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LESSONS LEARNED

In August I traveled to Atlanta, Georgia,
there to meet with fellow poultry industry
representatives, U.S. Department of
Agriculture folks, state veterinarians and
members of national trade associations to
discuss the hard lessons we all learned from
this year’s high path avian influenza outbreak.
We heard from a number of speakers
who’d been involved in HPAI responses, both
at USDA and those who had been part of
incidents from all over the country, including
the owner of an affected layer operation from
HO LLY P O RT E R
Delaware. I’ll try to summarize some of the
most telling points I took away from the one-and-a-half day meeting.
• Many of the farms that were impacted had some type of exposure
to wild waterfowl. (On Delmarva, the Atlantic Flyway is a wild bird
superhighway that passes right over us.)
• Many of the farms impacted had a high level of biosecurity in place.
(Concerning? Absolutely.)
• Somehow there was still an inadequate “line of separation” procedure in place.
• More than 85% of the cases were direct entry – not involving lateral
spread from farm to farm, but cases in which infected birds or their
droppings arrived on the farm that had the positive case.
• For some facilities, there had been a delay in building repairs or routine
maintenance completed – allowing birds or rodents to possibly enter and
be the vector.
Several of the scientists expressed concern for the upcoming fall and
winter, which may have already effectively begun in August (as I was sitting in
Georgia that week, Indiana and Ohio both announced new cases). We know
that the migratory birds have already started their move and they are mixing
with our domestic birds. We also know that this particular virus has also
made its way into vultures, hawks, eagles and many other domestic birds.
That makes biosecurity even more important than ever – and not just
occasionally – but always! You cannot control what others do, but you can
control what you do on your farm to mitigate the virus.
• Consistently maintain line of separation between the ‘dirty’ sections of
your farm and the clean production area housing your birds.
• Consider a Danish entry system that compels you and others to change
footwear in the control room (see page 7)
• Wear dedicated farm clothing that does not travel anywhere else.
• Set up dedicated footwear for each individual chicken house.
• Be sure anyone that is working on the farm is aware of biosecurity
measures – family, contract crews, weekend help, service personnel.
• Add wild bird deterrents around the farm, especially near composting –
provide no food source for vultures.
• Clean up any feed spills – provide no food source for rodents.
• Screening of any cracks or gaps in chicken houses or composting areas.
Many of these measures require extra time and extra expense (all
those pairs of boots could add up). But the two broiler growers that were
impacted this year would also tell you that having HPAI on your farm is even
more time consuming and expensive than that. Sometimes you can put a
price on prevention. ▪
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FR OM THE PRESIDENT:

Don’t Miss Our
Grower Socials

We scored a
hat trick with our
early-September
‘grower social’
event – great
location
(the scenic
Pocomoke River
State Park),
great weather
(it was our first
taste of cool fall
temperatures),
and wonderful
FA R N A SIR
people – more
attendees than
I’ve ever seen at one of our get-togethers for DCA
grower members. So many of you came to enjoy a
delicious catered dinner under the shade of a large
pavilion; play some lawn games; let your kids have
fun with face-painting; and honor our first winners
of DCA’s new George ‘Bud’ Malone Environmental
Award, John and Linda Brown of L & J Farm.
(Learn more on their accomplishments on page 10
of this issue.)
We’re committed to holding several grower
socials a year because you’ve told us they’re a
welcome opportunity to catch up with a grower’s
most valuable colleagues – other growers. Ours
is, much of the time, solitary work. And the
biosecurity requirements we all must adhere
to mean visits from other farmers on our own
farms are even less likely. We do take biosecurity
seriously at our grower events, and I’m sure you
do, too, by keeping on-the-farm clothing and
footwear back home. I hope to see you at a social
soon.

If you have other ideas for ways DCA can
help growers connect with each other, let us
know at dca@dcachicken.com.

4
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Serving Delmarva Farmers Since 1925
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mcody@averyhall.com
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bhearne@averyhall.com

Property | Auto
Poultry | Livestock
Equipment
Liability
Work Comp
Disruption
of Operations

!
y
a
d
o
T
l
l
a
C

AveryHall.com
Salisbury
410.742.5111

Easton
410.822.7300

Seaford
302.536.9470

Milton
302.684.3413
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How, and Why, to Build
a ‘Danish Entry’

STEP ONE

A footpan with dry
chlorine is at the entrance
to the control room.

STEP TWO

Chris removes his street
shoes, keeping them on
the dirty side of the bench.
His clean, chicken-housespecific boots are ready
on the clean side.

We all know the concept of a line of separation in a
biosecurity context. On one side, the wider world, where
bacteria and viruses that can threaten bird health must
be assumed to be present. On the ‘clean’ side are your
birds, and the clothing and equipment you use to care
for them that never leaves the clean zone. In a chicken
house control room, the line of separation may be a
simple painted line across the room.
Some growers are taking it further by building a
Danish entry – a simple bench. In doing so, they’re
aiming to ensure they and their visitors never forget to
stop and change footwear when crossing from one side
of the line of separation to the other.
‘Danish entry’ is a relatively new name for a very
simple structure: a knee-high board, installed across the
shorter dimension of a control room, that forces anyone
approaching the chicken house’s interior to stop, sit,
and change footwear. Queen Anne’s County grower
Chris Rhodes has one in each of his four houses; as a
Coleman grower, they were built into the control rooms
from the start, but a retrofit would be a very simple job
with some wood and common tools.
In Chris’s control rooms, there’s a 90” long and 9” wide
board installed 18” above grade, with a 2x10 support
in the center. At the walls, the board rests on 1.5” deep
blocks that match the width of the board; there’s no flex
to the seat when sitting on it. After entering the control
room and using a dry-chlorine footbath for his outside

STEP THREE

His feet safely on the
‘clean’ side of his line of
separation, Chris dons his
chicken-house-specific
shoes before entering the
production area.

