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Georgetown, Delaware

Outstanding Growers:
More of the 2020 Class

Picking up where we left off in the June issue, here are three more
profiles of our Outstanding Growers for 2020. DPI's outstanding
growers are selected by their chicken companies based upon their
performance and a list of criteria including environmental
stewardship, cooperation, attitude, and achievement. Our growers
often serve as examples for the nation. When growers stand and
speak at meetings and public hearings, their voices command
attention and respect. And they are valued in their communities by
all those who truly understand their roles as stewards of the land.

Please join DPI in congratulating these outstanding growers. You
can look forward to profiles of the final three Oustanding Growers
in the December issue.

Continued on page 2
DPI’s Outstanding Growers for 2020

Steve Brittingham, Millsboro, Delaware - Mountaire Farms
Craig Davidson, Frankford, Delaware - Amick Farms
Donald Howard, Crisfield, Maryland - Tyson Foods
John & Patrick Kelley, Pocomoke City, Maryland - Mountaire Farms
Vickie Lambden, Bridgeville, Delaware - Perdue Farms
Jim Marvel, Ellendale, Delaware - Allen Harim
Far & Val Nasir, Pocomoke City, Maryland - Perdue Farms
Joel Peterman, Milford, Delaware - Mountaire Farms
Blair Shockley, Laurel, Delaware - Perdue Farms
Susan Steen, Laurel, Delaware - Amick Farms

®

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
■ Outstanding Growers:
More of the 2020 Class / 1 - 4
■ Another Change to Maryland’s
CAFO Permit Fees / 6 - 7
■ Virginia Proposes New Reporting
Requirement for Litter Use / 7
■ Grants Available for Buffers
in Delaware Watersheds / 9
■ Lenders Have Farmers’ Backs
During COVID-19 Uncertainty / 11
■ What Mask is Right for Your
Farm Job? / 13
■ Biosecurity Checklist / 14 - 16
■ After Changes, EIDLs Open To More
Farmers / 16
■ Federal Change Decouples
Environmental Reviews,
FSA Loan Guarantees / 19
■ Researchers Seeking to Link Farm
Clusters and Disabled Students Come
Up Short / 21
■ USPOULTRY Announces 2021
Family Farm Environmental
Award Competition / 24

®

Outstanding Growers: More of the 2020 Class

Susan Steen
Laurel, Delaware

Susan Steen is a second-generation farmer,
watching her sons learn the business and
knowing her grandchildren – the fourth
generation – may follow in their footsteps one
day. Their family-owned farms grow field
crops, but Steen’s main role is to manage their
two chicken houses. She grows flocks of
38,000 large birds at a time for Amick Farms,
turning the birds over for processing after 9
weeks.

“I worked off the farm but came home 10 years
later,” Steen said; she happily traded a clerical
job in Georgetown’s courthouse for farmwork,
and since 1990 she has raised chickens full
time. “It’s in my blood, since my father had
chickens. I can’t believe I’m doing it some
days, but I wouldn’t change it. I’d take
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chickens any day over the office. I just don’t
like being inside; I’m an outdoors person, and I
don’t like confinement.”
Like all chicken growers, Steen knows long
hours come with the job. Her first check on the
houses comes around 6 a.m., and dinner is
rarely served before 9 p.m. in the growing
season, when both chickens and crops
demand the family’s attention. Her spirits took
a blow in 2019, when her father – her role
model as a farmer – died.
“It’s been a rough year all around for me, and
so it was an honor for me to get that phone
call about being an outstanding grower,” Steen
said. “I may not always finish first, but I try to
be consistent. I can pass it on to my kids; they
understand the whole operation. I feel they’ve
learned a lot, from my husband and my dad.”
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Outstanding Growers: More of the 2020 Class

Joel and Kayla Peterman
Milford, Delaware

Joel Peterman operates a fleet of school
buses, helping transport students in three
central Delaware school districts. Kayla
Peterman is a hospital nurse. And on top of it
all, they raise chickens – 147,800 birds at a
time across seven chicken houses for
Mountaire Farms.

“So, long days,” Joel Peterman acknowledges.
“You always know you’re probably not going to
get to bed before 11 or 12 once you get done
doing all your nightly checks. But the nice
thing about chickens is you make your own
schedule; you’re somewhat flexible.”

Even though their farm east of Route 1 is off
the beaten path, maintaining a good
appearance is important to the Petermans.
They have invested in two-row vegetative

environmental buffers, using DPI’s buffers
coordinator for assistance with sourcing and
planting the trees. Weeds are hard to spot,
and the farm lanes are debris-free. “I am a
stickler for things looking tip-top,” Joel
Peterman said. “I think that says something
about a person, and their performance. You
kind of know what kind of farm it is when you
pull up to it – not always, but most times.”

