the premier membership
association, focusing on advocacy, education
and member relations while becoming the
most-respected chicken organization in the
US.
Why should you renew your status a DCA
member? You can’t afford not to be – here’s
why:
• We offer awesome events for education
and networking, such as our grower Lunch
& Learns and Grower Field Day. We are
eager to resume in-person events like
these as soon as local COVID-19
regulations allow.
• We perform diligent legislative advocacy,
fighting for your rights in Annapolis, Dover,
Richmond and Washington, D.C.
• Grower members get free vegetative
environmental buffer technical assistance.
In addition, throughout the past year,
we’ve secured cost-share funding for
growers in specific Delmarva areas, and
we’re always pursuing more of those
opportunities.
• Our money-saving electric buying group
allows Delmarva Power customers to lock
in low electric supply costs for three years
at a time.

• In 2021, renewing your membership at the
$150 level or greater secures your
invitation to the first-ever Booster BBQ,
celebrating what you do. Save the date for
this new event: June 18, 2021 at the
Delaware State Fairgrounds in the Quillen
Arena.
• We keep you informed with timely
communications in our newsletters &
weekly e-newsletter, Chicken Chatter, and
our action alerts on urgent matters that
directly impact you and your livelihood.
When we learned this month that Caroline
County, Md. was offering farmers sameday COVID-19 vaccination appointments,
for instance, we alerted members right
away with an emailed link to the
registration page.
Joining or renewing your membership is easy.
Just contact me at 302-841-8203 or
duffy@dcachicken.com - or join online at
dcachicken.com/membership. Maximize your
membership by renewing today.
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littr., Our Mobile App,
Links Litter Suppliers with Customers
The Delmarva Chicken Association launched a
new, free mobile app, littr., designed to help
growers anywhere on Delmarva who have
poultry litter find customers seeking to use it
as a valuable fertilizer. DCA developed the app
by partnering with the National Fish & Wildlife
Foundation, Campbell Foundation for the
Environment, the Delmarva Land & Litter
Collaborative and Common Logic. We
introduced you to this app in the December
issue of Timely Topics, and its user base has
grown a lot since then, with nearly 300
registered users and 20 documented litter
transactions; if you downloaded it but haven’t
tried to use it yet, now is the time to dive in.
Creating this app is one way DCA is stepping
in to help growers during the final
implementation of Maryland’s Phosphorous
Management Tool (PMT), when many growers
may need to find other users of litter. Over the
past five months DCA has worked closely with
key stakeholders, including chicken growers,
grain farmers, litter brokers and other service
providers to develop a simple tool that can be
used on any smartphone or tablet to move
litter in Delmarva’s $3.5 billion chicken
community.
“littr. is designed to link poultry growers who
have litter, a locally-sourced, organic and slowrelease fertilizer, with those who need it – from
grain farmers to mushroom growers to
alternative users and everyone in between,”
said Holly Porter, DCA’s executive director.
“We know there are farmers who want litter for
their farms instead of purchasing commercial
fertilizer, but they aren’t sure how to source it.
This app can bridge that supplier-customer
gap, and in the process, help farmers profit
while also protecting water quality in the
Chesapeake Bay and coastal watersheds.”
“Litter management is a really important part of