STEP FOUR

To exit, Chris performs the
steps in reverse; here, he’s
donning his outside shoes
after swinging over to the
‘dirty’ side of the bench.

shoes, he takes a few steps and sits on the bench,
removing the street shoes and, importantly, leaving them
on the outer-door side of the bench.
He then swings his legs to the clean side, where thathouse-only boots are waiting (a set for him and a set for
his farm employee). Donning those shoes, he stands to
enter the live production area. When leaving the chicken
house, he does the same process in reverse, keeping
the chicken-house-specific shoes on the clean side
of the Danish entry and stepping into ‘street’ shoes –
which are still only worn on the farm – on the dirty side.
What’s not an option is striding all the way across the
control room, in dirty shoes, to the inner chamber where
the birds are. Having the Danish entry installed compels
Chris, or any visitor, to slow down and do it right.
“The biggest thing is thinking about the repercussions
if you don’t do the right thing,” Chris Rhodes said. For
the Danish entry system to work well, the grower must
commit to always entering the production area from
the control room, not the house’s end doors, during
growout; proxy switches make that more convenient.
It may add a little time to every approach or
departure, but Chris said those are seconds and
minutes worth spending on a consistent biosecurity
practice. “You can’t walk around it. You could straddle it;
you don’t have to sit,” he said. “But it does force you to
keep the line of separation.” ▪
Delmarva Chicken | October 2022
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Protest-Proof Your Operation

When you step back, take a breath and take in the sight of your farm, you see the result of hard work and
sacrifices. Unfortunately, animal or environmental rights activist groups have an entirely different agenda if
they decide to approach your farm. Our allies in the Animal Ag Alliance put together tips and suggestions for
reducing the risk that activist threats will disrupt your livelihood.

Dos-not-don’ts include:
• Monitor online conversation to see if you may be a target.
Protests are frequently organized on social media through event
pages or websites. (If DCA noticed online organizing for ag-focused
public protests on Delmarva, we would alert our members right away.)

This vehicle drove past biosecurity
signs on a Centerville, Md. farm in
August before the farm owner told the
driver to leave; the driver claimed to
be looking for a ‘company office’ to
deliver documentation. When suspicious
vehicles or people are seen on your farm,
call a flock advisor right away.

• Keep an eye out for suspicious activities: people carrying signs
or other protest materials, someone taking an excessive number of
photos and videos, acting as if they are going live on social media,
or individuals asking very direct questions. On farms, look out for
vehicles you don’t recognize; several growers this summer spotted
such vehicles driving down their farm lanes or parked just outside
the farm, and those growers did the right thing – they called their
flock advisors, and also alerted DCA. In each case, the vehicles left
the scene before any police response occurred.
• Avoid confrontation. Keep in mind they are likely livestreaming or
recording the interaction and they want to record you getting upset.
If people on your property are refusing to leave, it’s better to contact
law enforcement than try to force them off on your own.

If you see suspicious activity on your farm, contact your flock advisor or someone else at your integrator
immediately. We also encourage you to make DCA aware of any suspicious activity on a chicken farm by
calling us at 302-856-9037 or emailing Executive Director Holly Porter at porter@dcachicken.com

DCA Receives Grants to Tell Story
of 100th Anniversary

2023 is a milestone year for Maryland’s chicken community - the 100th anniversary of the first broiler chicken
flock on Delmarva, the Cecile Steele flock of 1923. It is also the 75th anniversary of the founding of Delmarva
Chicken Association (then known as Delmarva Chicken Festival, Inc., and later as Delmarva Poultry Industry, Inc.)
To commemorate this important year and all the ways the chicken community has evolved and modernized, DCA is
planning a yearlong campaign of education and celebration.
The campaign we envision will highlight the chicken industry’s remarkable advances in the 20th and 21st
centuries, producing more chicken with fewer resources while providing jobs for thousands of people; profile diverse,
representative chicken growers on family farms; and detail your environmental accomplishments.
We’re excited to share that DCA has been awarded grants by three different organizations to help us carry out
this 100th anniversary work. In August, the Rural Maryland Council awarded DCA a $25,000 grant from its Maryland
Agricultural Education and Rural Development Assistance Fund. We were one of 47 organizations awarded grants
of this kind. We also received grant awards from the Maryland Soybean Board, in the amount of $5,750, and the
Delaware Soybean Board, which provided a $3,500 grant award.
Together, these grants will be matched with our own budgeted funds to tell an ambitious story of 100 years of Delmarva
chicken. We hope to reach thousands of people with these messages, and we hope they inspire you, too. Stay tuned!
8
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What comes
next starts
here.
Reaching your operation’s best potential
means more than just adapting to meet
today’s needs. It’s about evolving your
approach, anticipating what tomorrow may
bring. And while the challenges change,
the way we stay ahead of them remains the
same: innovation.
That means equipping producers with the
most advanced control of their operation
yet through premier products, support
from technical experts and customizable
vaccines – all in one portfolio. Because
specific challenges call for specific
responses, and the minds at Boehringer
Ingelheim are always at work providing
original solutions.

See our full range of solutions at
www.poultryhealthusa.com

VAXXITEK® is a registered trademark of the Boehringer Ingelheim Group
in the United States of America and elsewhere.
©2022 Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health USA Inc., Duluth, GA.
All Rights Reserved. US-POU-0007-2022-B
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COV E R S TO RY

The Browns have grown hearty, filled-out zones of vegetative buffers close to tunnel fans on their houses, so the plants can capture
dust and odor right as it exits.

