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Two years ago, I would have been 
writing this column from my kitchen 
counter, which was serving as my home 
office. The world and the industry were at 
the start of a worldwide pandemic, with 
so many moving pieces, unanswered 
questions and confusion all around us. I 
thought that was the craziest time I’d see in 
my career so far in the chicken community.

I was wrong. Today I’m writing this 
column sitting in the middle of the incident 
command center dealing with highly 

pathogenic avian influenza on our Delmarva peninsula. And again, we’re 
addressing so many moving pieces, unanswered questions and confusion 
all around. 

But the difference between two years ago and today is the confidence 
I, personally, have in the people within the chicken industry to prevent, 
eradicate and stop this virus. The first part of that, prevention, starts with 
every person reading this column. You all have the tools; you all have the 
biosecurity training; and you all understand the importance of preventing 
this virus from crossing the line of separation. Now, it’s just a matter of 
aggressively implementing. For more on that perspective from a grower, 
check out DCA President Far Nasir’s column in this issue.

For the eradication step, I’ve seen firsthand how quickly our community 
acts, even before HPAI was in broiler farms. Chicken companies and 
allied businesses were there from the beginning offering their services 
and resources when the first egg-laying operation tested positive. It didn’t 
matter that it wasn’t a broiler farm – we were doing all we could to prevent 
any further spread. 

To stop this virus, we must all stay as informed as possible. And that 
information needs to be accurate. That’s where you can count on DCA to 
help with that. We know there is a delay from when the rumors start to when 
information is shared, and there are very important reasons for that. Visit our 
website at https://www.dcachicken.com/resources/HPAI.cfm and watch 
the presentation from our grower committee in March. But one thing you 
can be assured of – when DCA communicates, we will be giving the most 
factual information that is available. So now more than ever it is important 
to be part of a trusted association. If you have neighbors or business 
associates that don’t seem as well-informed, share with them how easy 
it is to be a member of DCA, to receive our weekly e-newsletter and extra 
reports, to have a website to gather details and more.

You should also know DCA is working to ensure our states have funding 
and programs that could help compensate chicken growers who have a loss 
of income through delayed chick placements during HPAI outbreaks. The 
USDA indemnity program is only for infected premises, and offers no relief 
to growers in those situations. We’ve heard you that this is a real need and 
we’re working to address it. 

Even on the days when I feel like I’m drowning in this incident, I know 
there is a brighter day ahead and I know that our chicken community will 
come out even stronger – just as we did with COVID-19. And I hope to 
celebrate that strength at our Booster BBQ in June with all of you. ▪
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Who We Are
Delmarva Chicken Association is the 1,600-member trade association working for 

the common good of the meat chicken industry in Delaware, the Eastern Shore of Maryland, 
and Virginia’s Eastern Shore.

O U R  M I S S I O N : 
To be the Delmarva chicken industry’s voice as the premier membership association focusing on 

advocacy, education and member relations.

O U R  V I S I O N : 
To be the most-respected chicken organization in the United States.

Delmarva Chicken is published six times a year by Delmarva Chicken Association 
and distributed to our membership by mail, as well as made available at dcachicken.com. 

For advertising inquiries, contact James Fisher, communications manager, 
at 302-856-9037 or fisher@dcachicken.com. 

Design by Piccolo Creative | piccolocreative.com
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These are the biosecurity principles I’ve made certain 
are being followed on my farm.

We are all committed enough to our flocks and 
our livelihoods to do what it takes to put HPAI in the 
rearview mirror for good. ▪

5Delmarva Chicken  |  April 2022

I don’t use the same pair of footwear 
or foot coverings to enter more than 

one house; as inconvenient as it is to change 
footwear for each house, doing that lowers the 
risk of tracking virus particles in.

Make certain footbaths with disinfecting 
agents are at your chicken house doors. 

Anyone making service visits should only use 
doors that have a footbath when entering and 
exiting.

Vehicle tires and equipment should be 
disinfected when they arrive on your farm 

and again as they leave. As Jenny Rhodes 
always tells me, I am in charge of my own farm; 
you can require this of your visitors, too.

Visiting vehicles and non-farm machinery 
should be parked outside the perimeter 

of your biosecurity plan. Parked too close, they 
risk carrying virus particles via dust to other 
sites.

All essential visitors must wear disposable 
boots if they must get out of their vehicles 

and leave the boots for disposal at the farm 
prior to leaving.

1

2

3

4

5

F R O M  T H E  P R E S I D E N T:
Fall Back to Biosecurity

The first-ever 
detections of 
highly pathogenic 
avian influenza on 
Delmarva poultry 
farms – and the 
first detections of 
any kind of AI here 
since 2004 – are 
unsettling news 
for those of us 
who make a living 
raising chickens. 
We all watched 
from a distance 

as the HPAI outbreaks of 2014 and 2015 affected 
growers in other parts of the country and led to the 
depopulation of 49 million birds in those flocks. I’m 
sure we all felt grateful that Delmarva was spared any 
effects from that outbreak. But now, clearly, we’re in 
the thick of it. 

As of late March, farmers in 13 states raising 
chickens and turkeys had HPAI detected in their 
flocks, necessitating depopulation, quarantine, 
disinfection and testing. These are major disruptions 
for any farmer, and we feel for the Delmarva farmers 
who have had to address this disease on their 
properties. No one ever wants this outcome for 
a flock of birds in his or her care. Getting back to 
normal after HPAI takes at least 90 days, maybe 120 
days, maybe longer, according to the USDA, which 
oversees the depopulation indemnity program. After 
the first HPAI cases were announced, DCA held virtual 
meetings for our members to explain the process that 
occurs after detection and answer questions about 
what’s restricted on farms in the zones around HPAI 
detections. 

In those Zoom meetings, we also discussed 
biosecurity – nobody’s favorite conversation topic, I 
know, but an aspect of our lives as growers we must 
take very seriously to avoid danger to Delmarva’s 
chicken community. A hard lesson learned in the 
2014-2015 HPAI outbreak in the Midwest was that 
lateral, farm-to-farm transmission accounted for nearly 
all of the more than 200 farm detections of HPAI. 
To avoid a repeat here, we simply have to do better. 

BIOSECURITY PRINCIPLES[ ]

FAR NASIR

If you have questions or suggestions for ways 
DCA can help its members boost biosecurity, 

get in touch with us.

Call Us: 302-856-9037
Write Us: dca@dcachicken.com



CVE CLEAR   
E  N  T  E  R  P  R  I  S  E  S

VIEW

Chicks and poults at placement are faced with many 
stressors that impact performance and livability.