Kayla Peterman says her chicken-grower
career sometimes comes up in chats with
coworkers at the hospital, and she takes
opportunities to demystify how chickens are
raised. “It’s not like we walk in there and just
see the chickens as a source of income. I look
at them as something we’re raising to be
healthy. We want them to have the best quality
of life when they’re here,” she said. “I’m proud
of our farm. I would point at our whole thing
and say, this is something amazing that we’re
doing.”
Page | 3
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Outstanding Growers: More of the 2020 Class

Donnie Howard
Crisfield, Maryland

Donnie Howard is doing something right,
recognized as an outstanding grower three
times in the past four years. He raises around
66,000 chickens at a time on his three-house
farm near Crisfield, Md., sending them to the
Tyson plant in Temperanceville, Virginia for
processing. As a grower since 1992, when he
bought what was then a single-house chicken
farm, he’s one of the most experienced
growers working on Delmarva today.

“It’s provided a steady income and it suits my
daily routine, not doing the same thing every
moment of every day,” Howard said when DPI
visited his farm in August. “It can be hectic and
things can sometimes not go as planned, but it
suits me.” A willingness to tackle problems
quickly, Howard said, is a key ingredient in any
chicken grower’s recipe for success: “I try to
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be prepared for what might happen,
particularly with mechanical issues, and deal
with them when you find them – not tomorrow.
Deal with it today and get it done today.”

In this unusual year, Howard said he struggled
with supply chain disruptions in obtaining
needed equipment, but otherwise he felt lucky
to avoid major pandemic problems. “We’re
fortunate in some ways. We haven’t been laid
off; I’m still producing birds and getting a
check,” Howard said. “I certainly haven’t been
affected the way I see people on television
have. We’ve kept going.”

What advice would he give to a new grower?
“Don’t listen to everything you hear on the
street. Run your farm and don’t worry so much
about what your neighbor’s doing. Take care of
your job – make sure your job’s done first.
Deal with what you have.”
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Another Change to Maryland's CAFO Permit Fees

The Maryland Department of the Environment
(MDE) published a revised final General
Discharge Permit for Animal Feeding
Operations – commonly called an AFO permit
or CAFO permit – that took effect July 8 and
reopened the window to apply for new or
renewed AFO and CAFO permits in Maryland.
The deadline to submit a Notice of Intent (NOI)
for coverage under the new permit was
September 6, 2020. Over the summer, DPI
and MDE informed Maryland chicken growers
about the new permit and the deadline, and
nothing about the text of the permit or the
deadline has changed since DPI sent
Maryland grower members a letter on this
topic in July. The fee that MDE must charge
growers to process those permits, though, did
change, and that’s why it’s important for us to
update Maryland growers with this article.

There has always been a fee associated with
AFO and CAFO permits since their creation in
2010, but the fee has always been waived. In
2019 the Maryland General Assembly, with
veto-proof majorities, passed a law eliminating
the Maryland Department of the Environment’s
authority to waive the permit fees. We
opposed that law. But if DPI had pushed
harder in Annapolis than we did to preserve
MDE’s waiver authority, legislators would have
likely responded by withdrawing these
significant concessions we secured in the
same legislation:
• Reduced an application fee for anyone
constructing a new CAFO of 350,000
square feet or more (before amendments,
it had been 200,000 square feet or
200,000 birds) from $5,000 to $2,000

• Reduced an annual fee for anyone with a
CAFO of 350,000 square feet (before
amendments, it had been 200,000 square
feet or 200,000 birds) from $1,500 to
$1,200

• Removed any requirements for water
monitoring to be conducted on farms of
200,000 square feet or 200,000 birds or
more

• Allowed Maryland Department of
Agriculture (MDA) to retain enforcement
discretion for those farms that are not in
compliance with their nutrient
management plans (the bill’s original
language called for establishing set fines)

• Removed the creation of a certified
commercial manure hauler license and the
requirement that CAFOs must use a
licensed hauler to transport manure

In September 2019, MDE proposed draft
regulations that would have reduced the
longstanding, but previously waived, permit
fees for CAFOs. While DPI generally does not
support imposing fees on chicken growers, we
supported MDE’s proposed new fees because
for most farms, they represented substantially
lower costs to obtain and keep AFO/CAFO
permits over five years than if MDE made no
fee revisions and simply ended the waiver.
However, on July 16, 2020, the Office of the
Attorney General and the leadership of the
Joint Committee on Administrative, Executive,
and Legislative Review (AELR) informed MDE
that it may not adopt its lower fee proposal.
That means the revised, lower fee structure
DPI and MDE previously told you about is no
longer in place; the long-existing but
previously-waived fees, which can no longer
be waived, are in effect instead.

Due to the actions of the Maryland Attorney
General and Maryland General Assembly,
MDE cannot proceed with adopting its
September 2019 fee proposal. However, MDE
is still legally required to collect fees according
to state law and regulation. Therefore, the
following are the applicable GD Permit fees:
Continued on page 7
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Another Change to Maryland's CAFO Permit Fees
Continued from page 6

CAFOs with Total House Capacity of 350,000
Square Feet or More
• A proposed new CAFO or a modification
of an existing CAFO to expand its house
capacity to 350,000 square feet or more
must pay a one-time application fee of
$2,000 upon submission of the Notice of
Intent (NOI) form.
• An existing CAFO must pay an annual
permit fee of $1,200.