a chicken grower’s work, because handling
litter correctly is a crucial part of any grower’s
nutrient management plan,” said Jenny
Rhodes, a Queen Anne’s County, Md. grower
and a DCA board member. “For chicken
growers who don’t grow crops, or growers who
just don’t need all their own litter for their own
crop fields, the app is a new way to connect
with others in farming who very much want to
use chicken litter as a locally produced,
organic, slow-release plant food but don’t have
a source for it yet.”
Here are five easy steps to get started selling
or buying chicken litter today:
• Download the littr. app from Google Play
or App Store
• Register for the app (using lowercase
characters) and complete as much
information about yourself as you’d like.
Remember: the more details you provide,
the more likely you’ll find customers or
suppliers.
• Start viewing the listings, and create your
own filters based on distance from your
location, listing type or state.
Continued on page 8
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littr., Our Mobile App,
Links Litter Suppliers with Customers
Continued from page 7
• Create your own listing, whether you are a
grower, a farmer in need of litter or
someone that provides services, such as
hauling, clean outs, or custom application.
Tap the ‘+’ button in the upper left to build
your listing Again, remember the more
information you include, the better chance
of being contacted.
• Start connecting by sending a message
using the button at the bottom of a listing,
marking a listing as a favorite, or making a
phone call.
To learn more, check out www.littr.io or contact
support@littr.io.
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Vaccination Updates for Each State
Virginia sets up COVID-19 vaccine preregistration system
Virginians can now pre-register for the COVID19 vaccine online at vaccinate.virginia.gov or
by calling 877-VAX-IN-VA. The
Commonwealth’s new, centralized system
allows individuals to easily pre-register for the
free vaccine, confirm that they are on the wait
list, and learn more about the vaccine.
Virginians who previously pre-registered for
the vaccine through their local health district
do not need to sign up again. Those who have
already pre-registered have been automatically
transferred to the centralized system, and their
pre-registration status will not be affected.
Virginians who qualify for Groups 1A and 1B
are currently eligible for vaccinations. This
includes health care personnel, residents and
staff of long-term care facilities, people age 65
and older, frontline essential workers, those
living and working in homeless shelters and
correctional facilities, and individuals with
underlying medical conditions or disabilities
that increase their risk of severe illness from
COVID-19.
For the latest information on COVID-19
vaccinations in Virginia, visit
vdh.virginia.gov/covid-19-vaccine.
Maryland In Phase 1c
People in Phases 1a, 1b and 1c (which
includes essential workers in agriculture and
manufacturing) were eligible for a COVID-19
vaccine in Maryland as this issue went to
press in mid-March. Visit the covidLINK site -covidlink.maryland.gov -- to find a vaccination
clinic near you.
Delaware in Phase 1b
People in Phase 1a and Phase 1b (which
includes frontline essential workers, food

Melinda Tieskotter, supervisor of Perdue
Farms' Accomac, Va. Wellness Center,
administers the first round of the Moderna
COVID-19 vaccine to live haul associate James
Edwards. Photo courtesy of Perdue Farms.
processing workers and agriculture workers)
were eligible for a COVID-19 vaccine in
Delaware when this issue went to press in
mid-March. However, in its vaccination clinics,
the state has focused on vaccinating
individuals age 65 and older, as well as
serving remaining Phase 1a individuals.
"Vaccination will be available to other frontline
essential workers, but it will likely take several
more weeks for this to happen, as limited
vaccine supply and large demand in the 65+
group is slowing down the state’s ability to
open up vaccination opportunities to this group
more quickly," the Delaware Department of
Health said in an early March statement. Visit
coronavirus.delaware.gov to learn about
vaccination opportunities near you.
New developments are happening quickly in
all the states' vaccination campaigns, and
eligibility for the vaccine has likely widened
since this issue went to press in mid-March.If
any Delmarva state schedules vaccination
events specifically for frontline workers in
agriculture, DCA will share that information
with our members right away through Chicken
Chatter, our weekly e-newsletter. If you don’t
get Chicken Chatter yet, share your email
address with us at dca@dcachicken.com.
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Hold The Line: A Checklist for Your Line of Separation
A line of separation is a fundamental part of
any chicken grower’s biosecurity plan and
practice. Here, adapted from USDA’s “Defend
the Flock” resources, is a checklist to
determine if the line of separation on your farm
is up to snuff.
• Define your line of separation. Include
your entire poultry house and any outdoor
access areas. Have only one entry to
better control who and what crosses the
line. If possible, mark the line with colored
tape.
• In your biosecurity plan, draw the
boundaries for your poultry areas and
clearly outline what caretakers, visitors, or
suppliers must do when crossing it. This
includes how to move birds, personal
items, food, vehicles, equipment, and
supplies. Give training on the procedures.
• At your entry point, include a place to
change out of footwear and outer clothing
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before entering. On the inside, have a
place to put on site-specific footwear and
outer clothing after crossing the line of
separation.
• Post signs at the entry point reminding
everyone of the steps they need to take to
cross the line of separation.
• Provide site-specific coveralls, footwear,
and cleaning/disinfecting supplies.
• Have a sink with running water and soap
or hand sanitizer at the entry point. Post
signs reminding people to clean their
hands.
• Keep an entry logbook. List who or what
crosses into your poultry area (people,
poultry, food, vehicles, equipment) and
when those items enter and exit.
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Lee Richardson Earns UD CANR’s Highest Alumni Honor
By Michele Walfred
UD Cooperative Extension
When Lee Richardson learned he was named
the 2020 Worrilow Award recipient, he was
shocked. He knew the prestige that
accompanied the award, named in honor of
George M. Worrilow, former dean of the
University of Delaware College of Agriculture
and Natural Resources (CANR). The award’s
past 50 recipients boasted esteemed careers
in academia, public service and government.
Richardson pondered why he was selected;
after all, he was just a farmer.
But not just any farmer. Richardson
approached agriculture with a voice imbued
with passion and purpose, nurtured through
five generations of family tradition. A voice
empowered through formal training and valued
experiences in college. A voice tuned in to the
power of understanding other opinions — a
voice called upon at a critical time to defend a
local farm family against a lawsuit filed by the
Waterkeeper Alliance, an influential
environmental group. Richardson knew that
the lawsuit’s success would set a precedent
capable of destroying the livelihood of most
Delmarva farm families, including his own.
Richardson’s journey toward that advocacy
started on 2,000 acres in Willards, Maryland,
where his family grows soybean and corn and
raises poultry. His agriculture vocation came
from both sides of the family. His earliest
memories are atop a tractor, taking it all in by
his father Syd’s side. Richardson’s mother Kay
was the first female president of Delmarva
Poultry Industry, Inc., the organization now
known as Delmarva Chicken Association.
Returning to the farm after graduation from
UD, Richardson gravitated to leadership roles.
He served as president of the Wicomico
County Farm Bureau and a member of both