Don’t just start your birds...

in-VIGOR-ate®

THEM!

in-VIGOR-ate  is a uniquely formulated nutritional supplement delivered via drinking water.
The combination of components promotes water and feed intake, supports energy, metabolism,  
provides nutritional support to the immune system and aids more rapid development of gut micro�ora. 

®

For more information visit our website at 
www.in-vigor-ate.com

8999 Ocean Hwy, Unit D
Delmar, Maryland 21875
(888) 253-5373
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We’ve rescheduled our Booster BBQ, pushing 
it back further from the wild waterfowl migration 
season that carries higher risks of HPAI. The 
Booster BBQ this year will be held June 22, again 
at Quillen Arena in Harrington, Del.’s Delaware 
State Fairgrounds. Just like last year, we’ll send 
DCA members postcards with information on how 
they can register to attend; every $150 in dues 
entitles you to register two guests. ▪

B O O S T E R  B B Q
Set for June 22

More information, as well as sponsorship 
opportunities for the event, can be found on 

our website.

dcachicken.com/booster-bbq



POULTRY
PROUD

Farm Credit proudly supports the poultry industry.

Contact us to discuss your customized financial solutions.  

farmcredit.com | 888.339.3334
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regions outside Delmarva.
“We were bringing in close to 

two million cubic feet of wood 
shavings a year from Pennsylvania 
or other sources. The goal is 
to replace all of that,” said Bill 
Massey, governmental and political 
liaison for Mountaire Farms (he’s 
also a DCA board member and a 
past DCA president).  “By 2024, 
70 percent of our bedding needs 
will be fulfilled with locally grown 
miscanthus grass.” 

David Tribbett, a longtime crop 
farmer on Maryland’s Eastern 
Shore, felt pangs of nervousness 
six years ago when he hauled out 
a planter in March, far earlier than 
any of his neighbors were out 
planting corn or soybeans. “When 
I planted my home farm, I had 
people riding by saying, ‘You’re 
planting corn already? What kind 
of corn planter is that?’” Tribbett 
recalled. “I said, ‘No, I’m planting 
grass.’”

Tribbett was laying down 
rhizomes of Miscanthus x 
giganteus, a woody-centered sterile 
grass that can reach 14 feet high 
in just three years of growth. That 
crop’s name doesn’t roll off the 
tongue for many Delmarva farmers. 
But Tribbett, along with others 
who are investing in miscanthus, is 
excited about its potential as a kind 
of Swiss army knife crop, serving 
both as chicken house bedding 

and as a vegetative buffer around 
cropland. 

More than six years after that 
first spring planting, Tribbett is 
growing miscanthus on 650 acres 
of cropland. Another producer, 
Luthy Farms, has even more acres 
than that planted with miscanthus. 
Together, the two farms are 
supplying Mountaire Farms, one of 
Delmarva’s five chicken companies, 
with field-chopped miscanthus 
that Mountaire is providing to its 
chicken growers as bedding, in 
lieu of the wood shavings that 
have traditionally been underfoot 
Delmarva’s broilers. 

For Mountaire, getting a handle 
on miscanthus – how it grows, 
and how birds grow walking on it 
– extends the window when it can 
provide contract growers with new 
bedding. It also promises to reduce 
the company’s carbon footprint – 
and costs – by lessening the need 
to import wood shavings from 

GRASS GIANT
BY JAMES F ISHER
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Massey said the company has 
also encouraged about 20 chicken 
growers to incorporate miscanthus 
into the vegetative environmental 
buffers around their farms. The 
plant could end up doing double 
duty on some farms, acting as 
buffer and bedding.

So what exactly is miscanthus? 
Well, it isn’t identical to the kind of 
miscanthus you might see filling 
gaps in a garden or rain bed; those 
tend not to grow quite as high. Nor 
is it a variety with invasive-weed 
potential; the strain grown for 
Mountaire is a sterile hybrid that 
produces no seeds and can only 
be propagated by root-cutting. 
Mountaire and the farmers it’s 
sourcing miscanthus from work 
with AGgrow Tech, a North Carolina 
agriculture company, to obtain 
planting stock and get technical 
advice.

On approach, miscanthus simply 
looks like very tall, yellowy grass; 
up close, near its base, it almost 
resembles bamboo, with a rounded 
case protecting a spongy stem. It 
grows hardily in soil that doesn’t 
support other crops as well, and 
takes minimal soil amendments – a 
herbicide the first year it’s planted, 
and some litter or compost after 
that. “This is a very hardy crop. The 
more mature it gets, it’s going to 
shade itself,” Massey said. “And 
once it’s harvested it comes back 
even thicker.”

The first pilot projects that had 
chicken growers raise flocks on 

chopped miscanthus wouldn’t 
have led anywhere if the birds’ 
performance had suffered during 
growout. But, instead, growers 
that tried it were more than 
pleased. Tribbett raises chickens 
for Amick Farms, and early on, he 
trialed miscanthus bedding as a 
way to increase the frequency of 
his cleanouts without having to 
ask Amick to deliver him wood 
shavings more frequently than the 
company had scheduled. Right 
away, “that first flock’s liveability 
went up. We were picking up not 
even a half a bird per thousand 
through the flock,” Tribbett said. 
“So liveability was better, and it 
improved windrowing. I’m not 
trying to take anything away from 
wood at all – wood is also fuel 
for windrowing – but if there’s not 
enough material to improve the 
windrows, no matter what it is, 
you’re not windrowing right.” 

Miscanthus seems to work well 
as bedding because it’s good at 
absorbing moisture. And while it’s 
growing in the soil, it’s exceptional 
at absorbing nutrients, too. Dean 
Hively, a research physical scientist 
with the U.S. Geological Service, is 
partnering with USDA’s Agricultural 
Research Service to study the 
plant as it’s grown and used by 
Delmarva’s chicken industry. He 
says research into miscanthus he’s 
now gathering shows it absorbs 
nitrogen more efficiently than 
traditional crops do. 

“The reason I’m excited 

about miscanthus is, I very rarely 
see what people call win-win 
solutions,” Hively said. “It captures 
nitrogen and reduces nitrogen 
leaching to groundwater. Absolutely 
we’re seeing that. On phosphorus, 
the jury’s still out. But this is going 
to scavenge nitrogen, and from 
a Chesapeake Bay standpoint, 
that’s big… If you convert poultry 
barns on the Eastern Shore 
to miscanthus, that’s good for 
local agriculture, birds and the 
environment.”