CAFOs with Total House Capacity of Less than
350,000 Square Feet
• A CAFO must pay an annual fee in the
amount below, based upon the size
category as defined in COMAR
26.08.03.09A(3).
CAFO Size
Small
Medium
Large

Fee
$120
$600
$1,200

As MDE notified previously, the deadline to
submit a NOI and Comprehensive Nutrient
Management Plan (CNMP) for coverage under
the new GD Permit was 60 days following the
reissuance of the permit, which was
September 6, 2020. Once MDE have received
a NOI and CNMP, they will send you a billing
document (invoice) with the amount to ensure
correct payment. Please note that MDE is
prohibited from issuing permit coverage under
the new GD Permit until the applicable fee is
paid. If you are an existing operation that was
registered under the prior GD Permit, and you
submitted the Notice of Continued Operation
(NOCO) form in 2019 as well as your NOI and
CNMP within the designated timeframes, you
are still covered under the prior GD Permit
while the billing document is pending.

If you have any questions on the permitting
process, please contact MDE’s John Sullivan
at 410-537-3314 or
john.sullivan1@maryland.gov.
®

Virginia Proposes New Reporting Requirement for Litter Use

The Virgina Department of Environmental
Quality (DEQ) is proposing to amend Virginia
Pollution Abatement (VPA) Regulation and
General Permit for Poultry Waste
Management, 9VAC25-630, which regulates
how and when you may land apply poultry
litter. The new rule would require you to submit
your records to DEQ annually. DPI, Virginia
Agribusiness Council, Virginia Farm Bureau
Federation and Virginia Poultry Federation are
encouraging you to submit comments
opposing the regulation before an Oct. 2
deadline. Comments can be mailed to Betsy
Bowles, DEQ, P.O. Box 1105, Richmond, VA
23218 or emailed to
betsy.bowles@deq.virginia.gov. Personalize

your comments, but please be sure to
emphasize the following:

• State your opposition to end-user reporting
requirements as unnecessary for purposes
of tracking poultry litter and
counterproductive to the litter transport
goals in Virginia’s Chesapeake Bay
restoration plan. Be sure to express your
concern that this requirement could
negatively affect your willingness as an
end-user to utilize poultry litter on your
farm with or without incentive payments.
• Urge DEQ not to add required reporting on
use of litter amendments.
®
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Grants Available for Buffers in Delaware Watersheds

Delaware chicken growers in the Inland Bays
or Chesapeake Bay watersheds can get a
minimum 50 percent cost-share funding for
vegetative environmental buffers (VEBs) on
your farms. The VEBs can be field borders,
windbreaks, grassy buffers or pollinatorfriendly plots. Growers who perform installation
work will qualify for a greater cost-shared
amount.

To qualify for this limited-time, fund-capped
offer, growers must be DPI members at the
$150 annual dues level or higher. The grants
are delivered through a partnership between
DPI, the Sussex Conservation District, and
DNREC’s Division of Watershed Stewardship
Nonpoint Source Program.
To learn more or to determine whether your
farm is in an eligible watershed, contact Jim

Passwaters, DPI’s environmental buffers
coordinator: 302-236-0470 or
passwaters@dpichicken.com.
®

A small business loan isn’t just about the money.
It’s about making the most of it.
To learn more, visit us at liveoakbank.com/poultry
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Lenders Have Farmers' Backs During COVID-19 Uncertainty
By Jenell Eck
Maryland Grain Producers

To produce food, fuel, and fiber for all, farmers
have a number of expenses, including land,
equipment, labor, seed, and other inputs.
During the COVID-19 pandemic, farmers are
concerned, like many others, about paying
these bills. Thankfully, in Delmarva's
agricultural community, lenders stepped up to
help.

MidAtlantic Farm Credit works hand in glove
with customers in order to tailor any changes
and ensure the best possible outcomes.
Committed to keeping food production
humming once the pandemic's effects began
to be felt, Farm Credit began suspending any
new foreclosure actions and waiving wire fees.
Borrowers could pay interest-only or defer
payments all together through an easy,
streamlined three-month deferral program (with
an option for an additional three months). On
MidAtlantic Farm Credit's website, members
could stay up-to-date on COVID-19 resources,
including the Paycheck Protection Program
(PPP), a forgivable government loan to keep
employees on the payroll full-time during the
COVID-19 pandemic. Farm Credit
administered over 300 loans, totaling over $16
million, through PPP. Lastly, Farm Credit
distributed over $17 million in patronage, or
dividends, back to its members in April.

One of Delmarva's large broiler growers took
advantage of the PPP loans to keep his fulltime employee paid. Since 2015, Brian
Kunkowski has raised chickens in four houses,
producing six million pounds of meat each
year. In 2016, Brian and M&T Bank began a
strong relationship with a great fixed-rate loan.
With M&T's customer service, Brian and his
wife had an easy PPP application process and
were able to ensure all bills were paid while
his birds were in the houses 10 days longer

Brian Kunkowski

than normal, requiring more energy, feed and
water and pushing back his settlement
paycheck.