GREEN AND THEN SOME
By James Fisher

L & J Farm, our first Malone Award recipient, has long been ahead of the curve in making
sustainable investments.
A Harrington chicken farm, L & J Farm, is now one
of many on Delmarva raising birds to a certified organic
standard. It’s not alone, either, in having on-farm solar
power, an Ecodrum mortality composting system, or
well-buffered stormwater ponds and swales.
But over the years, farm owners John and Linda
Brown remember that when they invested in their
farm’s green, sustainable features, they were among
the first chicken growers on Delmarva to have them.
Their accumulated and long-lasting environmental
practices and habits have earned them Delmarva
Chicken Association’s inaugural George ‘Bud’ Malone
Environmental Award.
“We’re actually proud of the farm – proud of the stuff
we’ve done,” John Brown says. “We get a kick out of
telling people about it all. It makes you feel good.”
L & J Farm has six chicken houses, built in
stages, two houses at a time – in 1988, 2005 and
2018. The farm boasts a cornucopia of features that
either conserve energy or limit any happenstance
nutrient pollution to waterways in the Chesapeake
10
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Bay watershed, in which it lies. (Like all modernday Delmarva chicken farms, the farm’s nutrient
management plan is premised on “zero discharge,”
meaning no nutrient pollution is a given, and that the
farm is operated to minimize the occasional release of
any nutrients during strong storms or other unexpected
events.)

Farm lanes are covered with crushed clamshells, a renewable
resource. Swales that traverse the farm are blanketed in heavy
plant growth, soaking up rainwater and nutrients. The farm’s
heavy use pads are spotless.

L & J FARM’S ENVIRONMENTAL
FEATURES INCLUDE:

The Browns have invested twice in freestanding solar panels. They also have a plug-in
hybrid car, and when riding down the farm lane from their house to make a fix, they
often use a bike instead of a gas-powered vehicle.

• Heavy use pads
• Oyster shell roadways and
staging areas
• Two stormwater runoff ponds
• Tree buffers around the farm
• Tall grasses at the tunnel fans
• Pollinator garden
• LED lights
• Three manure storage sheds
• An EcoDrum Composter
• Solar panels to power the farm

The most visible green features of the farm are its
robust set of freestanding solar panels, installed by
Paradise Energy in two tranches. For the Browns,
obtaining solar power on the farm was primarily
for the sustainability and the reduction in fossil
fuel dependence; downstream cost savings were
a possibility they considered, but weren’t the key
motivation.
“When we put solar in, our mindset was, we’ll never
pay for this – we’re talking years ago. We didn’t really
think about saving money, except maybe for the next
generation,” John Brown said in an interview on the
farm. A U.S. Army veteran in the Signal Corps who had
tours of duty in Iraq’s Green Zone, Brown is constantly
thinking of how he can reduce the farm’s use of finite
resources.
That frame of mind led to smaller-scale changes,
like the crushed oyster shells – a renewable resource –
the Browns use to cover their farm lanes. It’s why two
bikes lean against a backyard fence, ready for their use
to get from home to farm. It’s why they bought a plugin hybrid car that, combined with their solar power,
makes trips to the gas station very infrequent.
The Browns have also fully bought into the
vegetative environmental buffers concept, and have
planted tall, warm-season grasses quite close to their
tunnel fans. The buffer patches also surround swales
that bisect the farm, and stormwater ponds at the rear.
Investing in all these features, Linda Brown stresses,
didn’t happen overnight; each year, the Browns
considered ways they could reinvest farm income
into improvements. “With what we’ve invested in the
farm, our house could be a mansion and then some,”
she notes. “I wish we could have more, but we can
only spend so much a year. This year our investment
was our new solar, and every year there’s always an
investment.” So a young farmer, she emphasizes,
shouldn’t feel burdened with catching up quickly to
other farms that may have more features.

“All this stuff is kind of showing our age, because
we’ve had time to accumulate it,” John Brown adds.
“We’ve had time to accumulate it. Whatever you start
out with as a young farmer, you’ve got to stay with that
awhile before you’ve got any extra to invest.”

“It is obvious that these growers take
a lot of pride in being good stewards
of the land and good neighbors.”
JE N N Y R H OD E S

D C A G R O WER C O MMI TTEE C H AIR

As Malone Award winners, the Browns received
a $500 check, and they were presented with a
reclaimed-wood plaque at a grower social event held in
September at Pocomoke River State Park.
The Malone Award is meant to be ‘peer to peer’
recognition – growers can nominate themselves or
other growers, and members of the Grower Committee
choose the winner. Look for information on how to
nominate a farm for the Malone Award in the December
issue of the magazine. ▪

DCA recognized the Browns at our September Grower Social
event in Snow Hill, Md. Left to right: Jenny Rhodes, Far Nasir,
Linda Brown, John Brown and Holly Porter.
Delmarva Chicken | October 2022
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D E L A W A R E A D D S 1 8 0 D AY S

to litter-staging time window

Members of the Delaware Nutrient Management Commission
approved an emergency order during their October 4 meeting
that will allow for a 180-day extension for properly staged
poultry litter in Delaware Crop fields beginning on November 1.
When the Delaware Department of Agriculture issued control
orders this past spring restricting the movement and spreading
of poultry litter due to an outbreak of highly pathogenic avian
influenza (HPAI) confirmed in New Castle and Kent counties, the
order caused hardships for some farmers who had planned to
be receiving, staging, or applying litter.
Effective November 1, farmers can begin properly staging
poultry litter in the fields where it will be used next spring. Once
the 180-day extension expires, the normal 90-day regulation will resume, resulting in a deadline for spreading
field staged poultry litter of July 29, 2023, for poultry litter stacked on or before April 30, 2023. Fall staging
litter in preparation for the Spring 2023 application will help reduce litter movement when HPAI is expected to
be the highest risk for Delaware poultry.
To be considered properly staged, litter must be stacked in six-foot tall “windrows” or pyramids so that the
cross-section of the pile is a triangle, ensuring that any rainwater will be shed rather than infiltrate the pile or
pool around it. This is best accomplished with a loader bucket, following delivery to the field by a dump truck
or trailer. ▪

12

Delmarva Chicken | October 2022

Your
Poultry
Litter
Link

Sell.