Chicken companies are taking 
notice of the opportunity. Tyson 
Foods is also working with farmers 
around the country to produce 
miscanthus for chicken house 
bedding. For Mountaire, the 
prospect of drawing a supply chain 
closer to home is one of the main 
appeals. Bill Massey points out that 
achieving the 70 percent goal will 
eliminate the need to import wood 
material from Pennsylvania, cutting 
out 1,000 trailer hauls a year, and 
allow the company to get all the 
wood shavings it still needs from 
local-on-Delmarva suppliers.

“This is really a regional food 
system,” said Zach Evans, 
community relations manager 
at Mountaire and DCA’s vice 
president. “Bedding is an input that 
we require, so miscanthus grown 
here boosts our ability to source it 
locally and add another local link to 
the chain.” ▪
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IMPACT-P(NA)  is the
only dry, need activated

biological litter
amendment on the

market. It's easily and
quickly applied, non-

toxic, safe to apply with
birds in the house, non-

corrosive, and can be
used within days of

litter acidifiers.

IMPACT-P(NA) delivers a
huge number of

beneficial Bacillus
bacteria to overwhelm

and out-compete
disease causing
pathogens, dry,

compost, and improve
the litter, and lower

ammonia levels.  

Choose which
microbes dominate

your litter.

800-448-4723
impactpoultryproducts.com

Don't leave your litter to chance...

     

 

 

 

 

 

Clear View Enterprises, LLC (CVE) was formed in 2004 to bring to you the producer over 50 years of 
combined service and passion for the industry. CVE brings to you many products you know and have 
come to trust as well as a service staff that has proven itself unprecedented.  

   
    Your Customer Service Leader for: 

• Box lids and Paper Products 
• Waterline Sanitation/Cleaning 
• Nutrition & Supportive 

Products 
• Vitamin Supplements 
• Rodenticides & Bait Stations 
• Darkling Beetle control  
• Fly, Wasp & Mosquito control 
• Etatron Pump Parts 
• Stenner Pump Parts 
• Disinfectants & Cleaners 

 
 

New 2nd Location! 
17507 S. Dupont Hwy. 
Dock 9 Harrington, DE 

19952 
Call Brian (866)371-1893  

Delmar Location 
8999 Ocean Hwy Unit D 
Delmar, MD 21875 
Call Matt or Alex at 
(888)253-5373 



Favorite in the Field

The only newspaper in the Mid-Atlantic region with a 
MONTHLY SECTION DEDICATED TO 

THE POULTRY INDUSTRY.

Interested in subscribing?  
Call Megan at 1-800-634-5021. Mention this ad and 

receive 20% off your subscription.

Own a business and want to reach more customers?  
Call Tiffany and ask her about advertising. 

410-822-3965 - www.americanfarm.com

Chore-Time’s complete poultry production 
systems include the latest in energy-efficient 
and feed-saving products:

•  Chore-Time’s tunnel doors improve in-house 
air mixing.

• TURBO-COOL™ Evaporative Cooling Systems 
feature 2-inch pipe and 5/32-inch water 
openings.

• Easy-to-use CHORE-TRONICS® 3 Controls 
maximize whole-house efficiency.

Contact us today for more information, and 
grow with us!

Get The Latest in Ventilation Efficiency  
for Your New or Retrofit Project

SM

CHORE-TRONICS® 3 Controls 
now include fully integrated 
ceiling inlet and bird scale 
control along with other 
enhanced features.Authorized Independent Chore-Time Distributor Since 1982

NORTHEAST AGRI SYSTEMS, INC.
28527 Boyce Road
Laurel, DE 19956
800.735.6361
302.875.1886

CTB ADVERTISING
Ad No. CT-2460H-4C/201709

Northeast Agri Systems

TURBO-COOL™ System’s reinforced, 
continuous, one-piece trough.

Tunnel door insulates about  
eight times better than a curtain.

www.neagri.com

NOW OPEN!
4227 Lankford Hwy (Rt.13)
New Church, VA 23415
757.894.7917
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TECHNOLOGY-DRIVEN PROTECTION

TECHNOLOGY-DRIVEN PROTECTION

Gold metallic

VAXXITEK® is a registered trademark of the Boehringer Ingelheim Group in the United States of America and 
elsewhere. © 2022 Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health. All rights reserved. ALL-POU-0013-2021  220646

THE VAXXITEK® PORTFOLIO OF VACCINES
FOR A LIFETIME OF PERFORMANCE.

Visit www.vaxxitek.com for more information.

TETET CHNOLOGY-LOGY-LOGY DRIVEN PROTECTECT TIONTIONT

that starts at the 
very source.

PROTECTION

Strong
PROTECTION

Strong
ACTIVE
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Being the Delmarva chicken industry’s voice means sharing facts about how chicken growers, companies, 
and allied businesses operate, and often, it means responding to misconceptions about the chicken 

community. In each issue of Delmarva Chicken, we’ll share statistics, stories, and other materials we’ve 
relied on to do just that – equipping you with the same knowledge. This month, we’re sharing some of the 

visuals being used right now on social media to hold back the spread of HPAI. 
You can find more for your own use at de.gov/poultry

ADVOCATE’S TOOLKIT
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LITTR. APP: DCA answered the challenge of 
connecting those with litter to those who need 

litter with our new Littr. App. More than 400 users 
are making connections and expanding business, 
proving to key decision makers that Delmarva does 
not have too much litter. 

IN-PERSON EVENTS: DCA holds 
grower-focused events, including vegetative 
environmental buffers demonstrations, on-farm 

field days, and grower socials.

ADVERTISING: Members who join DCA at 
the $150 level or greater can advertise to our 

audience in the pages of Delmarva Chicken and in 
Chicken Chatter, our e-newsletter.

DCA Membership
K E E P S  Y O U  I N  T H E  L O O P

HPAI INFO: When a New Castle County, Del. 
layer farm was found to have birds infected 

with highly pathogenic avian influenza, or HPAI, we 
notified DCA members immediately and conducted 
virtual briefings on the response.

AID FOR GROWERS: We worked with 
Congress and other stakeholders to ensure 

that contract growers could be eligible for CFAP 
2 payments. We then worked with those same 
stakeholders to offer changes to the eligibility to 
assure more growers could benefit. 

BOOSTER BBQ: Join now to ensure you can 
register for this year’s Booster BBQ, happening 

June 22. For every $150 in annual dues, members 
can register two attendees for this fun, casual event.