"Being proactive is important when it comes to
finances," said Brian. When the pandemic
began, Brian was unsure if he would get paid
or when because of all the unknowns. Through
M&T's business, Brain was able to receive the
appropriate resources to keep his stress
comfortable. "Today, we still don't know how
things will be in 6 months," Brian said, but he
has also taken advantage of M&T's line of
credit to keep the farm operating, as well as
M&T's customized reward business credit
card. Brian summed up: "Without institutions
like M&T, we wouldn't have the farms to
produce the food. It all works together."
®
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What Mask is Right for Your Farm Job?
By Dr. Jennifer Timmons, University of Maryland Eastern Shore
and Dr. Jon Moyle, University of Maryland Extension

In the course of their jobs, poultry growers
face many different environmental situations from dusty barns and biosecurity protocols to
mixing chemicals for fieldwork. Each situation
requires a different level of respiratory
protection. When determining what type of
respiratory protection a grower needs,
consider the following mask descriptions.
Masks for Everyday Use (Dust/Particulate)

Growers work in their chicken houses multiple
times each day. When the houses are
ventilated properly, dust and dander are their
main concerns. In that case, a simple
“nuisance” dust mask is all that is needed.
Nuisance dust masks are not respirators and
are not approved by the National Institute of
Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH). The
mask will have one strap to secure it over the
mouth and nose and guards against large dust
particles. It is not intended to protect against
hazardous dust, gases, or vapors from
pesticides. In addition, it is inexpensive and
can be purchased from local farm supply
stores. If a dust mask is not available, tie a
bandana around the face or make one at
home with scrap material from other sewing
projects. Simple designs are available online.
Some may be found at
https://www.cdc.gov/coro-navirus/2019ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-clothfacecoverings.html. Wash masks daily and
reuse.

Dust masks need to fit snugly but comfortably
against the side of the face and around the
nose. They should be secured with elastic or
ties and should allow for breathing without
restriction. Homemade masks can also be
made with ear loops to secure them but can
become uncomfortable when worn for
extended periods.

Disposable Respirators

The disposable particulate respirator is
commonly referred to as a dust mask, but
should not be confused with a nuisance dust
mask. Disposable particulate respirators have
two straps and are NIOSH approved. The
approval label should be printed on the box or
the mask or both. The respirators are
categorized by the type of filter and rated by
their efficiency in reducing the user’s exposure
to dust, mists, and fumes.
Particulate Respirator

N95 Respirator

The N95 disposable respirator (“N” filter) is
95% efficient against particulate aerosols free
of oil. Other codes used for non-powered
respirators are R, which means the filter in the
mask is resistant to oil, and P, which means
the unit is oilproof. All three types of filters are
available in efficiency levels of 95%, 99%, and
99.7%.
The main uses for the disposable particulate
respirator include protection from dusts and
mists. Disinfectants, pesticides, or litter
amendments are safe if the manufacturer’s
guidelines are followed. Always follow the
manufacturer’s protection recommendations.

A description of non-disposable respirators and
their use can be found on the National Ag
Safety website at
https://nasdonline.org/197/d000146/respiratory
-health-on-the-poultry-farm.html.
®
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Biosecurity Checklist
Adapted from an Iowa State University/USDA Publication

Winter migration of wildfowl is on the horizon –
which adds to the risk, always present, that
avian influenza might find its way into
Delmarva chicken houses. To prevent an AI
outbreak, it is the responsibility of everyone
involved in raising a flock to keep poultry
flocks from becoming infected by focusing on
biosecurity they can control on their premises.
Here, we share a 14-point checklist that helps
growers focus on implementing operational
biosecurity; however, poultry producers should
consider both operational and structural
biosecurity strategies to reduce their overall
risk of AI and other diseases.

This document emphasizes the elements of
biosecurity that are believed to be most critical.
Based on expert opinion, epidemiological
evidence, and experience in recent outbreaks,
the highest risks for AI virus introduction are
personnel who enter the poultry buildings,
shared equipment and shared crews,
procedures for disposal of dead birds, and
manure management. These elements are the
highest priorities for biosecurity. However, all of
the biosecurity steps are important to prevent
disease introduction.

The original version of the Self-Assessment
Checklist for Implementing Poultry Biosecurity
was developed by the Center for Food
Security and Public Health (CFSPH), Iowa
State University (ISU), College of Veterinary
Medicine with extensive input from federal,
state, academic, and industry collaborators.
This version has been updated by the CFSPH
to reflect the items included in Standard EBiosecurity Principles in the 2017 National
Poultry Improvement Program (NPIP) Official
Program Standards.