Lee Richardson received the 2020 George M.
Worrilow Award for Outstanding Service to
Agriculture.
Wicomico County Soil Conservation Board. His
involvement with the Wicomico County Young
Farmers’ Association provided Richardson with
full immersion in local politics.
The Waterkeepers Alliance challenge would
draw from every resource and contact
Richardson knew or developed. He learned
that from aerial surveillance of a local poultry
farm, the environmental group had
misidentified a legal pile of bio-solids as an
illegal deposit of poultry manure. The
mechanisms put in place to make an example
out of the family were not easy to reverse.
Blindsided by the lawsuit, the family reached
out to its larger community to respond to a suit
placed in motion. Richardson answered the
call.
Richardson drew upon all that he had learned,
including a network of peers, professors, and
agriculture experts. He clarified facts,
organized resources, and fundraised to offset
the family’s legal expenses. He met with
Continued on page 14
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Lee Richardson Earns UD CANR’s Highest Alumni Honor
Continued from page 13
members of the media, developed the website
“Save Farm Families” and coordinated an
effective communications plan that advocated
on behalf of farm families. His efforts
exonerated the family. He obtained a
precedent-setting amendment from the
Maryland legislature to authorize funding to
assist the family with legal costs. Also, he
secured the establishment of an appropriation
to establish an Agriculture Law Clinic.
In 2013, Richardson earned recognition as
Perdue’s Outstanding Poultry Producer from
Perdue Farms. The following year, he was
named the recipient of the coveted Service to
Agriculture Award from the Maryland
Association of County Agricultural Agents.\

Richardson feels authentic storytelling and
communications are crucial to engaging with
the public. “You need to understand where
people are coming from to explain your
position,” Richardson said. “If you know how
they are thinking, you know better how to
approach and effect change.”
He believes social media has played a
substantial role in fostering misconceptions.
“There was simultaneous public fear about
those changes,” explained Richardson. “I wish
I could go back and promote agriculture on
social media and explain better why it is done
and how, even though we are bigger, we are
still a family farm.”
To read more about Richardson and the
Worrilow Award, visitudel.edu/udaily.