VEB ASSISTANCE: Members enjoy free 
technical assistance in installing vegetative 

environmental buffers on farms, and we’ve helped 
growers unlock cost-share funds for many types of 
buffers.

SPONSORSHIPS: For allied business 
members, DCA membership opens the door to 

sponsorship and networking opportunities targeted 
squarely at the chicken community. DCA events 
including the National Meeting on Poultry Health, 
Processing & Live Production, on-farm field days, 
workshops and socials allow allied businesses to 
introduce themselves to potential customers. 

By paying his grower membership dues directly to DCA, Chad 
Mitchell was entered into, and won, our drawing for a $150 gift 

card to spend at Bunting & Bertrand, Inc. 
Left to right: Dale Collins, Jr., of Bunting & Bertrand; Chad Mitchell; 

and Bobby Gorski, DCA’s agriculture conservation specialist.

There are more than 1,600 members of Delmarva Chicken Association working to keep the chicken 
community strong. There’s still time, and plenty of reasons, to renew your membership for 2022. 

Below are just a few of the ways we help our members:

You can renew your dues online at www.dcachicken.com/membership, or ask us for a membership form 
by sending a message to dca@dcachicken.com.  

However you choose to join, we welcome you into the flock, 
and we’re always here to help you get the most from your membership. 
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Sell. Buy.

Move. Apply.

DOWNLOAD

THE APP TODAY

TO GET STARTED

Sell.
Poultry growers will 
be able to list their 
litter for others to 
find. Listings will 
include locations, 
tons available, type 
of birds, nutrient 
content and more.

Buy.
Farmers will be able 
to review listings 
or utilize filters to 
connect with those 
sellers closest to the 
farm or operation.

Move.
Anyone that 
provides services 
such as clean 
outs, crusting, 
windrowing, or 
hauling will be 
able to create a 
listing, marketing 
themselves to 
growers and 
farmers.

Apply.
Anyone with the 
equipment to 
apply the litter 
can share their 
information, making 
it easy to spread this 
valuable fertilizer. 
A great marketing 
opportunity for any 
custom applicators.

Your 
Poultry 
Litter 
Link

For more information, 
check out 

littr.io 
or email 

support@littr.io

Funding for the littr. app was made 
possible by

 
                          

 
  

  Alarm Sales and Installation for Poultry Houses 
 
                     Prompt Professional Service  
                     24-Hour Agralarm Monitoring  
                         Maintenance Programs 
             Remote PC Connection Sales and Service  
 
If you are building new houses, remodeling older houses or simply need to 
upgrade or repair your existing alarm system, Agralarm can help!  Poultry 
house alarms have been our specialty since 1990. 
 
Call Agralarm @ 1-888-968-2802 TODAY  
                                                      or visit our website @ www.agralarm.com 
 
 
 
 
 



Amick Farms announced in late 2021 it would acquire a Laurel, Miss. poultry 
processing complex from Wayne Farms, making it the company’s third processing 
location. Amick, one of the five chicken processors on Delmarva, also operates 
plants in Hurlock, Md. and Batesburg, S.C. The company now has more than 3,500 
employees, contracts with more than 400 independent growers and produces more 
than 1.4 billion pounds of chicken a year across the three locations. ▪

Today’s poultry consumers lead a life that is increasingly digital. From 
curbside pickup to online delivery, it’s no wonder that ecommerce is one of 
the fastest growing segments when it comes to protein purchases. The poultry 
industry will need to evolve to meet the unique needs of the digital consumer – 
from online ordering and delivery to click and collect.

 The 2022 Chicken Marketing Summit, scheduled for July 25-27 at the 
Château Élan in Braselton, Georgia, will provide chicken sales, marketing, 
supply chain and product development professionals with the tools they need to 
connect with consumers online, keeping chicken as the protein at the center of 
the plate. 

WATT Global Media has also announced a chicken marketer of the year will 
be awarded during the annual Chicken Marketing Summit, with nominations 
being accepted until May 1, 2022. The new award was developed to recognize 
organizations or companies who demonstrate excellence and innovation in 
promoting chicken consumption.

“The Chicken Marketer of the Year award gives us the unique opportunity to 
celebrate marketers who have been making a difference in our industry to reach 
the evolving chicken consumer,” said Terrence O’Keefe, content director, WATT 
Global Media. “This award is just another avenue for the event to acknowledge 
the ways consumers shop for protein and the innovative ways chicken 
marketers connect with consumers to keep chicken as the protein at the center 
of the plate.”

To enter, an organization can self-nominate or nominate another group or 
company. Participants are encouraged to share their stories as to why they 
deserve to be named Chicken Marketer or the Year. Entries should describe 
and demonstrate that the nominee is passionate about their role and why they 
excelled as a marketer during the 2021 calendar year. The winning organization 
will be recognized during a trophy presentation at the 2022 Chicken Marketing 
Summit. A representative from the winning organization must be present at the 
conference and will receive a free registration, two-night stay at Château Élan 
and reimbursement for coach airfare or for mileage driving to the event.

For more information and to nominate an organization or company, visit 
ChickenMarketingSummit.com. The annual Chicken Marketing Summit is 
produced in collaboration with the National Chicken Council and with support 
from the National Protein and Food Distributors Association. ▪

Amick Farms Acquires 
Mississippi Processing Plant

What’s Next for Poultry 
Consumers in the Digital Era
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Supporting you with locations at:
Laurel, DE ....................................(302) 875-0889
Harrington, DE ........................... (302) 398-0690
Pocomoke City, MD .....................(410) 957-6800

Sales Contact:  Adam Mariner  302-604-2050
Spencer Hill   302-258-8457

© 2022 Hog Slat Inc. All Rights Reserved. Prices and promotions subject to change without notice. 
Hog Slat reserves the right to correct printing and pricing errors.

Longer-lasting replacement pad manufactured 

from heavyweight kraft paper and triple 

cured. H2PAD features ProTec Edging to resist 

UV and mechanical damage.  In stock at one 

of our service and supply stores near you. 

Call for truckload pricing. 