1. Biosecurity Responsibility
The Biosecurity Coordinator is responsible for
the development, implementation,
maintenance and ongoing effectiveness of the
biosecurity program. The Biosecurity
Coordinator, along with the personnel and
caretakers on the farms and production sites,
are responsible for the implementation of the
biosecurity program. The Biosecurity
Coordinator should review the biosecurity
program at least once during each calendar
year and make revisions as necessary.
In place ■ In progress ■ Not In place ■

2. Training
The biosecurity program should include
training materials that cover both farm sitespecific procedures as well as premises-wide
and/or company-wide procedures as
appropriate. All poultry owners and caretakers
that regularly enter the perimeter buffer area
(PBA) must complete this training. The training
must be done at least once per calendar year
and documented. New poultry caretakers
should be trained at hire. Training records
should be retained.
In place ■ In progress ■ Not In place ■

3. Line of Separation (LOS)
The Line of Separation (LOS) is a functional
line separating the poultry house(s) and the
poultry inside from exposure to potential
disease sources. Generally, it is defined by the
walls of the poultry building with practical
deviations to account for entry points,
structural aspects, or outside access areas.
The site-specific biosecurity plan should
describe or illustrate the boundaries of the
LOS and clearly outline the procedures to be
followed when caretakers, visitors, or suppliers
cross it.
In place ■ In progress ■ Not In place ■

Continued on page 15
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Biosecurity Checklist
Continued from page 14
4. Perimeter Buffer Area (PBA)
The perimeter buffer area is a functional zone
surrounding the poultry houses that separates
them from areas unrelated to poultry
production on that site and/or adjoining
properties. It is comprised of the poultry
houses and poultry raising areas as well as
nearby structures and high traffic areas
involved in the daily function of the poultry
farm. This would usually include but not be
limited to such things as feed bins, manure
sheds, composting areas, egg rooms,
generators, pump rooms, etc. The site-specific
biosecurity plan should describe or illustrate
the boundaries of the PBA and clearly outline
the procedures that caretakers, visitors, or
suppliers must follow when entering and
leaving the PBA.
In place ■ In progress ■ Not In place ■

5. Personnel
The biosecurity program and/or the sitespecific biosecurity plan should include
provisions specifically addressing procedures
and biosecurity PPE for site-dedicated
personnel. The plan should likewise address
the procedures and biosecurity PPE for nonfarm personnel. The plan should also specify
procedures which all personnel having had
recent contact with other poultry or avian
species should follow before reentering the
PBA.
In place ■ In progress ■ Not In place ■

6. Wild Birds, Rodents and Insects
Poultry operations should have control
measures to prevent contact with and protect
poultry from wild birds, their feces and their
feathers as appropriate to the production
system. These procedures should be reviewed
further during periods of heightened risks of
disease transmission. Control programs for

rodents, insects, and other animals should be
in place and documented.
In place ■ In progress ■ Not In place ■

7. Equipment and Vehicles
The biosecurity plan should include provisions
for procedures for cleaning, disinfection, or
restriction of sharing of equipment where
applicable. Vehicle access and traffic patterns
should be defined in the site-specific
biosecurity plan.
In place ■ In progress ■ Not In place ■

8. Mortality Disposal
Mortality should be collected daily, stored and
disposed in a manner that does not attract wild
birds, rodents, insects, and other animals and
minimizes the potential for cross-contamination
from other facilities or between premises. It is
recommended that dead bird disposal be onsite, if possible. Mortality disposal should be
described in the site-specific biosecurity plan.
In place ■ In progress ■ Not In place ■

9. Manure and Litter Management
Manure and spent litter should be removed,
stored and disposed of in a manner to prevent
exposure of susceptible poultry to disease
agents. Onsite litter and manure storage
should limit attraction of wild birds, rodents,
insects, and other animals.
In place ■ In progress ■ Not In place ■

10. Replacement Poultry
Replacement poultry should be sourced from
health-monitored flocks which are in
compliance with NPIP guidelines. They should
be transported in equipment and vehicles that
are regularly cleaned, disinfected and
inspected. Biosecurity protocols should be in
place for equipment and personnel involved in
the transport of replacement poultry.
In place ■ In progress ■ Not In place ■

Continued on page 16
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Biosecurity Checklist
Continued from page 15
11. Water Supplies
It is recommended that drinking water or water
used for evaporative cooling be sourced from
a contained supply such as a well or municipal
system. If drinking water comes from a surface
water source, water treatment must be used to
reduce the level of disease agents. If surfaces
have been cleaned or flushed with surface
water, subsequent disinfection should be
employed to prevent disease transmission.
In place ■ In progress ■ Not In place ■

12. Feed and Replacement Litter
Feed, feed ingredients, bedding, and litter
should be delivered, stored and maintained in
a manner that limits exposure to and
contamination by wild birds, rodents, insects,
and other animals. Feed spills within the PBA
(outside of the LOS) should be cleaned up and
disposed in a timely fashion.
In place ■ In progress ■ Not In place ■

13. Reporting of Elevated Morbidity and
Mortality
Elevation in morbidity and/or mortality above
expected levels, as defined by the biosecurity
plan, should be reported as required in the
site-specific biosecurity plan and appropriate
actions should be taken to rule out reportable
disease agents.
In place ■ In progress ■ Not In place ■