Please Call for an Appointment: 410-829-9631
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Denton, MD

FA R M ER

STRONG

Farm Credit proudly supports Delmarva’s farmers
and their families as they continue to provide
agricultural goods for our nation.

888.339.3334 | mafc.com |
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Delmarva Custom Applicators
Has Your Litter Covered with

“I’ve never had a failure
since I’ve been using 3+.”
-Mike Hitchens

“DCA provides great
service. Their applicators
are professional and
do a great job.”
-Karen Speak

“I’ve used another
amendment and my
brood chamber ammonia
was 15-40 ppm. With 3+,
it’s consistently 6 ppm.”
-Jim Atkinson

Delmarva Custom Applicators, LLC

Contact Delmarva Custom Applicators before your next placement!
Email: DelmarvaCustomApplicators@gmail.com • Phone: 410-858-4626 or 410-463-7888

Manufactured in Cambridge, MD
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Turn Obstacles Into Opportunities at
Animal Ag Alliance’s Virtual Summit
By Casey Kinler
Animal Agriculture Alliance
Here’s the link:
http://bit.ly/AnimalAgSummit
Challenging times. Unprecedented times.
Uncertain times. We’re all over the clichés. But
we’re still far from over the impact COVID-19
and 2020 in general have had on agriculture
and the food industry. However, there is hope.
With the right tools we can ensure the food
chain is stronger than ever. We can use this
time to hone our messages, fine-tune our
strategies and connect, engage and protect
like never before. Now is the time to turn the
obstacles of 2020 into opportunities for the
decades to come, and 2021 Virtual
Stakeholders Summit attendees will leave with
the right tools and ideas to do just that.
The 2021 event is set primarily for May 5-6,
with preconference webinars scheduled for the
five business days leading up to the Virtual
Summit. To open the event, Timothy Caulfield,
author and professor of health law and science
policy at the University of Alberta, will deliver a
keynote presentation on addressing
misinformation in the time of COVID-19.
We know facts alone aren’t always enough to
alter false narratives about animal agriculture.
We also know that starting with shared values
is the best way to start a conversation, so how
can we apply this to conversations around hot
topics like cell-based meat? To kick off the
preconference webinar series, Alison Van
Eenennaam, cooperative extension specialist,
animal genomics and biotechnology at
University of California-Davis, will take the
virtual stage to address the role of animal
scientists and others in animal agriculture in
these conversations and how can we learn
from past communication mistakes.

