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    If our readers made New Year’s 
resolutions this year, the odds are that 
only two out of three of you are still 
sticking to it. And for that I applaud you! 
It’s part of the reason that I don’t make 
resolutions – I would be the one out 
of three at this point. However, a new 
year does offer the opportunity to start 
fresh, clean, with new ideas. Ask my 
daughters, as this is the time of the year 
the bedroom cleanout occurs.

    While this new year has already brought 
with it many of the same and some new challenges as we saw this time 
in 2021, it’s still a chance to begin again. Albert Einstein was noted for 
saying “in the middle of every difficulty lies opportunity.”  Your Delmarva 
Chicken Association continues to find those new opportunities as we 
move into 2022.
    The first is right at your fingertips. Welcome to our new publication, 
Delmarva Chicken. We are excited to be combining our two printed 
newsletters, DCA in Action and Timely Topics, to bring you something 
new: this semi-monthly magazine filled with features, tips you can use 
and updates and important events from DCA. You’ll notice the layout is 
more magazine than newsletter, allowing us the opportunity to highlight 
more of our members in longer feature stories. We look forward to 
sharing unique ideas, new technologies or additional practices that 
highlight just how wonderful our chicken community on Delmarva is. 
I hope you enjoy this first issue and would welcome any feedback or 
thoughts you’d have as we move forward and look for additional content 
to share. 
    We are also excited to welcome two new members to our DCA 
team. Read more about Christina Buckler, our executive administrative 
assistant whose bright smile will greet you when you visit our office 
or cheerful voice on the phone is here to help. And next issue, you’ll 
be introduced to our new agricultural conservation specialist, Bobby 
Gorski. 
    A new year means new leadership at DCA as well. Grower Far Nasir 
has taken the helm as President and already has some good goals and 
fresh ideas for the association. Read more about him on page 6.
    The start of the year also means the return of the legislative sessions 
in all three of our states. As always, DCA is there to monitor and oppose 
or amend bills that have potential impact on our industry, as well as this 
year we are looking to try and introduce some that will be a help. Stay 
tuned as we the sessions progress. 
    I’m looking forward to 2022 at DCA with some fresh faces, new ideas 
and renewed energy, while maintaining our mission to our members of 
being the industry’s voice focusing on advocacy, education and member 
relations. And yes, there may be some spring closet cleaning, too! ▪
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Who We Are
Delmarva Chicken Association is the 1,600-member trade association working for 

the common good of the meat chicken industry in Delaware, the Eastern Shore of Maryland, 
and Virginia’s Eastern Shore.

O U R  M I S S I O N : 
To be the Delmarva chicken industry’s voice as the premier membership association focusing on 

advocacy, education and member relations.

O U R  V I S I O N : 
To be the most-respected chicken organization in the United States.

Delmarva Chicken is published six times a year by Delmarva Chicken Association 
and distributed to our membership by mail, as well as made available at dcachicken.com. 

For advertising inquiries, contact James Fisher, communications manager, 
at 302-856-9037 or fisher@dcachicken.com. 
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LITTR. APP: DCA answered the challenge of 
connecting those with litter to those who need 

litter with our new Littr. App. More than 400 users 
are making connections and expanding business, 
proving to key decision makers that Delmarva does 
not have too much litter.

IN-PERSON EVENTS: DCA brought us 
back together again at our first-ever Booster 

BBQ in 2021, where growers were able to visit 
with vendors. We were also part of grower-focused 
events, including vegetative environmental buffers 
demonstrations in June and an on-farm field day in 
Georgetown in November. And don’t forget our first 
Grower Social in November; we look forward to more 
of those in 2022. 

ADVERTISING: Members who join DCA at 
the $150 level or greater can advertise to our 

audience in the pages of Delmarva Chicken and in 
Chicken Chatter, our e-newsletter.

Best Of Coastal Style winners are determined by the readers of Coastal Style magazine.  Readers nominate their favorites through an online ballot.  The businesses that

receive the most nominations in each category advance to the second part of the competition, The Voting Round.  To maintain the integrity of the readers’ poll and

prevent ballot stuffing, voting is limited to one time per email address.  The top vote-getter in each category is crowned as the year’s Best Of Coastal Style winner. 

 Recognition from rating services or publications is no guarantee of future investment success. Working with a highly rated advisor or firm does not ensure that a client

or prospective client will experience a higher level of performance or results. These ratings should not be construed as an endorsement of the advisor or the firm by any

client nor are they representative of any one client's evaluations.  Listing in this publication is not a guarantee of future investment success. This recognition should not

be construed as an endorsement of the advisor or firm by any client.

953 Mount Hermon Road Salisbury, MD 21804

Ph: (410) 546-0911 | tF: (800) 465-7042 | F: (410) 543-2759

www.CFSfinancial.com | info@CFSfinancial.com

Securities and advisory services are offered through Cetera Advisors LLC, member FINRA/SIPC, a broker-dealer and registered investment adviser. Cetera is under separate

ownership from any other named entity.