14. Auditing
Each audit shall require the biosecurity plan’s
training materials, documentation of
implementation of the NPIP Biosecurity
Principles, corrective actions taken, and the
Biosecurity Coordinator’s annual review to be
audited for completeness and compliance with
the NPIP Biosecurity Principles.
In place ■ In progress ■ Not In place ■
®

After Changes, EIDLs Open To More Farmers

Small business owners, including farm owners,
and non-profits are able to apply for an
Economic Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL), a Small
Business Administration program designed to
provide economic relief to businesses that are
currently experiencing a temporary loss of
revenue during the COVID-19 crisis. Over the
summer, after Congress expanded eligibility for
EIDLs to include more agricultural businesses
than had originally qualified, and it may be
worth taking a second look at this loan
program by visiting www.sba.gov.
Eligible small businesses, private non-profits
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and agricultural businesses may apply for an
EIDL capped at $150,000. The payment is
deferred for one year, and the fixed loan rate is
3.75% over 30 years. Farmers need to have
submitted 2019 taxes to qualify. One thing to
remember is the “cost of goods” for contract
chicken growers is $0; all the expenses go
under “Expenses” columns.
It’s important to note that if a farmer has
received any other COVID-19 related loan or
grant from SBA, it disqualifies the farmer from
receiving an EIDL.
®
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Get The Latest in Ventilation Efficiency
for Your New or Retrofit Project
Chore-Time’s complete poultry production
systems include the latest in energy-efficient
and feed-saving products:

Tunnel door insulates about
eight times better than a curtain.

•

Chore-Time’s tunnel doors improve in-house
air mixing.

•

TURBO-COOL™ Evaporative Cooling Systems
feature 2-inch pipe and 5/32-inch water
openings.

•

Easy-to-use CHORE-TRONICS® 3 Controls
maximize whole-house efficiency.

SM

Contact us today for more information, and
grow with us!

NORTHEAST AGRI SYSTEMS, INC.

TURBO-COOL™ System’s reinforced,
continuous, one-piece trough.

www.neagri.com

28527 Boyce Road
Laurel, DE 19956
800.735.6361
302.875.1886

Authorized Independent Chore-Time Distributor Since 1982

Ecodrum™ is the leading supplier of in-vessel mortality
composting equipment. Since 2007, poultry producers
have relied on Ecodrum™ composters to dispose of
their mortality in a cost-effective and environmentally
sensitive manner.
Benefits:
• No Expensive Electric Bills
• No Invasive Trucks
• Neighbor Friendly
• True Bio-Security

CContact
on t ac t uus:
s:
()
() 
//ecodrumcomposter
ecodrumcompos ter
w
w w.ecodrumcompos ter.com
www.ecodrumcomposter.com
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NOW OPEN!
4227 Lankford Hwy (Rt.13)
New Church, VA 23415
757.894.7917

®

CHORE-TRONICS 3 Controls
now include fully integrated
ceiling inlet and bird scale
control along with other
enhanced features.

®

Federal Change Decouples Environmental Reviews,
FSA Loan Guarantees

On July 9, the Council on Environmental
Quality (CEQ) announced the final rule
updating regulations for the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), marking the
first comprehensive update of the regulations
since 1978. This change removes federal loan
guarantees from the NEPA process. The
change includes federal loan guarantees
granted by the USDA’s Farm Service Agency
(FSA) utilized by many producers, including
chicken growers. This final rule went into effect
on September 14.

What is NEPA?
NEPA requires federal agencies to assess the
damage to the environment of all proposed
actions, directing agencies to assess the
environmental impacts. Agencies must prepare
a detailed statement called an Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS) when actions would
have a significant impact on the environment.
An agency completes an Environmental
Assessment (EA) to determine if the project
will require an EIS.

In the past, FSA and Small Business
Administration (SBA) were required to
complete an EA on all actions involving federal
loan guarantees. An EA must show the need
for the proposed action, such as a proposed
poultry house, alternatives to the project,
environmental impacts of the proposed action,
and other options, and a list of all agencies
and persons consulted. The agency must
complete this process, determine if an EIS is
required, or explain why only an EA is
appropriate. A few animal feeding operations
(AFOs) have had loan guarantees challenged
by groups, including one in Maryland, for FSA
not having followed proper procedures.

Final Rule Changes
As mentioned, the final rule from CEQ
excludes loans, loan guarantees, and other
forms of financial assistance. According to
CEQ, an agency such as FSA would not
exercise sufficient control and responsibilities
over the effects of the action, including farm
ownership and operating loan guarantees and
SBA’s business loan guarantees. With FSA’s
loan guarantees, CEQ highlights that FSA’s
role is limited to providing the guarantee to a
private lender with no federal funds spent
unless the borrower defaults on the private
loan. If a default happens, the funds are paid
to the lender, not the borrower. FSA does not
control any actual decision-making authority
over the lender or the borrower. In previous
court decisions, courts have highlighted that
when an agency has no control, NEPA is not
triggered. For this reason, a NEPA review will
now exclude FSA’s loan guarantees.