Poultry growers will
be able to list their
litter for others to
find. Listings will
include locations,
tons available, type
of birds, nutrient
content and more.

No Need to Count
Your Chickens.

Buy.

Farmers will be able
to review listings
or utilize filters to
connect with those
sellers closest to the
farm or operation.

Move.

Anyone that
provides services
such as clean
outs, crusting,
windrowing, or
hauling will be
able to create a
listing, marketing
themselves to
growers and
farmers.

y.
Sell. Bu ly.
App
.
e
v
o
M
LOAD
DOWN
Y
P TODA
THE AP ARTED
ST
TO GET

Apply.

Anyone with the
equipment to
apply the litter
can share their
information, making
it easy to spread this
valuable fertilizer.
A great marketing
opportunity for any
custom applicators.

For more information,
check out

With ProBin, your products are certain
to arrive as they left. The carefully
engineered combination of a durable
poly-woven outer sleeve around the
perfect density board container
provides superior performance over
traditional box containers with
antiquated straps.

littr.io

The Best Bin in the Market. Period.

support@littr.io

Contact us today, and protect your poultry.

Funding for the littr. app was made
possible by

probinglobal.com | 256-507-9879
sales@probinglobal.com

or email
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M A K E Y O U R FA R M

Less Welcoming to Wildlife

This article is adapted from a USDA Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service fact sheet, Program Aid No. 2209.

Avian influenza and other diseases that impact
domestic poultry often cause little or no illness in
wildlife. That’s why seemingly healthy wild birds
and animals could spread disease onto farms when
they are attracted to areas with abundant food,
water, and/or shelter. You can strengthen your farm
biosecurity by putting wildlife management practices
in place. There are several nonlethal ways to make
farms less welcoming to wildlife.
Waterfowl, as well as other birds and animals, are
attracted to water for drinking, bathing, feeding, and
loafing. The practices below can help you manage
water resources at your farm to prevent wildlife
from coming into direct contact with your poultry
and avoid accidentally transporting wildlife feces
and secretions that may contain harmful viruses or
bacteria into your facilities on boots, equipment,
and food.

REMOVE STANDING WATER

If you’re seeing standing water more than a day after a heavy
rainfall, the area should be filled or graded; it’s too inviting to
waterfowl.

Even small, shallow pools of standing water, such
as those found in tire ruts, can attract waterfowl
and other wildlife. Consider grading your property
to avoid pooling water. We recommend a minimum
slope of half an inch per foot. You should fill and/or
grade all areas where standing water is seen for more
than 24 hours after a heavy rainfall. Where standing
water is unavoidable, make sure workers don’t walk
or move equipment in or near the area. This prevents
possible contamination of boots and equipment.
14
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MANAGE PONDS AND BASINS
Wildlife
are attracted
to ponds,
catchment
basins, and
irrigation
structures. To
make these areas
less desirable
to most wildlife
species, you may
want to cut back
or remove plants
growing on the
banks. However,
Bird deterrents like these scare away
waterfowl, but move them around so
this may make
wildlife doesn’t get used to them.
the area more
attractive to geese. Please consult with a wildlife or
wetlands professional before removing plants around
ponds to identify the best solution for your situation
and determine whether you need a permit to remove
plants around ponds and other water sources per the
Clean Water Act.
You can also use fencing to separate natural
ponds or vegetation areas from active areas around
poultry facilities. You can grid ponds with wires or
ropes to discourage waterfowl from landing on the
water. Floating a boat or bird deterrent balls on the
pond and using predator decoys or other scare
devices may also be effective, but you should move
the decoys frequently so birds and animals don’t
become used to them.

FILTER SURFACE WATER
Avian influenza viruses can be spread through
contaminated water. Never use untreated surface
water to wet or water poultry or to clean equipment,
barns, or other facilities. If you must use surface
water, treat the water or install filtration to remove
viruses and other disease-causing organisms. Test
the water quality regularly to make sure the water
treatment or filtration is effective. ▪

STAND TOGETHER,

Stay Together.

For over 100 years, we’ve been standing together with farmers like you by
providing reliable financial services. We wouldn’t have it any other way.
Give us a call to speak with a relationship manager today.

888.339.3334 | HorizonFC.com

NMLS#
452721
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Viriginia FSA
Offers NoCost Buffers,
Wetlands Help

Delmar Location
8999 Ocean Hwy Unit D
Delmar, MD 21875
Call Matt or Alex at
(888)253-5373

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency’s
(FSA) Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) is funded
at a record high in this year’s budget and Virginia farmers can now
implement buffers and wetland restoration at no cost, FSA officials in
Virginia said.
“There has never been a better time for producers to participate in
CREP,” said Dr. Ronald M. Howell, Jr., FSA State Executive Director in
Virginia. “It costs nothing for farmers to participate in this program now,
which will provide their farms with ongoing revenue and other financial
benefits. At the same time, the CREP practices promote richer, more
fertile farmland and healthier livestock. It is a true win-win.”
CREP is a partnership between the FSA and the Commonwealth of
Virginia that aims to improve water quality and wildlife habitat. It offers
financial incentives, cost-share, and rental payments to farmers and
landowners who voluntarily implement riparian forest buffers, grass
and shrub buffers, and wetland restoration. Previously, farmers had to
cover a portion of the initial cost of establishing buffers and associated
infrastructure, such as fencing and livestock watering systems, to enroll
in CREP. This year, FSA and the state will pay 100% of eligible practice
installation costs, including fencing and alternative watering systems.
CREP will also continue to provide incentives and rental payments as
well as other on-farm benefits for years to come.
Enrollment can take place year-round as signups are ongoing.
Interested farmers can reach out to their local USDA Farm Service
Center to determine eligibility and apply; reach the Accomack County
USDA Farm Service Center by calling (757) 787-3581.