Assisting Poultry Producers &
Professionals across Delmarva 

since 1988

Ecodrum™ is the leading supplier of in-vessel mortality 
composting equipment. Since 2007, poultry producers 
have relied on Ecodrum™ composters to dispose of 
their mortality in a cost-effective and environmentally 
sensitive manner.

Benefits:

• No Expensive Electric Bills

• No Invasive Trucks

• Neighbor Friendly

• True Bio-Security

Contact us:
(302) 632-4760

/ecodrumcomposter
www.ecodrumcomposter.com

DCA Membership
K E E P S  Y O U  I N  T H E  L O O P

ELECTRIC BUYING GROUP: We initiated 
another electric buying group to Delmarva 

Power customers. Our group is the largest buying 
group on Delmarva. With energy prices rising every 
day, we intend to lock in on a new 31-month contract 
starting this spring to help save members money.

AID FOR GROWERS: We worked with 
Congress and other stakeholders to ensure 

that contract growers could be eligible for CFAP 
2 payments. We then worked with those same 
stakeholders to offer changes to the eligibility to 
assure more growers could benefit. 

VEB ASSISTANCE: Members enjoy free 
technical assistance in installing vegetative 

environmental buffers on farms, and we’ve helped 
growers unlock cost-share funds for many types of 
buffers.

SPONSORSHIPS: For allied business 
members, DCA membership opens the door to 

sponsorship and networking opportunities targeted 
squarely at the chicken community. DCA events 
including the National Meeting on Poultry Health, 
Processing & Live Production, on-farm field days, 
workshops and socials allow allied businesses to 
introduce themselves to potential customers.

VACCINES FOR ESSENTIAL 
EMPLOYEES: In early 2021, DCA worked 
with state public health to prioritize our chicken 

community members as essential to be some of the 
first to receive the vaccines. DCA members were 
among the first notified of the availability of vaccines. 

Renew your membership 
soon to ensure you can RSVP for 

DCA’s Booster BBQ, which is returning May 6, 2022.
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There are more than 1,600 members of Delmarva Chicken Association working to keep the chicken 
community strong. We hope you’ll join them by renewing your membership for 2022 – and even encouraging 

a new member to join us, too. 
Below are just a few of the ways we help our members:

You can renew your dues online at www.dcachicken.com/membership, or ask us for a membership form 
by sending a message to dca@dcachicken.com.  

Growers also have the option of waiting until your flock advisor brings a form to have your dues deducted from your flock settlement. 

However you choose to join, we welcome you into the flock, 
and we’re always here to help you get the most from your membership. 



affecting all kinds of expenses on 
their balance sheets, growers need 
someone continuing to be in their 
corner, he believes.
    “Growers are the foundation 
of our industry. If your foundation 
starts cracking, you need to get 
on it,” Nasir said. Farmers have 
been frustrated by how COVID-
19’s supply chain disruptions 
and societal changes have made 
their work harder, Nasir says, 
and “they feel DCA should help 
them, or be a sounding board or 
mediator, with these issues… at 
the end of the day, we’re the trinity 
– grower, chicken company, and 
small business. Each one is just 
as important as the other. Whether 
we like it or not, representation 
matters.”
   

    In a relatively short span of time, 
Far and Val Nasir have shown 

It’s a grower’s turn to lead.
    At DCA, the role of president of 
the Board of Directors hands off 
each year in rotational order so 
that growers, chicken company 
employees, and allied business 
leaders each have an opportunity 
to lead. After Mountaire Farm’s 
Dale Cook served as president in 
2020 and MidAtlantic Farm Credit’s 
Jennifer Feindt stepped forward 
last year, Far Nasir, a grower for 
Perdue Farms, was voted in by the 
board in December. 
    Nasir joined DCA’s board of 
directors in 2019. In an interview 
at the Pocomoke City, Md. farm he 
and his wife, Valerie, operate, he 
said he’s eager to bring a grower’s 
perspective to debates DCA 
weighs in on in statehouses and 
county council chambers. 
    “DCA has a purpose. They fight 
for us at a higher level,” Nasir said. 
“DCA lets outsiders know that we 
are really one big group, and at 
the end of the day, we are united. 
That’s what DCA represents – an 
idea of unity.”
    Like many growers on Delmarva 
today, Nasir’s family has Pakistani 
roots. But the path he followed to 
raising chickens is a bit unusual. 
Before he and Valerie decided 
to move to Maryland to raise 
chickens, they sold them on the 
retail side, owning and operating 
a Connecticut grocery store. 
They remain investors in a few 
retail groceries. So they have an 
uncommonly well-rounded view of 
the food supply chain. 
    “With chicken farming, every 
day is a new challenge. So are 
supermarkets, but there’s a 
purpose to farming, and that’s 
what makes it different,” Nasir said. 
“You’re responsible for putting 
food on the table. You could look 
at it both ways: either you are 
at the bottom of the food chain, 
or you are at the top, because it 

starts with you. Really, you’re the 
foundation. We get it started and 
everything else is an extension.” 
    Leaving day-to-day work in the 
store behind for a farming career, 
Nasir said, was partly a search for a 
better lifestyle for their family. They 
did plenty of research and settled 
on Delmarva because it offered a 
rural way of life while still being a 
short drive from big cities. They 
raised their first flock of birds in 
2013, and today they raise nearly 1 
million chickens a year. 
    “The quality of life, of education 
for kids, is much better on 
Delmarva than it was other places 
we looked into for poultry farming,” 
Nasir said. 