What Does This Mean?
For a grower looking to expand, building new
houses, or looking to get into poultry, this
change does not affect any of the state
environmental review processes which would
ordinarily need to be done. The move will be if
a grower’s lender requires a loan guarantee
with FSA. FSA would no longer have to do an
environmental review before granting that loan
guarantee. This change would also take away
potential challenges to FSA’s environmental
review by groups. This final rule goes into
effect on September 14, 2020.
®
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Alarm Sales and Installation
for Poultry Houses
Prompt Professional Service
24-Hour Agralarm Monitoring
Maintenance Programs
Remote PC Connection
Sales and Service

If you are building new houses, remodeling older
houses or simply need to upgrade or repair your
existing alarm system, Agralarm can help!
Poultry house alarms have been our specialty
since 1990.
Call Agralarm @ 1-888-968-2802 TODAY
or visit our website @ www.agralarm.com
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Researchers Seeking to Link Farm Clusters
and Disabled Students Come Up Short
This summer, public health researchers with
the University of Maryland compared livestock
farm locations to data about where students
with disabilities live on the theory that they'd
uncover some kind of connection. But the
research paper’s own clearly stated findings
did not offer support for the CAFOs-disabilities
link the researchers posed. The researchers
admitted their statistical work "demonstrated
that CAFO counts, average nitrate
concentrations, and the sociodemographic
variables of interest were not statistically
significant with regards to predicting disabilities
outcomes."
After running a story about the research that
failed to mention the absence of significant
findings, The News Journal ran a letter to the
editor from DPI’s Holly Porter, reprinted below,
in their Aug. 29 issue.

The News Journal’s Aug. 26 story about
University of Maryland researchers studying
farm locations, nitrates, and disabilities in
schools repeatedly teased the possibility that
those researchers found links between
students’ proximity to farms and their likelihood
of having disabilities recognized in school
settings. The research “raised serious
questions,” your story said, and “suggested” a
connection; the paper’s authors “wonder if
there’s a link.”

But I am disappointed your story did not tell
readers what answers to these questions and
suggestions the researchers presented. The
research paper’s own clearly stated findings –
I reviewed them – do not offer support for the
CAFOs-disabilities link the researchers posed,
and which the News Journal story repeatedly
posits. But those no-clear-link-found
conclusions go entirely unmentioned in your

front-page story.

A statistical regression involving farms,
groundwater modeling, and agricultural
manure “showed little to no significant
correlations related to students enrolled in
disability programs in Delaware schools,” the
researchers wrote. A second, different
statistical regression “produced similar results,
with little observable associations and few
significant results.” And in summary, “the
results of this model demonstrated that CAFO
counts, average nitrate concentrations, and the
sociodemographic variables of interest were
not statistically significant with regards to
predicting disabilities outcomes,” they wrote.

The researchers found answers to the
questions they raised – not the answers it
seems they expected, but clear findings: no
significant correlation, no statistical
significance. Why were their actual findings not
noted in your coverage?
Holly Porter
Georgetown, Delaware

®
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• Build tall, well-formed windrows for optimum
heat generation and composting results
• Pulverize the cake in the litter with dual auger
and pulverizing action
• Convert your litter into pathogen free compost

Learn more about
other LVI PRODUCTS
LVI Machinery is Quality Built and DesignEngineered to Provide the Farmer with
Outstanding Performance

www.lvimfg.com

VISIT YOUR LOCAL DEALER TODAY!

Bobcat of Accomac
Marydel Ag Supply
Binkley & Hurst
Marydel, DE
Accomac, VA
Seaford, DE
Kennedyville, MD 757-787-4141
302-343-9541
866-670-4705
888-269-0372

CALL US FOR
Y
OUR L
YOUR
LOCAL
OCAL PRICE!
1 (443) 210-2623

NURSE TRAILERS
Allowing you to transport
liquid safely and legally
legally..

STORAGE
STORAGE TANKS
TANKS
Industry leading RibbedWall™
W
all™ tank warranty
warranty.
warranty.

TRANSPORT
TRANSPOR
T TANKS
TANKS
Superior tank mounting
system.

AUTHORIZED
UTHORIZED DEALER

500 - 1,600 GAL

100 - 10,400 GAL

110
110 - 4,500 GAL

DESIGNED BETTER. BUILT
BUILT STRONGER. LASTS LONGER.
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Favorite in the Field
The only newspaper in the Mid-Atlantic region with a
MONTHLY SECTION DEDICATED TO
THE POULTRY INDUSTRY.
Interested in subscribing?
Call Megan at 1-800-634-5021. Mention this ad and
receive 20% off your subscription.

Own a business and want to reach more customers?
Call Tiffany and ask her about advertising.

410-822-3965 - www.americanfarm.com
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USPOULTRY Announces 2021 Family Farm
Environmental Excellence Award Competition

USPOULTRY is now accepting nominations for
the 2021 Family Farm Environmental
Excellence Award. The award recognizes
exemplary environmental stewardship by
family farmers engaged in poultry and egg
production. Those eligible for the award
include any family-owned poultry grower or
egg producer supplying product to a
USPOULTRY member or an independent
producer who is a USPOULTRY member.
Nominations are due Oct. 30.
Nominations for the 2021 competition may be
made by a USPOULTRY member, an affiliated
state poultry association or by a poultry or egg
producer that grows poultry or produces eggs
for a USPOULTRY member. Each integrator or
egg processor may nominate two growers or
producers for each processing facility in each

state that they operate.