Tyson Foods announced it 
donated more than 16 million 
pounds of protein – the equivalent 
of 64 million meals – to fight 
hunger in fiscal 2021. The food 
donations, valued at $36 million, 
were given to food banks, pantries 
and hunger relief organizations in 
plant communities and across the 
nation. “We remain committed to addressing food insecurity, 
supporting our team members and improving the quality of life 
in the communities where we operate,” said Tim Grailer, senior 
director of corporate social responsibility for Tyson Foods. 
“We know our efforts are stronger through collaboration 
and we’re honored to work with a network of outstanding 
community partners.” The company also awarded $5 million 
to nonprofit organizations in Tyson plant communities. ▪

As part of a company commitment to fighting hunger, 
Perdue Farms announced a $125,000 donation to enable 
Edesia Nutrition to purchase a new tractor trailer to support 
its global mission to prevent malnutrition in the world’s most 
vulnerable populations. Since 2010, the non-profit social 
enterprise has been providing lifesaving, ready-to-use foods 
to help nourish more than 16 million malnourished children 
around the world. The partnership is funded through the 
Franklin P. and Arthur W. Perdue Foundation and the Perdue 
family, and aligns with the company’s Delivering Hope to 
Our Neighbors initiative focused in part on alleviating food 
insecurity.

From its Rhode Island production facility, the Edesia 
Nutrition team manufactures nutrient-dense, ready-to-
eat foods that are serving more than 2.5 million children 
worldwide annually. Perdue Farms supplies Edesia with 
heart-healthy high-oleic soybean oil for some of its products. 
The Perdue funding enables Edesia to purchase a co-
branded new truck to transport its nutrient-dense products 
to warehouses and a New Jersey port for export, providing 
more timely humanitarian responses. Following its initial 
commitment of $100,000, Perdue Farms surprised the 
non-profit with an additional $25,000 donation during a 
segment on The Drew Barrymore Show, highlighting the two 
organizations’ shared value of providing wholesome nutrition 
to those in need.▪

Tyson Foods Donates 64 
Million Meals in One Year

Perdue Farms Donation 
Aids Global Fight 
Against Hunger



The Eck family, Maryland farmers and chicken 
growers, were welcomed into the Maryland 
Governor’s Agricultural Hall of Fame in a March 3 
ceremony. Mark and Vicky Eck own and operate 
MAE-VUE Farms where they farm 1,500 acres of 
crops and raise large broiler chickens in seven barns. 
Their oldest son, Alan, and grandson, Easton, have 
expanded the family operation to include another 
430 acres of crops; production of 715,000 large 
broiler chickens; 1,800 all-natural, heritage market 
hogs; a commercial cow-finish beef operation; and a 
straw and hay business. The Eck’s daughter, Jenell 
Eck McHenry, lives on a grain and beef farm in 
Kennedyville with her husband, Joey, and their son, 
Lee. Beyond the farm, Jenell works for Thompson Ag 
Consulting, where she is a staunch advocate for the 
state’s farm community. Mark and Vicky’s son Kenny 
lives in Austin, Texas, where he owns and manages a 
healthcare data management company. ▪

There is currently funding available through two 
grants to target non-point source runoff protection 
projects in the Chesapeake Bay and Inland Bays 
watersheds, and DCA is prepared to help growers 
apply and use the funding. This particular funding is 
for projects on Delaware farms only. Such projects 
could range from tree planting, tree and grass 
buffers, wetland creation areas, and pollinator 
plantings. The projects will be designed to provide 
runoff protection as well as air and water quality 
benefits. 

Each project design and cost estimate will be 
approved on a case-by-case basis, depending 
on the scope and location of the project area. If 
interested, please contact Bobby Gorski, DCA’s 
agriculture conservation specialist, at 302-856-
9037, ext. 106 or 302-542-5131 or by email at 
gorski@dcachicken.com for more information. ▪
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NON-POINT SOURCE FUNDING

for Projects on 
Delaware Farms

ECKS USHERED INTO

Agriculture Hall 
of Fame

DCA members automatically subscribe to Chicken Chatter, our e-newsletter, when they provide an email address 
along with their membership information. It’s been a key way for us to get information about HPAI to our members 
quickly. If you’re a DCA member but you don’t yet receive Chicken Chatter, here’s what to do: send a message 
requesting to receive it to dca@dcahicken.com, and add this email address to your email client’s address book: 
fisher@dcachicken.com. That helps make sure the e-newsletter doesn’t get blocked by your spam filter.

Do You Get Chicken Chatter?
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Best Of Coastal Style winners are determined by the readers of Coastal Style magazine.  Readers nominate their favorites through an online ballot.  The businesses that

receive the most nominations in each category advance to the second part of the competition, The Voting Round.  To maintain the integrity of the readers’ poll and

prevent ballot stuffing, voting is limited to one time per email address.  The top vote-getter in each category is crowned as the year’s Best Of Coastal Style winner. 

 Recognition from rating services or publications is no guarantee of future investment success. Working with a highly rated advisor or firm does not ensure that a client

or prospective client will experience a higher level of performance or results. These ratings should not be construed as an endorsement of the advisor or the firm by any

client nor are they representative of any one client's evaluations.  Listing in this publication is not a guarantee of future investment success. This recognition should not

be construed as an endorsement of the advisor or firm by any client.

953 Mount Hermon Road Salisbury, MD 21804

Ph: (410) 546-0911 | tF: (800) 465-7042 | F: (410) 543-2759

www.CFSfinancial.com | info@CFSfinancial.com

Securities and advisory services are offered through Cetera Advisors LLC, member FINRA/SIPC, a broker-dealer and registered investment adviser. Cetera is under separate

ownership from any other named entity.

Assisting Poultry Producers &
Professionals across Delmarva 

since 1988

Contact your local Agribusiness Specialist:
Keith Atkins 
302-228-1689
katkins@mtb.com

Working with a bank that appreciates the value of a hard day’s work is important. A bank that’s been inside your community and 
working with agribusiness for generations. At M&T Bank, we know what it takes to get the job done – to get you the lending you need. 
That’s why we’re a preferred lender of small business agriculture loans in Delaware.1 So let’s get to work. 

Green Flag. Farm friendly.

Understanding what’s important.

Equal Housing Lender. 1Approved to offer SBA loan products under SBA’s Preferred Lender program. SBA loans are subject to SBA eligibility. ©2017 M&T Bank. Member FDIC. CS15496 (5/17)
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A small business loan isn’t just about the money.
It’s about making the most of it.

To learn more, visit us at liveoakbank.com/poultry

Coordinate with your neighbors to 
order a truckload of cool cell 

pads for FREE Freight*
*Single Stop Only. Additional  
  charge for mulitple stops.

IN STOCK NOW
Cool Cell Systems & Pads

Heat’s Coming!
Keep Your Barns Cool

 Parts You Need.    Brands You Know.    Prices You Can Afford.

FarmerBoyAg.com(800) 845-3374
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Ecodrum™ is the leading supplier of in-vessel mortality 
composting equipment. Since 2007, poultry producers 
have relied on Ecodrum™ composters to dispose of 
their mortality in a cost-effective and environmentally 
sensitive manner.