To continue the conversation about why
shared values and relationships matter,
Michelle “The Farm Babe” Miller will join
Fernando Machado, chief marketing officer at
Burger King, to tell the story of how she turned
an obstacle into an opportunity when the
burger chain debuted a commercial that upset
many in the farm community.
Other sessions will highlight ways to position
animal agriculture as a path forward to climate
neutrality, how to reposition animal protein on
the plate and strategies for virtual stakeholder
and influencer engagement. If you refer a
friend to attend the Virtual Summit who has
never attended a previous Stakeholders
Summit and they list your name as the person
who recommended them when they register
for the event, you’ll both be entered in a
drawing to win a $100 gift card! Each referral
will count as one entry and there is no limit on
the number of entries for referrers. The
Alliance will give away two $100 gift cards
during the Virtual Summit – one drawing for
referrers and one drawing for those who were
referred. All registrations with a referral listed
made until online registration closes on April
30 will be entered.
To register, go to http://bit.ly/AnimalAgSummit.
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Maryland AFOs Still Covered After Court Ruling
On Thursday, March 11, a Montgomery
County, Md. Circuit Court judge granted a
petition made by Assateague Coastal Trust
and reversed the Maryland Department of the
Environment’s final approval of its general
permit for animal feeding operations (AFOs).
The judge’s ruling said the MDE-approved
permit was deficient under the Clean Water
Act because it does not “mandate effluent
limitations for ammonia.”
Delmarva Chicken Association, in the public
comment process during the permit’s
development, had argued that air quality
regulations did not belong in this permit
focused on governing stormwater discharges.
MDE, too, defended the permit in Circuit Court
hearings and filings, contending its permit is
“consistent with both state and federal law”
and that it is sufficiently protective of
Maryland’s water quality.
It’s important for you to know what DCA has
already done in response to this, and what our
next steps will be. We immediately informed
MDE that we strongly encourage them to
appeal the ruling to a higher court. Left
unchallenged, the ruling puts assertions about
ammonia emissions that are unsupported by
firm science. The plaintiff’s petition relied on
shaky, unrealistic modeling based on the work
of North Carolina State researchers who
acknowledge their model is “not a realistic
approach” to determining actual air quality on
the Eastern Shore. It could open the door to
costly, intrusive monitoring or inspections of
Maryland farms. We believe the MDE permit –
which received a stamp of approval from the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency – meets
environmental standards as it’s written, and we
hope other Maryland judges have the
opportunity to correct this ruling. We also
quickly issued a news release pointing out the
flaws and consequences of this ruling, and
shared our position on social media, to inform
public discussion of this new regulatory issue
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right from the start.
DCA’s Board of Directors will consider other
possible measures, including legal ones, we
can take to fight this ruling and stand up for
fair treatment of Maryland’s farm families
raising chickens.
We asked MDE what this means for Maryland
growers and their current AFO permits. Here’s
what they told us: MDE has 30 days from the
date of the decision to file an appeal. As of
now and until any opportunity for appeal is
exhausted, the 19AF GD Permit remains in
effect. This means that AFOs that have
already been registered under the 19AF GD
Permit continue to be covered under that
permit.
The ruling did not affect the continuation of
coverage under the previous GD Permit
(14AFA). AFOs that are currently covered
under the previous permit because they
submitted the Notice of Continued Operation,
Notice of Intent, and fee, and are awaiting
coverage under the new permit, are still
covered. The Notice of Continued Operation
was required to be submitted prior to the
expiration of the previous GD Permit, to notify
MDE of the operator's desire to continue
operating under the new permit. The Notice of
Intent is the operation's application for
coverage under the new, 19AF GD Permit.
Operators whose coverage is continued under
the previous GD Permit should continue to
work with the Maryland Department of
Agriculture or their technical service provider
to obtain an updated comprehensive nutrient
management plan, if they have not already
done so.
If growers and operators have any questions
about permit coverage, MDE's AFO Division is
available to assist. To get that assistance,
contact John Sullivan, manager of the
Resource Management Program, at 410-5373314 or john.sullivan1@maryland.gov.

DCA College Scholarship Deadline is April 9
Here’s the link:
dcachicken.com/scholarship
Delmarva Chicken Association has opened the
application period for its 2021 College
Scholarship Program. Applications are being
accepted for undergraduate scholarships of
$2,000 and graduate-degree scholarships of
$3,000. Complete applications for these
scholarships must be received by DCA no later
than 4:30 p.m. on Friday, April 9, 2021.
“It’s an exciting time to be preparing for a
career in the chicken community,” said Holly
Porter, DCA’s executive director. “More than
20,300 jobs on Delmarva are directly tied to
our chicken companies, and thousands more
jobs are supported by the chicken economy.
So we’re proud to be able to help students
start journeys toward their careers each year
through these scholarships.”
Each applicant must be a student in good
standing at an accredited institution of higher
learning within the United States, or in the
case of graduating high school seniors,
accepted to an accredited institution within the
United States. Students applying for
undergraduate scholarships must be Delmarva
residents who are pursuing a career path
leading to employment in any segment of
Delmarva's chicken community. Graduate
student scholarships are available to any
student at a U.S. university who is engaged in
research that directly benefits Delmarva's
chicken community. A complete transcript must
accompany the application, and in the case of
high school seniors, proof of college
acceptance is required. Applicants must
secure a letter of reference from an academic
advisor or faculty member. DCA membership
on the part of the applicant or his or her family
is not required and has no effect on the
selection process.

For more information, or to access an
application form, visit
dcachicken.com/scholarship.