New 2nd Location!

17507 S. Dupont Hwy.
Dock 9 Harrington, DE
19952
Call Brian (866)371-1893

Your Customer Service Leader for:
• Box lids and Paper Products
• Waterline Sanitation/Cleaning
• Nutrition & Supportive
Products
• Vitamin Supplements
• Rodenticides & Bait Stations
• Darkling Beetle control
• Fly, Wasp & Mosquito control
• Etatron Pump Parts
• Stenner Pump Parts
• Disinfectants & Cleaners

Clear View Enterprises, LLC (CVE) was formed in 2004 to bring to you the producer over 50 years of
combined service and passion for the industry. CVE brings to you many products you know and have
come to trust as well as a service staff that has proven itself unprecedented.

16
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Favorite in the Field
The only newspaper in the Mid-Atlantic region with a
MONTHLY SECTION DEDICATED TO
THE POULTRY INDUSTRY.
Interested in subscribing?

Call Megan at 1-800-634-5021. Mention this ad and
receive 20% off your subscription.

Own a business and want to reach more customers?
Call Tiffany and ask her about advertising.

410-822-3965 - www.americanfarm.com

A small business loan isn’t just about the money.
It’s about making the most of it.
To learn more, visit us at liveoakbank.com/poultry
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D C A’ S D E L AWAR E BUF F ER S GR A NT:

How to Apply

In our August
issue, we shared the
news that DCA was
awarded a $192,000
grant from the state
of Delaware, under
the auspices of the
U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency’s
Section 319 Nonpoint Source Program Grant, to costshare two specific kinds of vegetative environmental
buffers on farms in several specific Delaware
watersheds: hedgerows of warm-season grasses near
the tunnel fans and other fans on chicken houses,
and pollinator-friendly plantings. DCA is providing a
$262,235 match over the three-year course of the grant,
which means we’re putting more than $450,000 behind
this ambitious effort.
Our goal with this grant is to help growers install
these practices at minimal cost. To do that, we’ve
created a cost-share program within DCA that will
cover 90 percent of the costs of technical assistance,
installation, and follow-up livability reporting. The
grower’s cost to take advantage of the cost-share
program will be the remaining 10 percent. Because
of Delaware’s and the EPA’s water-quality priorities,
eligibility for the cost-share programs is limited to
farms in the Chesapeake Bay watershed, the Delaware
Inland Bays, and certain areas of the St. Jones River
watershed, more commonly referred to as the Delaware
Bay. Most growers eligible for the grant will find
themselves in the Chesapeake Bay or Delaware Inland
Bays watersheds.
TO APPLY: growers will fill out an application form
(they’re available at dcachicken.com, in our Vegetative
Environmental Buffers section). DCA staff will complete
a planting design showing BMP location and estimated
plant quantities and materials, and we will also assist the
applicants in locating contractors to provide estimates
on BMP installation. DCA assumes 90% of BMP costs
with the applicant assuming the remaining 10%.
TO QUALIFY: an applicant must be in good standing as a DCA member, at the $150 level or higher, prior
to DCA staff providing on-farm technical assistance in
planning BMPs. Growers must submit invoices to DCA
staff for installed BMPs on a timely manner to initiate
the final inspection on completion as well as to start the
payment process.
Growers will be obligated to maintain the installed
18

Delmarva Chicken | October 2022

BMPs for their intended purpose of treating a
documented resource concern for a period of 10 years.
If the installed BMPs are destroyed in any manner, they
will be reinstalled at the owner’s expense. DCA staff will
perform annual and semi-annual inspections to verify
the conditions of the BMPs during the first five years.
Repayment of cost-share funds to DCA will be
required if any of the following occur:
• Farm was sold within the 10-year period and the new
owner will not use the houses for poultry production
• The new owner will not agree in writing to maintain the
installed BMPs for the remainder of the 10-year period
• The BMPs are destroyed in some manner by the
current owner or farm help and not re-established
properly, within a specified timeframe
If you have questions about the cost-share
program, or if you want to be sent an application
form, get in touch with us.
Write Us: dca@dcachicken.com

• Convert Your Litter into
Pathogen Free Compost
• Reduce Mortality Rate,
Disease in Litter &
Darkling Beetles
• The LVI Pulverizes the
Cake in the Litter with the
Dual Auger

With LVIs innovative designs and top-notch customer service, the
full line of LVI implements can help make your operation the best
it can be... because anything less than the best is for the birds.

• Build Tall, Well-Formed
Windrows for Optimum
Heat Generation &
Composting Results
• Pulverize the Cake in the
Litter with Dual Auger &
Pulverizing Action
• Convert Your Litter into
Pathogen Free Compost

Visit www.lvimfg.com or call 888.414.7518 x3099

Connect With Us!
Say “Hi” Through Facebook, Twitter, or Email!

Flat Rate
Shipping

$14.95
Most parcel packages
ship at this rate.

PARTS You Need.
PARTS You Need.
PARTS You Need.

BRANDS You Know.

Call for our
FREE Catalog!

BRANDS You Know.

BRANDS

PRICES You

PRICES You Can Afford.

1-800-845-3374

FarmerBoyAg.com

Poultry Water Treatment
Highly effective disinfectant
and pH modifier
It’s a safe, dependable way
to disinfect agricultural
drinking water.

Scan this QR code to watch
our video testimonials

800.328.5460 • www.hawkinsinc.com
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Please Call for an Appointment: 410-829-9631

Denton, MD

Crusting • Pulverizing • Windrowing • New Dry Shavings • Full Clean Out
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WWW.KCEPOULTRY.COM

9172 OCEAN
HIGHWAY
DELMAR MD
21875
410.896.5639

1324 OCEAN
HIGHWAY
POCOMOKE
MD 21851
443.437.7724

INFO@KCEPOULTRY.COM

CALL US FOR YOUR POULTRY HOUSE NEEDS!