Benefits:

• No Expensive Electric Bills

• No Invasive Trucks

• Neighbor Friendly

• True Bio-Security

Contact us:
(302) 632-4760

/ecodrumcomposter
www.ecodrumcomposter.com
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) and contract workers disinfect a truck at the site of a 2015 HPAI 
outbreak in Iowa. USDA APHIS/Mike Milleson

Disinfection in On-Farm 
Biosecurity Procedures
DR. GARY L. BOWMAN, DR. WILLIAM P. SHULAW, AND DR. GUSTAVO M. SCHUENEMANN
THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY

Since the appearance of recent swine and avian 
influenza outbreaks in the United States as well as foot-
and-mouth disease (FMD) in Europe in early 2001 has 
caused many livestock owners serious concern, many 
are continuing to look more closely at their biosecurity 
plans or their efforts to keep the diseases out of their 
herds or flocks. Over the years, Extension veterinarians 
have received many calls regarding which disinfectants 
to use on shoes, boots, tires or other equipment in 
order to kill the FMD or influenza virus. A few important 
points about disinfection should be made before 
choosing a disinfectant for routine farm use.

First, most disinfectants won’t work if the surface 
to be disinfected isn’t clean (presence of organic 
matter such as dirt or manure) before applying 
the disinfectant.

Steam and high-pressure washers can be very 
useful to clean porous surfaces. Organic materials 
such as soil, plant debris (like straw), milk, blood, pus 
and manure often inactivate some disinfectants or 
protect germs from the disinfectant’s active ingredients. 
Chlorine-based disinfectants are especially subject to 
this problem. Chlorine, the active ingredient in bleach, 
is relatively quickly inactivated by organic debris such 
as manure, and even milk, at the concentrations usually 
used on clean surfaces.

In addition, even “hard” water can reduce or destroy 
the activity of some disinfectants. Likewise, some 

disinfectant solutions are only active for a few days after 
mixing or preparing. Failure to make a fresh solution 
of disinfectant after it has been prepared longer than a 
few days—or after it has become visibly contaminated 
by organic material like manure—may result in using 
a product that doesn’t really work. Even worse, it may 
give a false sense of security. It is true that sufficient 
concentration and contact time can overcome some of 
these problems with certain classes of disinfectants, 
but often increasing the concentration or contact time 
makes use of the product impractical, costly or caustic.

Disinfectants also vary considerably in their 
activity against the assorted germs—bacteria, 
viruses, fungi, and protozoa—about which 
livestock producers are concerned.

For example, plain vinegar (4 percent acetic acid) 
will readily kill the FMD virus, but it won’t do much to 
Mycobacterium paratuberculosis, the cause of Johne’s 
disease. Most commonly used disinfectants are not 
active against bacterial spores, the environmentally 
hardy life form taken by the germs that cause tetanus, 
blackleg, botulism and anthrax. Yes, formaldehyde 
is effective against most spores, but it is not really a 
practical disinfectant and is now considered a potential 
cancer-causing compound.

It is important to select a disinfectant that will be 
active across a wide spectrum of germs under 
the conditions in which it will usually be used.
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These conditions include hard water, contamination 
with organic material, and potential for toxicity or 
damage to environmental surfaces or skin and clothing. 
It is also important to keep solutions clean and freshly 
made as directed by the manufacturer.

Lastly, disinfectants must have sufficient contact 
time with the surfaces to which they are applied 
in order to allow them to kill the germs with which 
we are concerned.

Contact time needed varies with the product and 
the germ. A quick splash of a dirty boot in a foot bath 
is not likely to accomplish anything except to give a 
false sense of security.  

The most commonly used disinfectants fall into the 
following classes.
 QUATERNARY AMMONIUM:  The older quaternary 
ammonium compounds (Roccal D™) are good for 
some situations and relatively clean surfaces. They 
will not be particularly effective against FMD or M. 
paratuberculosis, the cause of Johne’s disease, 
and have markedly reduced activity in the presence 
of organic material. Some of the newer quaternary 
ammonium preparations have improved activity. 
Compounds in this class usually have some detergent 
action; however, they are usually inactivated in contact 
with many soaps or soap residues.
 PHENOL-BASED COMPOUNDS:  These compounds 
are coal-tar derivatives and often have a strong pine-tar 
odor. They usually turn milky when added to water and 
have good activity in hard water and in the presence 
of some organic material. They are considered active 
against many bacteria, viruses and fungi, including the 
bacteria that cause tuberculosis and Johne’s disease. 
They are not especially active against the FMD virus; 
however, they are good all-purpose disinfectants for 
farm use. Some examples of this class of disinfectants 
include One Stroke Environ®, Osyl® and Amphyl®.
 HYPOCHLORITES:  Chlorine compounds are good 
disinfectants on clean surfaces and have a broad 
spectrum of activity. They generally are more active in 
warm water. They can be somewhat irritating and can 
be harmful to clothing, rubber goods and some metals. 
Some of the newer chlorine-based disinfectants 
are complex molecules that are less irritating and 
more effective than older ones such as bleach and 
Halazone®. Chlorine-based disinfectants are generally 
compatible with soaps but should never be mixed 
with acids. Their activity is strongly reduced by the 
presence of organic matter. Many chlorine solutions are 
unstable and need to be frequently replaced; read the 
label.
 IODOPHORS:  Iodine compounds have been used 
as antiseptics and disinfectants for many years. The 

iodophors are combinations of iodine and another 
molecule that makes them water- soluble. They are 
good disinfectants but are also not as effective in the 
presence of organic debris. Iodophors are generally 
less toxic than other disinfectants but can stain 
clothes and some surfaces. They are inactivated in the 
presence of some metals and by sunlight. They should 
not be mixed with quaternary ammonium disinfectants 
as they will be inactivated. Some examples of this 
class are Betadine® and Weladol®.
 NEWER COMPOUNDS:  New disinfectants are being 
introduced regularly. Some of these are oxidizing 
agents. Virkon™ S is a peroxygen molecule/organic 
acid/surfactant combination (surfactants reduce surface 
tension to help water-based compounds penetrate). 
It appears to have a wide spectrum of activity against 
many kinds of germs (including the FMD virus). It 
is relatively stable in the presence of some organic 
material. It has a pH of around 2.6, when mixed as 
directed, but is labeled as nonirritating to skin. It is 
advertised as useful on many kinds of equipment, 
including saddles, brushes, buckets, etc. Another 
compound, based on peroxyacetic acid, is Oxy-Sept 
333®. It is now EPA-approved for FMD virus and is 
reportedly active against a broad spectrum of germs.