THE LONG VIEW

    Nasir sees an opportunity in his 
role to educate growers about what 
DCA does to safeguard and extend 
the chicken industry’s central 
place in Delmarva’s economy and 
culture. As he views it, DCA can 
take the long view on regulatory 
and legislative matters, taking the 
time to think through how changes 
on the table today could affect 
growers or the companies they do 
business with years down the road.
    “My goal is to educate as many 
people as we can about what we 
really do at DCA and get a lot more 
growers involved. Each one of 
them is an ambassador for what we 
do,” he says. “A grower is looking 
at the day-to-day. DCA is looking 
at year-to-year. As growers, we can 
get wrapped up in the daily stuff, 
and that’s why DCA is important, 
because they’re looking at the 
much bigger picture.”
    At the same time, Nasir says 
he wants to make certain that the 
growers’ point of view continues 
to be represented through DCA’s 
advocacy. With disruptions of 
the COVID-19 pandemic still 
reverberating, and inflation 

“Maybe farmers don’t care, 
yet, about something that’s 

going to affect them one year 
down the road. But DCA’s 
working on it today… all of 
us need to be members – 

because if we don’t have DCA, 
we don’t have representation 

anywhere.”

The Bigger 
Picture
BY: JAMES FISHER
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they’ve learned the art and science 
of raising chickens quickly. They 
were nominated by Perdue as one 
of the Outstanding Growers of 
2020. 
    “Far has already proven to 
be a great example of a ‘quiet 
leader,’” said Holly Porter, 
DCA’s executive director. “He is 
confident, understanding and very 
open-minded. He often gathers 
information from his fellow growers 
in order to give great feedback on 
any discussion. He will carry this 
quiet leadership into his role as the 
DCA president and we can expect 
he will always be looking at the big 
picture and what is best for the 
chicken community as a whole.”
    “Since a majority of DCA’s 
members are chicken growers, 
it is a unique and valuable 
opportunity for a grower to lead 
the organization,” said Jennifer 
Timmons, a past DCA president; 
she’s both a chicken grower 
and a UMES professor who’s 
educating students to prepare for 
ag careers. “I think other growers 
feel more comfortable speaking 
with someone that they know can 
relate to their issues.  It stimulates 
more growers to get involved, and I 
think this strengthens DCA and the 
industry as a whole.” ▪

Far Nasir takes the reins as DCA’s president this year. His 
goal? Fight for the chicken community “at a higher level.”

FAR NASIR



FR-POU-0001-2019

TECHNOLOGY-DRIVEN PROTECTION

TECHNOLOGY-DRIVEN PROTECTION

Gold metallic

VAXXITEK® is a registered trademark of the Boehringer Ingelheim Group in the United States of America and 
elsewhere. © 2022 Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health. All rights reserved. ALL-POU-0013-2021  220646

THE VAXXITEK® PORTFOLIO OF VACCINES
FOR A LIFETIME OF PERFORMANCE.

Visit www.vaxxitek.com for more information.
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that starts at the 
very source.

PROTECTION

Strong
PROTECTION

Strong
ACTIVE

For every 8 pounds of nitrogen Maryland farmers 
kept out of the Chesapeake Bay through improved 

practices in the past 10 years, Maryland’s developed 
areas have added back one pound of nitrogen 

carried in their stormwater runoff. 

For every 13 pounds of phosphorus Maryland 
farmers kept out of the Chesapeake Bay through 
conservation investments, Maryland’s developed 

areas have added one pound of phosphorus 
back in. 

Being the Delmarva chicken industry’s voice means sharing facts about how chicken growers, companies, 
and allied businesses operate, and often, it means responding to misconceptions about the chicken 

community. In each issue of Delmarva Chicken, we’ll share statistics, stories, and other materials 
we’ve relied on to do just that – equipping you with the same knowledge. 

CHICKEN COMPANIES 
H AV E  I N V E S T E D 

$7.3 MILLION 
IN  M A R Y L A N D ’ S 
MANURE TRANSPORT 
PROGRAM, PROVIDING 
MORE RESOURCES 
FOR THE WATER QUALITY 
PROTECTIONS IT OFFERS 
THAN ANY OTHER 
L I V E S T O C K  S E C T O R .