PARTS • SERVICE • REMODEL • NEW CONSTRUCTION
• POLY TANKS • SPRAYERS

Get The Latest in Ventilation Efficiency
for Your New or Retrofit Project
Chore-Time’s complete poultry production
systems include the latest in energy-efficient
and feed-saving products:

Tunnel door insulates about
eight times better than a curtain.

•

Chore-Time’s tunnel doors improve in-house
air mixing.

•

TURBO-COOL™ Evaporative Cooling Systems
feature 2-inch pipe and 5/32-inch water
openings.

•

Easy-to-use CHORE-TRONICS® 3 Controls
maximize whole-house efficiency.

SM

Contact us today for more information, and
grow with us!

NORTHEAST AGRI SYSTEMS, INC.

TURBO-COOL™ System’s reinforced,
continuous, one-piece trough.

www.neagri.com

28527 Boyce Road
Laurel, DE 19956
800.735.6361
302.875.1886

®

NOW OPEN!
4227 Lankford Hwy (Rt.13)
New Church, VA 23415
757.894.7917

Authorized Independent Chore-Time Distributor Since 1982

CHORE-TRONICS 3 Controls
now include fully integrated
ceiling inlet and bird scale
control along with other
enhanced features.

CTB ADVERTISING
Delmarva
Ad No. CT-2460H-4C/201709
Northeast Agri Systems
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W H E R E D C A S TA N D S

on Proposed GIPSA Regs
By Holly Porter, Executive Director

Transparency is a value DCA committed to abiding by when we crafted our strategic plan. So I believe it’s
important to share with you two things in this issue: our comments to the USDA on a proposed rule by the USDA
Agricultural Marketing Service, “Transparency in Poultry Growers Contracting and Tournaments,” and the process
by which we arrived at the decision to submit them.
First, the process. When these proposed regulations were announced by USDA in June, we shared them
with our members in Chicken Chatter right away. In the June issue of Delmarva Chicken, we also provided a
summary of the proposal.
Over the summer, the Grower
Committee had a discussion
about the regs, and their
comments were a starting
point when the Government
Relations Committee took
up the issue. It seemed
clear from those committee
conversations that we wanted
to share concerns about the
regulations while emphasizing
the importance of retaining
the tournament system. The
proposed regulations do not
alter the tournament system’s
essential mechanics, but our
committees told us we should
make it clear to USDA that
we, as an organization, do not
want the system replaced or
set aside.
I drafted a letter and
shared it with the Government
Relations Committee as a
starting point. Suggestions
and edits were made and
shared again with that
committee and the chair of
the Grower Committee, before
submitting the final comments,
in a timely fashion to USDA.
As the federal agency
reviews its comments, DCA
remains committed to helping
our members understand
what’s being proposed and
incorporating your views
into our positions. If you are
interested in participating on
any of DCA’s committees,
please contact me at any time.
Delmarva Chicken | October 2022
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I NTE G R ATO R NE WS

Wicomico County Bill Will
Constrict Ag Construction
The Wicomico County Council introduced
in September, and passed in early October, a
bill banning the construction of some kinds of
agricultural storage tanks anywhere in the county.
The county’s new law prohibits anyone from building
tanks designed to hold dissolved air floatation (DAF)
residuals. The tanks hold soil amendment materials
DCA member Michelle Chesnik
that are the byproducts of wastewater treatment
speaks out against a proposed ban
in chicken plants; they contain nutrients used by
on some ag structures in Wicomico
dozens of farmers on the Shore in land application
County at the County Council’s
Sept. 6 meeting.
to improve their crops’ growth.
• DAF residuals are registered as a soil amendment; they increase organic matter
in soils, increase moisture holding capacity and improve soil structure.
• DAF residuals are essentially the decomposition of organic matter. Currently,
research is being conducted to better understand why DAF odor may appear
stronger at some times than others and to look at different bacteria that can be
used to mitigate odor.
• Farmers and applicators use injection and tillage practices to control any odor
when it is applied to fields. In storage containers, the material is pumped into the
bottom of the tank and will form a crust at the top that will help suppress the odor.
• DAF residuals are transported from the processing plant by tractor trailer in an
enclosed tanker. They’re not hazardous materials.
DCA has been engaged on this issue, speaking up at public comment sessions
and showing councilmembers why passing this ban would be a mistake. We had
supported a science-based recommendation from the Wicomico County Planning
& Zoning Commission that storage tanks that hold agricultural products should be
permitted, by special exception, in the A-1 zone. The council declined to go that
route, instead moving forward legislation that enacts a total ban.
DCA members and staff spoke out against the legislation in September, when
it was introduced, and again at an Oct. 4 public hearing. We don’t think it is farfetched to think some counties would consider restricting or banning manure
storage structures – which have reduced agriculture’s nutrient contributions to the
Chesapeake Bay – if this precedent-setting legislation becomes law. And we don’t
want to see a county in the heart of Delmarva adopt an anti-agriculture bill. ▪

DCA’s Annual Meeting set for
December 13

As a member of the Delmarva Chicken Association, you are invited to attend
the DCA Annual Meeting, scheduled for Tuesday, December 13 at 4:30 p.m. The
location of the Annual Meeting will be the CHEER Center, located at 20520 Sand
Hill Road, Georgetown, Del. 19947. At the meeting you will hear the results of
the 2023 Board of Directors elections (watch for your ballot to arrive in the mail in
November), get an update on what your association has accomplished over the
year, as well as review our financial highlights. The annual meeting also allows
members to bring questions or issues to the full membership body.
To register to attend the annual meeting on December 13, contact the DCA
office at 302-856-9037 or email Christina Buckler at buckler@dcachicken.com.
24

Delmarva Chicken | October 2022

Don't leave your litter to chance...