Alarm Sales and Installation
for Poultry Houses
Prompt Professional Service
24-Hour Agralarm Monitoring
Maintenance Programs
Remote PC Connection
Sales and Service

If you are building new houses, remodeling older
houses or simply need to upgrade or repair your
existing alarm system, Agralarm can help!
Poultry house alarms have been our specialty
since 1990.
Call Agralarm @ 1-888-968-2802 TODAY
or visit our website @ www.agralarm.com

Page | 19

Don’t just start your birds...

in-VIGOR-ate®
THEM!
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in-VIGOR-ate ®

is a uniquely formulated nutritional supplement delivered via drinking water.
The combination of components promotes water and feed intake, supports energy, metabolism,
provides nutritional support to the immune system and aids more rapid development of gut microflora.
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Maryland Grain Producers Scholarship Now Live
Here’s the link:
marylandgrain.org
For students working towards a degree in an
agriculture-related field, the Maryland Grain
Producers is currently accepting scholarship
applications for the 2021 to 2022 school year.
The Maryland Grain Producers Association
(MPGA) checkoff dollars from the Maryland
Grain Producers Utilization Board to support
future generations.
Student Eligibility:
• Enrolled in or accepted to a 2-year or a 4year institution studying agriculture or a
related field.
• Applicate or an immediate family must be
involved in grain production and a member
of the MGPA.

• Members should not have received a
checkoff refund in the past 12 months.
• Currently residing in Maryland, but can
attend school outside of the state.
Students are eligible to receive one of the four
$2,500 scholarships being offered.
Scholarships are to be awarded during the
annual Commodity Classic held Thursday, July
22, 2021, at the Queen Anne’s 4-H Park on Rt.
18 between Queenstown and Centreville.
The Maryland Grain Producers Scholarship
Committee will select the receipts from
applications with all identifying information
redacted. An electronic version of the
application and more information can be found
at www.marylandgrain.org. MGPA must receive
applications by April 30 for consideration.
Applications are accepted by mail or email. If
you have any questions, call 443-262-8491.

Researchers Examine White Striping During Growout
Here’s the link:
uspoultry.org
USPOULTRY and the USPOULTRY
Foundation announced the completion of a
funded research project at the University of
California, Davis, in which researchers
examined the occurrence of white striping in
broilers during the growth process. The
research was made possible in part by an
endowing Foundation gift from Simmons
Foods and is part of the Association’s
comprehensive research program
encompassing all phases of poultry and egg
production and processing. Dr. Michael
Mienaltowski and Dr. Annie King, at the

University of California, Davis, followed broilers
fed a commercial diet from hatching to market
weight. An integrative analysis was performed
over four levels (whole bird, pectoralis muscle
tissue, cells within the tissue, and molecular
biological processes) to better define the
causes of white striping occurring during the
growth process. From the findings thus far, the
researchers have determined that future
projects should focus on interventions at
weeks 2-4 of growth in the broiler to reverse
white blood cell infiltration in the muscle. In the
long-term, these findings help to advance our
understanding of the progression of white
striping. A full research summary can be found
on the USPOULTRY website, uspoultry.org.
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Energize Delaware Farm Program Ͳ Benefits Available

Improve Your Bottom Line with Energy Efficiency Upgrades
Energize Delaware Farm Program is oīering great opportuniƟes to help you to save energy and save
money. Delaware farms are eligible for energy eĸciency incenƟve payments of 30%Ͳ40% of the cost of
approved energy eĸciency measures, including, but not limited to:

• Lighting • HVAC Insulation • Motors & Controls • Pump Upgrades • VSDs • Fuel Switch •
Eĸciency projects over $20,000 can qualify for a 2% fixed rate loans for up to 20 years.

Interested in Solar? Delaware farms can receive a free Renewable Energy Assessment.
Renewable Energy Projects can qualify for a 3% fixed rate loan for up to 20 years.

Call us at 800Ͳ732Ͳ1399 or email at Delaware@ensave.com
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Green Flag. Farm friendly.