EQUIPPING YOU
F O R  A D V O C A C Y

9Delmarva Chicken  |  February 2022

NITROGEN PHOSPHORUS

8
LBS

13
LBS

1
LB

1
LB

Source: Chesapeake Bay Program CAST 6 Model



CALL US FOR YOUR POULTRY HOUSE NEEDS!
PARTS  •  SERVICE  •  REMODEL  •  NEW  CONSTRUCTION

•  POLY  TANKS  •  SPRAYERS

WWW.KCEPOULTRY.COM

9172 OCEAN
HIGHWAY

DELMAR MD
21875

410.896.5639

1324 OCEAN
HIGHWAY

POCOMOKE
MD 21851

443.437.7724
INFO@KCEPOULTRY.COM
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Please Call for an Appointment:  410-829-9631     Denton, MD 
       Crusting • Pulverizing • Windrowing • New Dry Shavings • Full Clean Out 

 



From left to right are Jim Perdue, chairman of Perdue Farms, Kim 
Nechay, executive director of the Perdue Foundation, Randall Larrimore, 
Chesapeake Conservancy board chair, David Genshaw, Seaford Mayor 

and Drew Getty, vice president of environmental sustainability and 
government relations for Perdue Farms.

    The Franklin P. and Arthur W. Perdue Foundation, 
the charitable giving arm of Perdue Farms, has 
awarded Chesapeake Conservancy, a Maryland-
based environmental non-profit, with a donation of 
$100,000 to help fund construction of an outdoor natural 
amphitheater at the new Oyster House Park in Seaford, 
Del. at the site of the old J.B. Robinson Oyster House 
along the Seaford River Walk on the Nanticoke River.
    The Perdue gift is part of the company’s “Delivering 
Hope To Our Neighbors” initiative focused on improving 
quality of life and building strong communities.
    The outdoor natural amphitheater will be built into the 
slope of the property accented with native plants. There 
will be seating for 75 people in the amphitheater and 
room on the lawn for an additional 200 people. This will 
also serve as a community outdoor classroom, gathering 
space for performances and erosion control to address 
runoff from steep banks. The city plans to remove the 
impervious road surface and support best management 
practice implementation to reduce runoff from nearby 
streets. New turnarounds will allow access to the 
property and support maximum available open space for 
pedestrian access.
    “At Perdue Farms, we are proud to support the 
Chesapeake Conservancy and City of Seaford’s vision to 
create a venue that will provide learning opportunities for 
many students, a performance venue and environmental 
benefits of natural planting to promote erosion control 
on the banks of the Nanticoke River,” said Kim Nechay, 
executive director of the Perdue Foundation.
    “Perdue has already made a significant investment in 
Seaford with their AgriBusiness port and grain facility just 
upriver. It is truly a blessing the Perdue Foundation would 
also invest in the Oyster House project for the benefit of 
all people to enjoy and learn about our Nanticoke River 
and its history,” said Seaford Mayor David Genshaw. ▪

    Mountaire Farms hosted back-to-back giving-back 
events this winter, providing tens of thousands of meals 
for families in Delmarva and North Carolina. First, in its 
Thanksgiving for Thousands program, employees and 
volunteers packed 26,000 meal boxes this year – the 
most ever -- for families in need. Then, in December, 
about 100 volunteers in Mountaire’s Selbyville, Del. 
warehouse packed another 3,500 complete meals for 
a family of four, just in time for them to be delivered 
to families for a welcome Christmas dinner. Some 
6,500 more meals were donated in December from the 
company’s North Carolina facilities, so in total, 36,000 
dinners were provided.
    “Everyone at Mountaire looks forward to this event 
every year and the partnerships we’ve built in the 
community over the last 26 years,” said Phillip Plylar, 
President of Mountaire Farms. “To see everyone come 
together to help out families in need is really such a 
blessing. We’re grateful to be able to give back during 
this event and throughout the year.” ▪

P E R D U E  F O U N D AT I O N  G R A N T 
Helps Fund Outdoor 

Amphitheater in Seaford

MOUNTAIRE FEEDS THOUSANDS

For Thanksgiving 
& Christmas
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Delmar, DE    Garner, NC    Hampton Roads, VA
www.generalrefrig.com

Your Single Source for Industrial Refrigeration

General Refrigeration 
Company
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    No grower wants her farm to be the epicenter of an 
avian influenza outbreak. One of the most effective ways 
to prevent it is to scrub the farm of features that attract 
geese, ducks, and other wild birds from landing and 
sticking around. Although wild waterfowl rarely show 
signs of AI, they can shed the virus through secretions 
and droppings. And once virus-laden birds are on your 
farm, there’s a higher risk someone will track particles 
into chicken houses on feet, equipment, or vehicles. 
    Here are some ways a chicken grower can show wild 
waterfowl a “no vacancy” sign. 
    However, USDA and other experts don’t recommend 
the lethal removal of wild birds to prevent the spread 
of AI. It’s just not practical, given the high number and 
constant movement of wild birds.

14 Delmarva Chicken  |  February 2022

SHOW WILD 
W AT E R F O W L
Your Farm’s 
Not a Rest Stop

IMPACT-P(NA)  is the
only dry, need activated

biological litter
amendment on the

market. It's easily and
quickly applied, non-

toxic, safe to apply with
birds in the house, non-

corrosive, and can be
used within days of

litter acidifiers.