Choose which
microbes dominate
your litter.
IMPACT-P(NA) delivers a
huge number of
beneficial Bacillus
bacteria to overwhelm
and out-compete
disease causing
pathogens, dry,
compost, and improve
the litter, and lower
ammonia levels.

IMPACT-P(NA) is the
only dry, need activated
biological litter
amendment on the
market. It's easily and
quickly applied, nontoxic, safe to apply with
birds in the house, noncorrosive, and can be
used within days of
litter acidifiers.

800-448-4723
impactpoultryproducts.com

“From the feed bin
all the way to the fans”
• You can count on Chore-Time
and its independent distributors
to provide complete end-to-end
poultry production solutions.
• Others try to copy its marketleading ideas, but only Chore-Time
is the real deal when it comes to delivering
reliable products and strong support.
• It’s what makes Chore-Time the #1 U.S. poultry
equipment supplier.
Contact us today.

Let’s grow together ™

Bunting & Bertrand, Inc.
15 Hickory Street
Frankford, Del. 19945
302-732-6836
www.buntingandbertrand.com
Authorized Independent Distributor

CTB ADVERTISING
Delmarva Chicken | October 2022
Ad No CT-2626HH/201707
Chore-Time
Distributor Ad 4C
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Seated, left to right: Cameron Horne, Heather Pusey (accepting for Leroy Pusey), Gary King, Steve Windsor.
Standing, left to right: Dan Malone, Kyle McAllister, Ashley Eisinger, and Becky Tran.

Delmarva Flock Supervisors
Honored at National Meeting

Nine flock supervisors from Delmarva’s five chicken
companies received Outstanding Flock Supervisor awards
at Delmarva Chicken Association’s 57th National Meeting
on Poultry Health, Processing, and Live Production, which
we held in Ocean City Oct. 3-5. As flock supervisors,
these chicken company employees work face-to-face with
independent chicken growers as liaisons between the farmer
and the chicken company.
The flock supervisors honored were:
• Ashley Eisinger Brown of Coleman Organic, a firsttime honoree
• Cameron Horne of Allen Harim, a two-time honoree
• Gary King of Mountaire Farms, a first-time honoree
• Dan Malone of Perdue Farms, a two-time honoree
• Kyle McAllister of Perdue Farms, a two-time honoree
• Barry Munoz of Perdue Farms, a two-time honoree
• Leroy Pusey of Amick Farms, a five-time honoree
• Becky Tran of Tyson Foods, a first-time honoree
• Steve Windsor of Mountaire Farms, a six-time honoree

Barry Munoz, left, with DCA executive director
Holly Porter.

“As a grower, I very much appreciate the job of the flock supervisor in working with me,” said DCA
President Far Nasir in presenting the awards. “You are the liaison for the company, helping me to raise the
best flock, while also delivering both good and bad news. And the relationships built between grower and
supervisor are so important.”
“An outstanding flock supervisor makes life on the farm easier for a chicken grower, and offers assurance
to a chicken company that standards and practices are being followed,” said Holly Porter, DCA’s executive
director. “These award recipients work hard day in and day out to meet those goals.”
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Composting sheds attract flies and
scavengers, including buzzards,
foxes, raccoons, birds and feral cats
– all known carriers of disease.

Composting sheds attract flies and
scavengers, including buzzards,
foxes, raccoons, birds and feral cats
– all known carriers of disease.

Still Composting?

Still Composting?

Why Risk It?

Why Risk It?

Use on-farm freezer units
for storing routine poultry
mortality.

Use on-farm freezer units
for storing routine poultry
mortality.

Poultry mortality freezers are an EQIP

Poultry mortality freezers are an EQIP

eligible practice. Check with your

eligible practice. Check with your

local Soil and Water Conservation

local Soil and Water Conservation

Prompt
Professional
Service
District
or NRCS
office for details.
24-Hour Agralarm Monitoring
Maintenance Programs
Remote PC Connection Sales and Service

District or NRCS office for details.

Alarm Sales and Installation for Poultry Houses

If you are building new houses, remodeling older houses or simply need to
upgrade or repair your existing alarm system, Agralarm can help! Poultry
house alarms have been our specialty since 1990.
Call Agralarm @ 1-888-968-2802 TODAY
or visit our website @ www.agralarm.com

(302) 448-8699

(302) 448-8699

www.FarmFreezers.com

www.FarmFreezers.com
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H PA I D E T E C T I O N S

Made Early in the Season
Although it’s no surprise
that highly pathogenic avian
influenza (HPAI) is circulating
among wild waterfowl and
wild raptor populations in the
skies over Delmarva, USDAconfirmed detections of HPAI
in those birds have been
announced with sobering
frequency. And compared
past years, the disease is
known to be circulating
earlier in the migratory
season, well before fall’s
cool weather and the accompanying north-to-south
migratory patterns.
Here are the known HPAI cases in Virginia, Maryland
and Delaware over the summer and early fall.

wrote in a memo to poultry industry representatives.
“Presumably, the vulture had fed on a dead infected
wild waterfowl carcass, and had become infected,
before taking refuge in the duck/goose enclosure and
spreading it to the domestic birds.”
The Eastern Shore of Virginia, though, had not
seen any confirmed cases of HPAI in commercial or
backyard flocks as of late September.

M A RYLA ND
The first case of HPAI in a domesticated flock
of birds this season came on September 22, when
officials reported a detection in a flock of four backyard
birds in Anne Arundel County. Maryland officials also
reported HPAI in 28 black vultures in Harford County
on August 18. No commercial detections in Maryland
have been reported since mid-March.