Remember, disinfectants are not to be applied 
to animals directly, unless labeled for such 
use, and you should consult the label to make 
sure there are no warnings against using them 

around feeders and in animal quarters. 

A general recommendation is to rinse disinfectants 
off after the appropriate amount of contact time if 
animals will have contact with the disinfected surfaces. 
Label directions should be strictly followed, and 
different classes of disinfectants should not be mixed.

In the event of a foreign animal disease outbreak, 
such as FMD, the type of disinfectant and procedures 
used in the cleanup of infected farms and for routine 
prevention activities will be selected by regulatory 
officials. For routine use in biosecurity programs at the 
farm level, producers should consider the major risks 
they are concerned about, consider the type of surface 
they wish to disinfect, the conditions under which the 
disinfectant will be used, and then select a disinfectant 
that best suits their needs. Information about activity 
in hard water or in the presence of organic debris, 
contact time needed, what germs are reliably killed, 
human use and environmental concerns, and other 
details are usually on the label or can be obtained 
from the company. Websites are often good sources 
of information about individual products. Above all, 
producers should remember that disinfection is just one 
aspect of their biosecurity program. ▪

This fact sheet is a revision of the original written in 2001 by Dr. Gary L. Bowman, D.V.M., Extension Veterinarian, Swine, and Dr. William P. Shulaw, D.V.M., 
Extension Veterinarian, Cattle and Sheep; Department of Preventive Medicine, College of Veterinary Medicine.



 

Please Call for an Appointment:  410-829-9631     Denton, MD 
       Crusting • Pulverizing • Windrowing • New Dry Shavings • Full Clean Out 
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CALL US FOR YOUR POULTRY HOUSE NEEDS!
PARTS  •  SERVICE  •  REMODEL  •  NEW  CONSTRUCTION

•  POLY  TANKS  •  SPRAYERS

WWW.KCEPOULTRY.COM

9172 OCEAN
HIGHWAY

DELMAR MD
21875

410.896.5639

1324 OCEAN
HIGHWAY

POCOMOKE
MD 21851

443.437.7724
INFO@KCEPOULTRY.COM

25Delmarva Chicken  |  April 2022CTB ADVERTISING
Ad No CT-2626HH/201707

Chore-Time
Distributor Ad 4C

“From the feed bin 
   all the way to the fans”

Bunting & Bertrand, Inc.
15 Hickory Street
Frankford, Del. 19945
302-732-6836
www.buntingandbertrand.com

• You can count on Chore-Time
and its independent distributors
to provide complete end-to-end
poultry production solutions.

• Others try to copy its market-
leading ideas, but only Chore-Time
is the real deal when it comes to delivering
reliable products and strong support.

• It’s what makes Chore-Time the #1 U.S. poultry
equipment supplier.

Contact us today.

Authorized Independent Distributor

Let’s grow together™



Composting sheds attract flies and  
scavengers, including buzzards, 

foxes, raccoons, birds and feral cats 
– all known carriers of disease. 

Use on-farm freezer units 
for storing routine poultry 

mortality.   

Poultry mortality freezers are an EQIP 
eligible practice. Check with your 
local Soil and Water Conservation 
District or NRCS office for details. 

(302) 448-8699 
 

www.FarmFreezers.com 

Still Composting?  
Why Risk It?  
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Visit www.lvimfg.com or call 888.414.7518 x3099

• Convert Your Litter into 
Pathogen Free Compost

• Reduce Mortality Rate, 
Disease in Litter & 
Darkling Beetles

• The LVI Pulverizes the 
Cake in the Litter with the 
Dual Auger

• Build Tall, Well-Formed 
Windrows for Optimum 
Heat Generation & 
Composting Results

• Pulverize the Cake in the 
Litter with Dual Auger & 
Pulverizing Action

• Convert Your Litter into 
Pathogen Free Compost

With LVIs innovative designs and top-notch customer service, the 
full line of LVI implements can help make your operation the best 
it can be... because anything less than the best is for the birds.

150 West Market Street, Salisbury, MD 21801 | www.thelandgroup.com

WWW.THELANDGROUP.COM

We respect and understand the privacy 
many poultry farm owners wish to maintain 
throughout the sales process. Many of the 
farms we sell never reach the public market.
Whether you are looking to buy or sell, our 
connections to the poultry market can help 
achieve your goals.

443-465-3520 | nick@thelandgroup.us NICK CAMPANARO



We know very little about buzzards and their 
habits. Let’s face it, being a “buzzard researcher” 
is not a glamorous title.  We have little knowledge 
on their habits and migration patterns. We do know 
buzzards tend to congregate in areas where there is 
a food source. Now that deer season ended, they no 
longer have deer carcasses to feed on. What other 
dead are ready available in the area now? Chickens 
are.

If a buzzard has direct contact 
with an AI-infected carcass, can 
it be a carrier of the virus without 
becoming ill? Can buzzards 
migrate and carry the virus to 
another farm? I don’t have the 
answer, but would speculate 
it is entirely possible. During a 
previous laryngotracheitis break 
on Delmarva, researchers from 
the University of Maryland found 
improper composting of dead and carcasses being 
scavenged by predators (including buzzards) was a 
leading cause of disease spread.   

I fully support the increased biosecurity measures 
implemented by our industry. However, any grower 
not considering mortality in a biosecurity plan might 
be missing a critical loophole. The buzzards are not 
really the issue; it is the improper composting of our 
mortalities. Even if the AI spread is found not to be 
associated with improper dead bird disposal, any 
improper mortality handling is still a poultry health, 
environmental and neighbor relations issue that must 
be addressed. 

The basic recipe for proper composting is not 
that difficult to remember: 1 to 2. That is one part 
carcass to two parts litter, with birds in layers no 
more than 5 inches deep and not placed next to the 
sidewalls. Carcasses must be covered with litter daily. 
If covering still does not correct predator issues, 
I suggest covering the bins with a net or screen. 
Denying buzzards and other scavengers free and 
easy access to the mortality is the end goal. ▪
Malone is a retired University of Delaware Cooperative 
Extension poultry specialist.

I am not an epidemiologist -  a person trained in 
the study of how diseases spread. It’s all I can do just 
to pronounce the word. But as a retired extension 
poultry specialist who has been involved with the 
in-house composting of avian influenza (AI) infected 
carcasses, I will share with you my opinion how this 
disease could have spread on Delmarva in 2004. 