IMPACT-P(NA) delivers a
huge number of

beneficial Bacillus
bacteria to overwhelm

and out-compete
disease causing
pathogens, dry,

compost, and improve
the litter, and lower

ammonia levels.  

Choose which
microbes dominate

your litter.

800-448-4723
impactpoultryproducts.com

Don't leave your litter to chance...

Waterfowl are drawn to standing 
water. Grade property to remove 

standing pools, and fill areas where water 
stands for more than 48 hours. 

Avoid walking through standing 
water that is on the farm, or moving 

equipment into or near it.

Use fencing to separate natural 
ponds or vegetation areas from 

production areas around chicken houses. 

Inspect the areas around your feed 
bins for spilled feed, which can 

certainly attract unwanted wildlife, and 
put it in a lidded container if you find any. 
If there are fruit trees on your property, 
remove fallen fruit in season so it’s not a 
temptation. 

Don’t use untreated surface water, 
like from a stormwater pond, to clean 

any farm equipment; you won’t know if it’s 
contaminated with AI. 

Repair any holes in sidewalls, and 
remove any unnecessary ledges or 

other horizontal surfaces. The last thing 
you want is an animal getting inside the 
chicken house. 

Inspect foam insulation for signs that 
birds or rodents have been chewing 

or digging into it. 

If wild waterfowl seem to treat your 
farm like a KOA despite your efforts, 

consider decoys and scare devices, 
moving them around property.

Waterfowl gather on farm fields near Stuttgart, Arkansas 
USDA photo
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CVE CLEAR   
E  N  T  E  R  P  R  I  S  E  S

VIEW

Chicks and poults at placement are faced with many 
stressors that impact performance and livability.

Don’t just start your birds...

in-VIGOR-ate®

THEM!

in-VIGOR-ate  is a uniquely formulated nutritional supplement delivered via drinking water.
The combination of components promotes water and feed intake, supports energy, metabolism,  
provides nutritional support to the immune system and aids more rapid development of gut micro�ora. 

®

For more information visit our website at 
www.in-vigor-ate.com

8999 Ocean Hwy, Unit D
Delmar, Maryland 21875
(888) 253-5373



    Beginning this year, DCA will recognize a chicken 
grower who goes above and beyond to make his or her 
farm environmentally responsible and compatible with 
neighboring properties with the George ‘Bud’ Malone 
Environmental Award. This award shines a spotlight on 
Delmarva chicken growers who integrate vegetative 
environmental buffers and other conservation 
measures, ensuring their farms are sustainable and are 
good neighbors. 
    The award is named for Bud Malone, retired 
University of Delaware poultry extension specialist, who 
had the foresight to begin our nationally recognized 
vegetative environmental buffers program, and who 
remains involved in DCA and Delmarva’s chicken 
community. This program has resulted in the planting 
of thousands of trees, shrubs and grasses on family-
owned poultry farms on Delmarva and led to improved 
relations between farm owners and neighboring 
property owners.
    Each year, DCA will recognize a chicken grower 
who demonstrates a commitment to environmental 
practices and good neighbor relations.  Applications will 
be accepted from the grower, his or her family, friends, 
flock supervisors or state or federal agencies. To be 
nominated, a grower must be a DCA member at the 
$150 level or above. 
    To apply for the inaugural George ‘Bud’ Malone 

Environmental Award, complete the application in this 
issue and send it to DCA’s communications manager, 
James Fisher, by April 25, 2022. DCA’s agricultural 
conservation specialist may contact the owners of 
nominated farms to schedule a visit and identify 
and verify the practices listed on the application. 
Applications will be submitted to the Grower Committee 
Chairperson for review. The Grower Committee will 
make the final determination of the winner.
    DCA will recognize the award recipient at a grower 
event in 2022 with a plaque, a news release promoting 
the grower’s accomplishments, and may nominate the 
recipient for US POULTRY’s Family Farm Environmental 
Excellence Award. ▪

Company/Farm Name 

Contact Person 

Mailing Address 

City, State, ZIP code

Business Phone 

Cell Phone 

Email address

MEMBER INFORMATION

Submit by April 25, 2022 to: 
James Fisher
Delmarva Chicken Association
16686 County Seat Highway 
Georgetown, DE  19947
or via email: fisher@dcachicken.com

George 'Bud' Malone Environmental Award
2022

Describe the conservation practices and environmental features of the farm, and tell us why operating an 
environmentally sustainable farm is important. Practices to be considered include heavy use pads; VEBs; 
pollinator-friendly features; grass buffers near fans; solar energy; mortality freezers or other excellent 
composting prctices; weed control; well-maintained roads; proper drainage; and overall cleanliness. You 
may attach additional pages as needed.