Winners of next year’s awards will receive a
trip that covers travel expenses and hotel
accommodations for two nights to attend the
2021 International Poultry Expo, part of the
International Production & Processing Expo
(IPPE), in Atlanta, Ga. Each will also receive a
Family Farm Environmental Excellence Award
sign to display near the entrance of their farm.
The winner for each region will be named at a
special award ceremony that will take place at
the end of the Animal Agriculture Sustainability
Summit, held in conjunction with IPPE, on Jan.
26, 2021. Each regional winner will also
receive a $1,000 cash award. The application
and competition details are available on the
USPOULTRY website at
www.uspoultry.org/environment.
®

A Family Tradition Since 1967
A Family Tradition Since 1967
Agents: Jackie King
Agents: Nancy
Jackie King
Nancy King
King
Donna
Donna King
101 W. Market Street
101 W. Market
Georgetown,
DEStreet
19947
Georgetown,
DE 19947
302 855 0800
302
800 855
823 0800
7750
800
823
7750
302
855
0885
FAX
302 855 0885 FAX
Email: agents@kingcrop.com
Email: agents@kingcrop.com
Website:
www.kingcrop.com
Website: www.kingcrop.com
Experience Counts with your Crop Insurance Agent !
Experience Counts
with
your
Cropprovider.
Insurance Agent !
This agency
is an equal
opportunity
This agency is an equal opportunity provider.
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Energize Delaware Farm Program Ͳ Benefits Available

Improve Your Bottom Line with Energy Efficiency Upgrades
Energize Delaware Farm Program is oīering great opportuniƟes to help you to save energy and save money. Delaware farms are eligible for energy eĸciency incenƟve payments of 30%Ͳ40% of the cost of approved energy eĸciency measures, including, but not limited to:

• Lighting • HVAC Insulation • Motors & Controls • Pump Upgrades • VSDs • Fuel Switch •
Eĸciency projects over $20,000 can qualify for a 2% fixed rate loans for up to 20 years.

Interested in Solar? Delaware farms can receive a free Renewable Energy Assessment.
Renewable Energy Projects can qualify for a 3% fixed rate loan for up to 20 years.

Call us at 800Ͳ732Ͳ1399 or email at Delaware@ensave.com
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Green Flag. Farm friendly.

Understanding what’s important.
Working with a bank that appreciates the value of a hard day’s work is important. A bank that’s been inside your community and
working with agribusiness for generations. At M&T Bank, we know what it takes to get the job done – to get you the lending you need.
That’s why we’re a preferred lender of small business agriculture loans in Delaware.1 So let’s get to work.
Contact your local Agribusiness Specialist:
Keith Atkins
302-228-1689
katkins@mtb.com
Equal Housing Lender. 1Approved to offer SBA loan products under SBA’s Preferred Lender program. SBA loans are subject to SBA eligibility. ©2017 M&T Bank. Member FDIC. CS15496 (5/17)
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Don’t just start your birds...

in-VIGOR-ate®
THEM!

Chic
Chicks
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formance and livability.
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in-VIGOR-ate ®

is a uniquely formulated nutritional supplement delivered via drinking water.
The combination of components promotes water and feed intake, supports energy, metabolism,
provides nutritional support to the immune system and aids more rapid development of gut microflora.

CVE

CLEAR VIEW
E N T E R P R I S E S

FFor
or mor
more
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information visit our w
infor
website
ebsite aatt
www.in-vigor-ate.com
w
ww.in-vigor-ate.com
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DPI’s MISSION
To be the Delmarva
chicken industry’s voice
as the premier membership
association focusing on
advocacy, education and
member relations.

DELMARVA POULTRY INDUSTRY, INC.
16686 County Seat Highway
Georgetown, DE 19947-4881
Address Services Requested

DPI’s VISION
To be the most-respected
chicken organization
in the United States.
(302) 856-9037
dpi@dpichicken.com
www.dpichicken.org
Social icon

Rounded square
Only use blue and/or white.
For more details check out our
Brand Guidelines.
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Hurricane Guide
Speaks Directly to Growers

A new USDA Southeast Climate Hub publication
crossed our desks that we thought would be useful to
Delmarva’s chicken growers. “Hurricane Preparation
and Recovery in the Southeastern United States:
Poultry Producers Guide” is a 65-page manual for
preparing a poultry farm for hurricanes, recovering
when they happen, and managing your birds until
flood waters recede. Find the guide at
climatehubs.usda.gov/hubs/southeast.

If you’ve shared your email address with DPI before,
you learned about this guide in August when we
included it in Chicken Chatter, an every-Wednesday
email newsletter for DPI members. Don’t get Chicken
Chatter? Notify us of the email address we should
link to your membership: dpi@dpichicken.com.
®