What is my theory on how AI can spread between 
farms?  Buzzards, or even crows, attracted to 
improperly composted mortality. We now know that 
a Delmarva farm affected by the 2004 LPAI outbreak 
had exposed, AI-infected chicken carcasses lying 
on top of the compost bins.  Several had been drug 
by predators to nearby woods. The flesh on these 
had been picked clean, apparently by buzzards. On 
a second farm found with LPAI in 2004, the mortality 
had been dumped next to the house that broke 
with AI. These carcasses had also been fed on by 
buzzards. There was a tree next to these houses that 
was an apparent roost site for buzzards. With more 
than 100 buzzards observed in the general vicinity 
of this farm, it poses the question if this region is a 
historic roosting area. 

What did I see at third affected farm back in 2004? 
Another situation of exposed mortalities lying inside 
a manure shed and scavenged by predators, again 
apparently by buzzards.  Would you let a person that 
has been in direct contact with an AI infected carcass 
onto your farm? Of course not. Why, then, should 
buzzards or other scavengers that have potentially 
been feeding on infected carcasses be allowed on 
your farm and in an area you visit every day? 
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DON’T LET COMPOSTING MORTALITY
Be a Biosecurity Blind Spot

USDA NRCS

BY: BUD MALONE
Adapted from a 2004 column in the Delmarva Farmer



    Beginning this year, DCA will recognize a chicken 
grower who goes above and beyond to make his or her 
farm environmentally responsible and compatible with 
neighboring properties with the George ‘Bud’ Malone 
Environmental Award. This award shines a spotlight on 
Delmarva chicken growers who integrate vegetative 
environmental buffers and other conservation 
measures, ensuring their farms are sustainable and are 
good neighbors. The winning grower will receive a $500 
prize and public recognition by DCA.
    The award is named for Bud Malone, retired 
University of Delaware poultry extension specialist, who 
had the foresight to begin our nationally recognized 
vegetative environmental buffers program, and who 
remains involved in DCA and Delmarva’s chicken 
community. This program has resulted in the planting 
of thousands of trees, shrubs and grasses on family-
owned poultry farms on Delmarva and led to improved 
relations between farm owners and neighboring 
property owners.
    Each year, DCA will recognize a chicken grower 

who demonstrates a commitment to environmental 
practices and good neighbor relations.  Applications will 
be accepted from the grower, his or her family, friends, 
flock supervisors or state or federal agencies. To be 
nominated, a grower must be a DCA member at the 
$150 level or above. 
    To apply for the inaugural George ‘Bud’ Malone 
Environmental Award, complete the application in this 
issue and send it to DCA’s communications manager, 
James Fisher, by April 25, 2022. DCA’s agricultural 
conservation specialist may contact the owners of 
nominated farms to schedule a visit and identify 
and verify the practices listed on the application. 
Applications will be submitted to the Grower Committee 
Chairperson for review. The Grower Committee will 
make the final determination of the winner.
    DCA will recognize the award recipient at a grower 
event in 2022 with a plaque, a news release promoting 
the grower’s accomplishments, and may nominate the 
recipient for US POULTRY’s Family Farm Environmental 
Excellence Award. ▪
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The George ‘Bud’ Malone
Environmental Award

Practices to be Considered Include:

• Heavy use pads, well-maintained and well-kept
• Vegetative environmental buffers around chicken houses; at property lines; and around ponds and manure sheds

• Pollinator-friendly vegetative buffer plots  • Overall cleanliness
• Grass buffers near tunnel fans to contain dust, feathers, and odor  • Solar energy on the farm

• Mortality freezers or other excellent mortality composting practices
• Commendable appearance and maintenance of manure storage structures  • Well-maintained farm roads 

 
• Weed control around chicken houses  • Proper drainage, including stormwater ponds

• Other adaptations or practices the grower has made to benefit neighbor relations
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Company/Farm Name 

Contact Person 

Mailing Address 

City, State, ZIP code

Business Phone 

Cell Phone 

Email address

MEMBER INFORMATION

Submit by April 25, 2022 to: 
James Fisher
Delmarva Chicken Association
16686 County Seat Highway 
Georgetown, DE  19947
or via email: fisher@dcachicken.com

George 'Bud' Malone Environmental Award
2022

Describe the conservation practices and environmental features of the farm, and tell us why operating an 
environmentally sustainable farm is important. Practices to be considered include heavy use pads; VEBs; 
pollinator-friendly features; grass buffers near fans; solar energy; mortality freezers or other excellent 
composting prctices; weed control; well-maintained roads; proper drainage; and overall cleanliness. You 
may attach additional pages as needed.

Nominator's name, phone number, and email 
address (if other than the nominee):

Delmarva Chicken  |  April 2022
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Find us @dcachicken on Facebook, Twitter and Youtube

Do you fol ow DCA on social media?

Delmar, DE    Garner, NC    Hampton Roads, VA
www.generalrefrig.com

Your Single Source for Industrial Refrigeration

General Refrigeration 
Company



31Delmarva Chicken  |  April 2022



Please join Delmarva Chicken Association in welcoming Bobby Gorski, 
our new agricultural conservation specialist. Bobby’s role is to keep helping 
DCA members design, install and maintain vegetative environmental 
buffers while broadening the ways DCA can help chicken growers add 
smart, sustainable practices to their farms.

Bobby grew up in Dorchester County, Md. and earned his bachelor’s 
degree in wildlife and fisheries resources from West Virginia University. His 
experience includes wetland and shoreline restoration, soil conservation, 
conservation planning and wetland biology, and he’s worked for the 
Maryland Department of Agriculture, the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service and the Sussex Conservation District.

“Throughout my career, I have helped farmers and landowners in 
two states on Delmarva address resources concerns on the lands they 
own and operate,” Gorski said. “I have helped these same folks get projects implemented on the ground, 
improving water quality, decreasing soil erosion, and enhancing wildlife habitat on their lands.  In my new role 
here at DCA, I hope to continue helping poultry producers improve the farm operations they own and manage 
by addressing resource concerns that may exist.  I am looking forward to creating new relationships with 
poultry growers across Delmarva as well as strengthening the ones I have made over the years.”
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OUR MISSION: 
To be the Delmarva chicken 

industry’s voice as the 
premier membership 

association focusing on 
advocacy, education and 

member relations.

OUR VISION: 
To be the most-respected 
chicken organization in the 

United States.
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Contact Bobby at gorski@dcachicken.com or by calling 302-542-5131