Nominator's name, phone number, and email 
address (if other than the nominee):

Vegetative buffers planted near chicken houses are an 
important conservation practice / DCA photo
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I N T R O D U C I N G  T H E
George ‘Bud’ Malone
Environmental Award

Practices to be Considered Include:

• Heavy use pads, well-maintained and well- 
  kept
• Vegetative environmental buffers around       
  chicken houses; at property lines; and around  
  ponds and manure sheds
• Pollinator-friendly vegetative buffer plots
• Overall cleanliness
• Grass buffers near tunnel fans to contain   
  dust, feathers, and odor
• Solar energy on the farm
• Mortality freezers or other excellent mortality  
  composting practices
• Commendable appearance and maintenance  
  of manure storage structures
• Well-maintained farm roads
• Weed control around chicken houses
• Proper drainage, including stormwater ponds
• Other adaptations or practices the grower   
  has made to benefit neighbor relations



    “We’ve believed for a while 
we do not have excess litter; we 
have a logistics problem,” said 
Holly Porter, DCA’s executive 
director. “We needed to make 
connections with farmers who 
have the manure and farmers 
that need it. Our board has been 
pleased to be able to offer one 
more solution to a challenge.”
With commercial fertilizer costs 
ratcheting up steeply, we expect to see increased use 
of Littr. by farmers looking for a low-cost alternative 
that also feeds organic matter to the soil. In recent 
weeks, for instance, four Maryland farmers posted 
listings in search of a combined 7,500 tons of litter.
DCA developed the app with support from the 
National Fish & Wildlife Foundation, the Campbell 
Foundation for the Environment (our partner in the 
ongoing ambient air monitoring effort), the Delmarva 
Land & Litter Collaborative and Common Logic. ▪

Composting sheds attract flies and  
scavengers, including buzzards, 

foxes, raccoons, birds and feral cats 
– all known carriers of disease. 

Use on-farm freezer units 
for storing routine poultry 

mortality.   

Poultry mortality freezers are an EQIP 
eligible practice. Check with your 
local Soil and Water Conservation 
District or NRCS office for details. 

(302) 448-8699 
 

www.FarmFreezers.com 

Still Composting?  
Why Risk It?  
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CTB ADVERTISING
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Chore-Time
Distributor Ad 4C

“From the feed bin 
   all the way to the fans”

Bunting & Bertrand, Inc.
15 Hickory Street
Frankford, Del. 19945
302-732-6836
www.buntingandbertrand.com

• You can count on Chore-Time
and its independent distributors
to provide complete end-to-end
poultry production solutions.

• Others try to copy its market-
leading ideas, but only Chore-Time
is the real deal when it comes to delivering
reliable products and strong support.

• It’s what makes Chore-Time the #1 U.S. poultry
equipment supplier.

Contact us today.

Authorized Independent Distributor

Let’s grow together™

Littr. App Expands Reach 
    A year ago, DCA made a mobile-app splash with 
Littr., the first-ever smartphone app designed to 
improve the marketplace for chicken litter. This app, 
available for free on Apple or Android mobile devices, 
lets users create listings identifying themselves as 
either litter suppliers – chicken growers and litter 
brokers – or farmers seeking litter for its value as 
plant fertilizer. By gathering these listings in one place 
and making it easy for users to search them, Littr. 
makes connections between those who have litter 
and those who want it.
    In its first year, we’re pleased to report that 
Littr. exceeded our expectations for growth and 
use. More than 440 people and companies have 
become registered users of the app – in other words, 
about one user for every three chicken growers on 
Delmarva. In analyzing the user data, we estimate the 
app has facilitated more than 50 litter transactions 
this year. The app is most frequently used by people 
in Maryland, but Delaware, Virginia and Pennsylvania 
farmers and companies have also joined.

To learn more about Littr. and for links to download it, visit littr.io. 
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  Alarm Sales and Installation for Poultry Houses 
 
                     Prompt Professional Service  
                     24-Hour Agralarm Monitoring  
                         Maintenance Programs 
             Remote PC Connection Sales and Service  
 
If you are building new houses, remodeling older houses or simply need to 
upgrade or repair your existing alarm system, Agralarm can help!  Poultry 
house alarms have been our specialty since 1990. 
 
Call Agralarm @ 1-888-968-2802 TODAY  
                                                      or visit our website @ www.agralarm.com 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit www.lvimfg.com or call 888.414.7518 x3099

• Convert Your Litter into 
Pathogen Free Compost

• Reduce Mortality Rate, 
Disease in Litter & 
Darkling Beetles

• The LVI Pulverizes the 
Cake in the Litter with the 
Dual Auger

• Build Tall, Well-Formed 
Windrows for Optimum 
Heat Generation & 
Composting Results

• Pulverize the Cake in the 
Litter with Dual Auger & 
Pulverizing Action

• Convert Your Litter into 
Pathogen Free Compost

With LVIs innovative designs and top-notch customer service, the 
full line of LVI implements can help make your operation the best 
it can be... because anything less than the best is for the birds.