VIRGINIA

DE LAWA R E

In Virginia, wild bird detections of HPAI were
announced in July (black vultures in Loudoun County),
and on September 1 (black vultures in Fluvanna County
and Orange County). Virginia officials also announced
an HPAI detection in a backyard flock of birds in
Caroline County in late August.
The probable cause of HPAI in this flock is that
the owner reported that a sick buzzard came into the
enclosure where most of her geese and ducks were
housed, about four days before her birds started
dying,” Virginia State Veterinarian Charles Broaddus

8/18/22

9/1/22

Wild Birds
Anne Arundel County, MD

Wild Birds
Fluvanna County & Orange County, VA

H PA I
7/18/22

Wild Birds
Loudoun County, VA
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The most recent backyard-flock detections on
Delmarva, as of late September, were in Delaware. On
Sept. 24, officials announced the detection of HPAI
in two neighboring backyard flocks in Kent County,
affecting 38 birds.

T I M E L I N E

8/28/22

Backyard Flock
Caroline County, VA

9/22/22

9/24/22

Backyard Flock
Kent County, DE

Backyard Flock
Anne Arundel County, MD

Ecodrum™ is the leading supplier of in-vessel mortality
composting equipment. Since 2007, poultry producers
have relied on Ecodrum™ composters to dispose of
their mortality in a cost-effective and environmentally
sensitive manner.
Benefits:
• No Expensive Electric Bills
• No Invasive Trucks
• Neighbor Friendly
• True Bio-Security

Contact us:
(302) 632-4760
/ecodrumcomposter
www.ecodrumcomposter.com

General Refrigeration
Company
Your Single Source for Industrial Refrigeration

Delmar, DE



Garner, NC



Hampton Roads, VA

www.generalrefrig.com
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Don’t just start your birds...

in-VIGOR-ate®
THEM!

Chicks and poults at placement are faced with many
stressors that impact performance and livability.

in-VIGOR-ate ®

is a uniquely formulated nutritional supplement delivered via drinking water.
The combination of components promotes water and feed intake, supports energy, metabolism,
provides nutritional support to the immune system and aids more rapid development of gut microflora.

CVE

CLEAR VIEW
E N T E R P R I S E S

8999 Ocean Hwy, Unit D
Delmar, Maryland 21875
(888) 253-5373

For more information visit our website at
www.in-vigor-ate.com

Assisting Poultry Producers &
Professionals across Delmarva
since 1988
953 Mount Hermon Road Salisbury, MD 21804
Ph: (410) 546-0911 | tF: (800) 465-7042 | F: (410) 543-2759
www.CFSfinancial.com | info@CFSfinancial.com
Securities and advisory services are offered through Cetera Advisors LLC, member FINRA/SIPC, a broker-dealer and registered investment adviser. Cetera is under separate
ownership from any other named entity.
Best Of Coastal Style winners are determined by the readers of Coastal Style magazine. Readers nominate their favorites through an online ballot. The businesses that
receive the most nominations in each category advance to the second part of the competition, The Voting Round. To maintain the integrity of the readers’ poll and
prevent ballot stuffing, voting is limited to one time per email address. The top vote-getter in each category is crowned as the year’s Best Of Coastal Style winner.
Recognition from rating services or publications is no guarantee of future investment success. Working with a highly rated advisor or firm does not ensure that a client
or prospective client will experience a higher level of performance or results. These ratings should not be construed as an endorsement of the advisor or the firm by any
client nor are they representative of any one client's evaluations. Listing in this publication is not a guarantee of future investment success. This recognition should not
be construed as an endorsement of the advisor or firm by any client.

30

Delmarva Chicken | October 2022

Sun Shines on DCA’s Golf Event
After some soggy days in early October,
the sun came out just in time for the DCA
College Scholarship Golf Tournament Oct. 6
at GlenRiddle Golf Club in Berlin, Md. Dozens
of golfers came out to take part in this event,
which is our sole fundraiser for the College
Scholarship Program that has provided more
than $161,000 in scholarship funds to students
pursuing careers in the chicken community.
First place gross went to the Mountaire
Farms-sponsored team of Zach Evans, Tyler
Massey, Will Massey, and Lee Evans. Second
place gross went to the Delmarva Custom
Applicators team of Garrett Luthy, John Luthy
IV, John Luthy V, and Chad Otwell. First place
net was won by the Phibro Animal Health team
of Brian Patey, Jimmy Sweet, Adam Downes
and Travis Ralph. Second place net prize went
to the Zoetis team of Michael Clarke, John
Haday, Jonathan Graham and Abigail Reith.
Christy Sammons had the women’s longest
drive on hole 16, and Blair Carey had the men’s
longest drive on that hole. Monica Arseneau
won closest to the pin honors for the women,
and Matt Teffeau earned closest to the pin for
the men. ▪
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OUR MISSION:

To be the Delmarva chicken
industry’s voice as the
premier membership
association focusing on
advocacy, education and
member relations.

OUR VISION:

To be the most-respected
chicken organization in the
United States.
(302) 856-9037
dca@dcachicken.com

www.dcachicken.com

Grayson Middleton Joins DCA
Grayson Middleton joined DCA in September as the organization’s
first government relations manager. This role, a new position at DCA,
evolves our approach to legislative affairs from hiring a contracted
lobbyist who worked primarily on Maryland issues to developing inhouse expertise to help us influence government in Delaware, Maryland,
and Virginia.
Grayson graduated from the University of Maryland, College Park
in 2020 with degrees in government & politics and history. He served
in Maryland Gov. Larry Hogan’s administration first as a constituent
services liaison and later as Eastern Shore outreach coordinator, where
he served as the direct line of communication between the governor’s
office and Eastern Shore counties and municipalities. “I’m very happy to
be part of the fight to protect Delmarva agriculture,” Grayson said.
In his spare time Grayson enjoys spending time with friends and
family, going out on the boat, reading about history, cooking, and
waterfowl hunting.