Understanding what’s important.
Working with a bank that appreciates the value of a hard day’s work is important. A bank that’s been inside your community and
working with agribusiness for generations. At M&T Bank, we know what it takes to get the job done – to get you the lending you need.
That’s why we’re a preferred lender of small business agriculture loans in Delaware.1 So let’s get to work.
Contact your local Agribusiness Specialist:
Keith Atkins
302-228-1689
katkins@mtb.com
Equal Housing Lender. 1Approved to offer SBA loan products under SBA’s Preferred Lender program. SBA loans are subject to SBA eligibility. ©2017 M&T Bank. Member FDIC. CS15496 (5/17)
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Get The Latest in Ventilation Efficiency
for Your New or Retrofit Project
Chore-Time’s complete poultry production
systems include the latest in energy-efficient
and feed-saving products:

Tunnel door insulates about
eight times better than a curtain.

•

Chore-Time’s tunnel doors improve in-house
air mixing.

•

TURBO-COOL™ Evaporative Cooling Systems
feature 2-inch pipe and 5/32-inch water
openings.

•

Easy-to-use CHORE-TRONICS® 3 Controls
maximize whole-house efficiency.

SM

Contact us today for more information, and
grow with us!

NORTHEAST AGRI SYSTEMS, INC.

TURBO-COOL™ System’s reinforced,
continuous, one-piece trough.

www.neagri.com

28527 Boyce Road
Laurel, DE 19956
800.735.6361
302.875.1886

Authorized Independent Chore-Time Distributor Since 1982

Ecodrum™ is the leading supplier of in-vessel mortality
composting equipment. Since 2007, poultry producers
have relied on Ecodrum™ composters to dispose of
their mortality in a cost-effective and environmentally
sensitive manner.
Benefits:
• No Expensive Electric Bills
• No Invasive Trucks
• Neighbor Friendly
• True Bio-Security

CContact
on t ac t us:
us:
()
() 
//ecodrumcomposter
ecodr umcompos ter
w
w w.ecodr umcompo s ter.com
www.ecodrumcomposter.com
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NOW OPEN!
4227 Lankford Hwy (Rt.13)
New Church, VA 23415
757.894.7917

®

CHORE-TRONICS 3 Controls
now include fully integrated
ceiling inlet and bird scale
control along with other
enhanced features.

P
Personal
l SService
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Proper ty | Auto
Auto | Poultry
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Equipment | Liability | Work
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Disruption of Oper
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ations

Serving Delmarva Farmers Since 1925
A
AveryHall.com
veryHall.com
Salisbury
410.742.5111

Easton
410.822.7300

Seaford
302.629.4514

Bridgeville
302.337.8231

Milton
302.684.3413

Favorite in the Field
The only newspaper in the Mid-Atlantic region with a
MONTHLY SECTION DEDICATED TO
THE POULTRY INDUSTRY.
Interested in subscribing?
Call Megan at 1-800-634-5021. Mention this ad and
receive 20% off your subscription.

Own a business and want to reach more customers?
Call Tiffany and ask her about advertising.

410-822-3965 - www.americanfarm.com
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DCA’s Mission
To be the Delmarva
chicken industry’s voice
as the premier membership
association focusing on
advocacy, education and
member relations.

DELMARVA CHICKEN ASSOCIATION
16686 County Seat Highway
Georgetown, DE 19947-4881
Address Services Requested

DCA’s Vision
To be the most-respected
chicken organization
in the United States.
(302) 856-9037
dca@dcachicken.com
www.dcachicken.com
.
.

Regular Use of Chlorpyrifos Prohibited in Maryland
The Maryland Department of Agriculture
is reminding farmers and pesticide
applicators that regular use of chlorpyrifos
products is prohibited after Dec. 31, 2020.
This deadline is in accordance with
regulations adopted by the department on
June 15, 2020.
Upon adoption, the regulations prohibited
aerial application of chlorpyrifos products
and established that regular use of these
products would be prohibited after Dec.

31, 2020. Chlorpyrifos products may be
used to treat fruit trees and snap pea
seeds until June 30, 2021. After these
deadlines, applicators may request a
limited use authorization to be reviewed
by the secretary of agriculture. These
requests may be granted on a case-bycase basis if the secretary determines
that there are no effective alternatives for
the requested use. These exemptions
may not extend beyond Dec. 31, 2021.