2 0  Y E A R S  O N :
Virginia’s LPAI 

Outbreak

Workers responding to an HPAI outbreak in Iowa in 2015 conduct cleaning and disinfection 
as loads leave a farm premises / USDA photo

    This year will be the 
20th anniversary of a 
significant avian influenza 
outbreak in our region, and 
recalling it drives home how 
important it is to practice 
exemplary biosecurity 
today. In 2002, a strain of 
low-pathogenicity avian 
influenza (LPAI) circulated 
in the Shenandoah Valley 
in Virginia, affecting 197 
farms and resulting in the 

depopulation of 4.7 million birds. Most of the farms 
affected were turkey grow-out farms, although 29 
chicken breeders and 13 chicken broiler farms were 
involved. At one point, “infections [were] discovered 
in an average of two to three new flocks every day,” a 
veterinary journal reported at the time.
    While indemnity payments of $52.6 million were 
made by USDA in the wake of the outbreak to 
growers and companies for the costs of controlling 
it, the event had an estimated $149 million negative 
impact on the poultry industry.
    Check out some tips adapted from resources 
USDA’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 
provides in its “Defend the Flock” toolkit.

so that everyone who comes into contact with your flock 
follows the same procedures. Don’t be afraid to change 
these procedures if you see a problem or if something’s 

just not effective or practical.

like washable footwear or shoe covers, gloves, coveralls, 
and hair coverings when handling birds. These items 

should be worn only while caring for your poultry—never 
elsewhere— and be changed between bird enclosures to 

prevent disease spread.

to visitors and family members to wear when they are in 
contact with your birds.

with visitors if they’ve been in contact with wild birds (like 
hunting for wildfowl) or pet birds or if they have their own 
poultry. If so, they should not go near your flock. Some 
avian disease agents can survive in a person’s nose, 

without actually infecting the person, for 2 days.

equipment to remove feces, feathers, and litter. Disease 
agents can survive for months inside these organic 

materials, so make sure nothing is tracked into or out of 
poultry houses.

BIOSECURITY BASICS
For controlling AI risk on a farm
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MAINTAIN ROUTINES

USE PPE

PROVIDE PPE

COMMUNICATE

CLEAN & DISINFECT

Contact your local Agribusiness Specialist:
Keith Atkins 
302-228-1689
katkins@mtb.com

Working with a bank that appreciates the value of a hard day’s work is important. A bank that’s been inside your community and 
working with agribusiness for generations. At M&T Bank, we know what it takes to get the job done – to get you the lending you need. 
That’s why we’re a preferred lender of small business agriculture loans in Delaware.1 So let’s get to work. 

Green Flag. Farm friendly.

Understanding what’s important.

Equal Housing Lender. 1Approved to offer SBA loan products under SBA’s Preferred Lender program. SBA loans are subject to SBA eligibility. ©2017 M&T Bank. Member FDIC. CS15496 (5/17)



Sell. Buy.

Move. Apply.

DOWNLOAD

THE APP TODAY

TO GET STARTED

Sell.
Poultry growers will 
be able to list their 
litter for others to 
find. Listings will 
include locations, 
tons available, type 
of birds, nutrient 
content and more.

Buy.
Farmers will be able 
to review listings 
or utilize filters to 
connect with those 
sellers closest to the 
farm or operation.

Move.
Anyone that 
provides services 
such as clean 
outs, crusting, 
windrowing, or 
hauling will be 
able to create a 
listing, marketing 
themselves to 
growers and 
farmers.

Apply.
Anyone with the 
equipment to 
apply the litter 
can share their 
information, making 
it easy to spread this 
valuable fertilizer. 
A great marketing 
opportunity for any 
custom applicators.

Your 
Poultry 
Litter 
Link

For more information, 
check out 

littr.io 
or email 

support@littr.io

Funding for the littr. app was made 
possible by

    Delmarva Chicken Association has opened the 
application period for its 2022 College Scholarship 
Program. Applications are being accepted for 
undergraduate scholarships of $2,000 and graduate-
degree scholarships of $3,000. Complete applications 
for these scholarships must be received by DCA no 
later than 4:30 p.m. on Friday, April 8, 2022. DCA’s 
annual College Scholarship Golf Tournament supports 
these scholarship awards; this year’s tournament 
raised more than $20,000 for the scholarship fund. 
Since 1985, DCA has awarded more than $161,000 to 
undergraduate and graduate students.
    “It’s an exciting time to be preparing for a career 
in the chicken community,” said Holly Porter, DCA’s 
executive director. “More than 20,300 jobs on 
Delmarva are directly tied to our chicken companies, 
and thousands more jobs are supported by the 
chicken economy. We’re excited to be able to help 
students start journeys toward their careers each year 
through these scholarships.” 
    Career opportunities in the chicken industry 
extend far beyond jobs in processing plants or on 
farms. Students majoring in accounting, engineering, 
marketing, veterinary science, nutrition, genetics, 
chemistry, environmental science, computer science, 
and many other areas of study will find their skills in 
demand in a chicken career. 

S U P P O R T I N G  T H E 
Next Generation

DCA’s College Scholarship Program is 
Open for Applicants

Read more about 
what’s needed to apply and 

download an application form at 

A small business loan isn’t just about the money.
It’s about making the most of it.

To learn more, visit us at liveoakbank.com/poultry
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dcachicken.com/scholarship

 Parts You Need.    Brands You Know.    Prices You Can Afford.

FarmerBoyAg.com(800) 845-3374

We Have the Radiant Tube Heaters You Want!

• Most efficient method of  
heating many facilities

• Great for poultry, swine,  
and dairy milking parlors



Serving the Eastern

@ Email
totalrestoration1951@gmail.com

Virginia,
N&S Carolina, Georgia Steve

Johanson 443-462-8978 or

Shore, Delaware, Northern
and Maryland. Please call
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Find us @dcachicken on Facebook, Twitter and Youtube

Do you fol ow DCA on social media?

PO Box 116 • Selbyville, Delaware 19975

All About Chickens on Delmarva

This delightful and informative 
manual covers poultry terminology 
and famous people who helped put 
Delmarva’s poultry industry on the 
chicken world map. 
[118 pgs.  Spiral Bound (Nov. 2021)] 

Two pages per alphabet letter, you will read 
informative text, illustrated with color 
photographs and line drawings for readers 
to color. A Spanish translation is presented 
alongside the English version of the text 
for each letter of the alphabet. So get 
ready to learn about chickens on Delmarva 
and perhaps learn a little about a new 
language!  [64 pgs.  Paperback (2021)]

Visit our website for more information  
on these books and to buy online.

www.Shorebooksllc.com

Written by local author, Joanne K. Guilfoil

Contact us for quantity discounts for your group



Favorite in the Field

The only newspaper in the Mid-Atlantic region with a 
MONTHLY SECTION DEDICATED TO 

THE POULTRY INDUSTRY.

Interested in subscribing?  
Call Megan at 1-800-634-5021. Mention this ad and 

receive 20% off your subscription.

Own a business and want to reach more customers?  
Call Tiffany and ask her about advertising. 

410-822-3965 - www.americanfarm.com

Chore-Time’s complete poultry production 
systems include the latest in energy-efficient 
and feed-saving products:

•  Chore-Time’s tunnel doors improve in-house 
air mixing.

• TURBO-COOL™ Evaporative Cooling Systems 
feature 2-inch pipe and 5/32-inch water 
openings.

• Easy-to-use CHORE-TRONICS® 3 Controls 
maximize whole-house efficiency.

Contact us today for more information, and 
grow with us!

Get The Latest in Ventilation Efficiency  
for Your New or Retrofit Project

SM

CHORE-TRONICS® 3 Controls 
now include fully integrated 
ceiling inlet and bird scale 
control along with other 
enhanced features.Authorized Independent Chore-Time Distributor Since 1982

NORTHEAST AGRI SYSTEMS, INC.
28527 Boyce Road
Laurel, DE 19956
800.735.6361
302.875.1886

CTB ADVERTISING
Ad No. CT-2460H-4C/201709

Northeast Agri Systems

TURBO-COOL™ System’s reinforced, 
continuous, one-piece trough.

Tunnel door insulates about  
eight times better than a curtain.

www.neagri.com

NOW OPEN!
4227 Lankford Hwy (Rt.13)
New Church, VA 23415
757.894.7917

Joanne Guilfoil, a 
DCA member and 
author, has written 
an ABC reader for 
young children that 
connects each 
letter to the life of 
chickens. “The 
ABCs of Chickens 
on Delmarva” is 
available now at select 
local bookstores and at shorebooksllc.com. 
The full-color publication, in English and Spanish, 
also includes line drawings suitable for coloring in.
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D E L M A R V A  A U T H O R
Pens Chicken-Focused 
Books for Kids



    There’s a new face you’ll see at our office this year: Christina 
Buckler, DCA’s executive administrative assistant. Born and 
raised in Maryland, Christina moved to the Eastern Shore in 
2007, and she plans to make her home in Georgetown, Del. by 
the summer. She is the proud mother of two children – Charlie, 
22, and Carleigh, 17 – and is engaged to Mentino DiSilvestro, 
an officer with the Delaware State Police and “a wonderful guy,” 
she notes! She’s also an avid scrapbooker and animal lover, 
with four pets at home. 
    Christina came to DCA after spending eight years as office 
manager for an engineering firm in Easton, Md. She has 
assumed roles vacated by Lori Morrow, who retired at the end 
of 2021; she’ll likely be the first person you speak to when 
calling DCA or visiting us. “Coming into the chicken world 
seemed like a great way to continue my career,” Christina said. 

“I look forward to learning the industry and meeting great people!” 
    When you visit the office and meet Christina, be sure to ask for what she told us is her kids’ favorite recipe 
featuring chicken: a chicken-broccoli ring that includes crescent rolls, cheese, red pepper and dill. 

W E L C O M E  T O  T H E  F L O C K
Christina Buckler

DELMARVA CHICKEN ASSOCIATION
16686 County Seat Highway
Georgetown, DE 19947-4881
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OUR MISSION: 
To be the Delmarva chicken 

industry’s voice as the 
premier membership 

association focusing on 
advocacy, education and 

member relations.

OUR VISION: 
To be the most-respected 
chicken organization in the 

United States.
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www.dcachicken.com
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